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Your Guide 
To This 

Season’s 
Best Sales!

25% Off All 
Clocks 

Including Seiko, 
Melodies In Motion 
& Our New Rhythm 

Clocks

Pendant Drawing 

$300 Value
Drawing Dec. 20th

$200 Gift Certificate
$100 Gift Certificate

Sale runs Nov. 19th 
- Dec. 24th

In Stock Only & 
While Supplies Last

In Stock Only & 
While Supplies Last

Save The Date 
Dec. 6th • 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

For Our Christmas Kick Off Event

Special Christmas Hours Mon.-Fri. Dec. 2-23 • 9-6 
Sat. •  9-1 • Tues. Dec. 24 • 9-5

209 E. Third, Cameron | (816) 632-3382 

Leibrandt    Jewelry

All Other Watches 

25% Off
Seiko, Speidel, Wenger, 

Charles-Hybert Paris

25% Off 

Sterling Silver Jewelry

Be sure to check out our weekly Christmas Specials on

Pulsar Watches 

40% Off
And we donate $10 to the 
Cameron Food Pantry

Dash Away! Dash Away!
Dash Away All Those Pests!

PEST
CONTROL

INC.

TOLL FREE
877-283-6715

P.O. BOX 613 • CAMERON
PH: 816-632-1090 • CELL: 816-649-8202

• Gifts for 5 types of enthusiast
• Games to liven up your gift exchange
• Christmas without the cooking: how to hang your 

apron for the holidays
• How to enjoy the holidays without overindulging
• Gifts for the people who serve you all year long
• Gifts teachers will love
• How to choose a host or hostess gift
• Christmas checklist
• 3 games to play at the office holiday party
• Stairway to Christmas: how to decorate stairs for 

the holidays
• 10 gifts outdoorsy types will love
• Offline shopping: 7 reasons to do your holiday 

shopping in person
• 5 tips for maintaining kids’ routines during the 

holidays
• Christmas markets: holiday shopping at its best!
• Hot spiced cider
• Coconut-cranberry blondies
• 5 tips for maintaining kids’ routines during the 

holidays
• Christmas markets: holiday shopping at its best!

Anna’s Bake Shop

Closed Sundays
Winter Hours 

Weather Permitting

1005 Old Hwy 6 Jamesport, MO

Owner: Gingerich Family |  VM: 660-684-6810

Established Since 1987

“Baked Goods Made the Old 
Fashioned Way”

Large Selection 
of  Handmade 

Baskets & 
Birdhouses
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Finding the perfect gift isn’t always easy, especially when the person you’re 
shopping for is passionate about things you don’t know much about. Here are 
some gift ideas for five types of enthusiast.

1. COFFEE LOVERS. An insulated travel mug, beans from a local roaster, an 
espresso maker, a conical burr grinder, coffee flavored chocolates, double-
walled coffee glasses, travel coffee press or coffee-scented candles.

2. YARN CRAFTERS. Books or 
magazines with knitting and 
crocheting patterns, a row 
counter, a yarn bowl, a set of 
needles or hooks, a project 
bag, a tool case, personalized 
stitch markers, high quality 
yarn or a gift certificate to a 
yarn store. 

3. ASPIRING WRITERS. A mechanical keyboard, a laptop tray, noise-cancelling 
headphones, a fountain pen, personalized notebooks, a Bluetooth keyboard 
for their tablet, an external hard drive, books about writing or a printer. 

4. TABLETOP GAMERS. A dice bag, a wooden card holder, plastic card 
protectors, a board game bag, custom game organizers, a play mat, a 
component organizer, new dice, a custom character figurine or an expansion 
pack for their favorite game.

5. ENVIRONMENTALISTS. Reusable 
stainless steel or silicone straws, 
reusable produce bags, silicone 
snack and sandwich bags, a 
reusable water bottle, jewelry made 
from recycled materials, beeswax 
food wraps for leftovers or a vegan 
cookbook. 

Buying a gift that speaks to your loved 
one’s interests will show them that you 
care.

Games to liven up your gift 
exchange

Gifts for 5 types of enthusiast

Are you tired of the same old holiday 
gift exchange? If so, here are some fun 
games to enliven this year’s gift giving. 

• DICE. Every number on the dice 
comes with an instruction (pass to 
the left or steal a gift). Take turns 
rolling the dice until everyone has a 
present.

• HOT POTATO. This childhood 
favorite is just as fun to play as 
an adult. Turn on a holiday song 
and pass a present from person to 
person until the music stops. The 
person left holding the gift is out of 
the game but keeps the gift. 

• PERSONAL TRIVIA. Everyone 
writes a little-known fact about 
themselves on the gift they 
contributed. The others must guess 
who the information is about in 

order to win the right to open the 
present. 

• CARDS. Cut some regular playing 
cards in half and distribute card 
halves to all participants. Draw the 
other card halves from a bowl or hat 
to determine who gets to choose or 
steal a gift next. 

• STORY. Rewrite a well-known 
Christmas story to include the words 
right, left and across numerous 
times. To start the game, everyone 
holds the gift they brought as 
someone reads the story aloud. 
Every time an instruction word is 
said, the presents get passed in that 
direction. 

To make sure that everyone receives a 
gift they’ll enjoy, be sure to decide on a 
budget and theme beforehand.

HOURS: Mon-Sat 9-5

Clinco

36 Hwy.
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Grand Ave.

632-8251 • 1205 W. Grand Ave. (Inside Clinco)

SCARVES • STOCKING 
STUFFERS • TOYS & 

JEWELRY

CHRISTMAS GIFTS
FOR ALL AGES!

See Us For All Your
Christmas Party Ware!

Christmas Decorations

$1& Up
Flowers

Rob’s Cycle
Parts • sales • service

1 Polaris Drive  • Pattonsburg, Mo 64670
660-367-4407 | 888-669-5765

Happy Holidays from 
Rob & Tricia Bozarth 

and Staff

$5 OFF
GROOMING

Month of January

Gracie's Groomingdale's
*GRACIE FEESE*

Professional All Breed Groomer with  47 Years of Experience
816-724-0597 | 1111 Ensign Trace, Suite D | Cameron

And Getcha Some 
$5 Bling!

Poodle Lady 
Papparazzi, Baby!

&

From Gracie and the girls 
Gwennie & Gertie
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If the thought of creating a 
holiday spread from scratch 
doesn’t excite you, then give 
yourself the gift of not cooking 
this year. Here’s where you can 
get meals made by someone else. 

RESTAURANTS
There are plenty of eateries that 
remain open over the holidays. 
Book a table at one nearby for 
your holiday feast. Or better yet, 
order some takeout and eat in 
the comfort of your own home. 

CATERERS
If you’re hosting a party, consider 
hiring a caterer. Not only will this 
professional work 
with you to come 
up with the perfect 
menu, but they’ll 
also do all the work.

GROCERS
Many businesses, 
including grocery 
stores, butcher 
shops and local 
restaurants, off er 
pre-made meals 
that are perfect for 

nights you want to eat in. 

PERSONAL CHEFS
For a real treat, hire a personal 
chef to come to your home and 
create an intimate meal for you 
and your loved ones. It’s the 
perfect no-cook solution for a 
small gathering with friends or 
even a New Year’s Eve party.

This year, simplify your holiday 
season by letting someone else do 
the cooking. Don’t be surprised if 
you love this hands-off approach 
to the holidays so much that you 
do it again next Christmas.

Food plays an integral part in many 
holiday celebrations. But when you 
have many social obligations in a 
short period of time, it can feel like 
all you’re doing is eating. Here’s 
how to enjoy the season’s festivities 
without overindulging.  

DON’T SKIP MEALS 
Eat regular meals throughout the 
holidays as this will make you less 
likely to overindulge at parties. 

For breakfast, make some eggs 
or avocado on toast. These foods are 
full of protein and healthy fats that 
will keep you going all day. 

At lunch, try a salad topped with 
a healthy protein like salmon, grilled 
chicken or legumes. 

Have a light snack before 
heading out to the party to make 
sure you don’t arrive hungry. Focus 
on protein-rich foods like nuts or 
plain yogurt with fruit. 

STAY HYDRATED
Be sure to drink plenty of water 
throughout the day and in between 
consuming alcoholic drinks. This will 
help you avoid becoming dehydrated 
and will also allow you to feel more 
satiated and therefore make you less 
likely to overeat. 

GET IN A WORKOUT
On the day of the party, try to get 
in a workout. Not only does regular 
exercise help you metabolize your 
food quicker, but you’ll also crave 
healthier foods, making it easier to 
pass on heavier fare.

Making sure you take care of 
yourself over the holidays allows 
you to treat yourself without 
overindulging. You’ll enjoy spending 
time with loved ones and set the 
right precedent for the new year. 

Christmas without the cooking: 
how to hang your apron for the 

holidays

How to enjoy the holidays without 
overindulging

Serving You In Cameron & Maryville
216 N. Walnut • Cameron • 816-632-2911

Fax: 816.632.2973 Email: cameron@mteoffice.com
216 E. Third • Maryville • 800-825-0182

NEED A PERFECT GIFT 
FOR THAT CO-WORKER?

“Powering Your Business” 

PRINTING • OFFICE SUPPLIES • FURNITURE

Schedule of Events…
• 3 p.m. Christmas Parade
• 4-8 p.m. Horse drawn carriage rides through downtown (docking 

station at Northwest corner of McCorkle Park

• 6 p.m. Christmas selections from Cameron High School Choir, 
Directed by Jeremy Hess

• 6:15 p.m. Drawing to light up the park [Children 10 and under may get 

a raffle ticket by bringing a canned good donation for the Food Pantry]

• 6:30 Light up the Park 
• Mayor reads “The Night Before Christmas. Entrance of Santa 

and Mrs. Claus Take Photos with Santa

• Free Hot Chocolate and more stationed in the park

Staging and lineup will be on Fourth Street, west of Cherry Street. The parade 
will proceed from Fourth and Cherry, east to Walnut, 

south to Third Street, west on Third Street, and ending 
at Pine Street.

Entrants must be lined up by 2:30 to be judged. 
Awards for best in each category will be given 

immediately following the parade in the Pavillion.

Christmas in CameronChristmas in Cameron
November 30, 2019November 30, 2019

One entry form per 
entrant. Entry form must 

be submitted to Tim 
Wymes at City Hall, 205 

N Main St., Cameron 
by November 27 to be 

judged.
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Teri Boyd, R.Ph.
Michaela Curtis, R.Ph. Pharm D.

Damond Erickson, R.Ph.
 Steve Erickson, R.Ph. PD

Dewey Skilling, R.Ph.

* Prescriptions - most insurance 
plans accepted

* Refills by Phone
* Asthma Supplies

* Convenient Drive-Up Window
* Oxygen * Wheelchairs
* Hospital Beds & More

From Our Family To Yours

610 N. Walnut • Cameron • 632-7211 • 632-7223

Merry Christmas

A True Care Pharmacy

The holidays are the perfect 
time to say thank you 
to the hairdressers, bus 
drivers, babysitters, ba-
ristas and many others who 
regularly serve you. If you’re 
wondering what to get 
them, here are some ideas.

• Pretty hand soaps
• Holiday dish cloths
• Scented candles
• A scarf or shawl
• A soft blanket

• A tote bag
• Premium coffee or tea
• A to-go mug
• A bottle of wine
• A box of chocolates

If you know a little about 
their tastes, you can also 
consider something more 
personal like a book you 
think they might enjoy, a 
sweater or a decorative 
item for their home or 
workspace.

The point of buying gifts 
for the people who serve 
you is to thank them for 
the positive difference 
the make in your life all 
year long. Don’t forget 
to include a nice card 
with a handwritten mes-
sage expressing your 
appreciation.

Christmas is the perfect time 
of year to extend your thanks 
to your children’s teachers. 
Instead of giving them another 
“world’s best teacher” mug, 
choose one of the following 
gifts that’s sure to please. 

• Personalized pencils with 
their name printed right 
on them

• A tote bag that’s roomy 
enough to carry all their 
work to and from school

• A personal laminator to 
neatly display student’s 
work (don’t forget extra 
laminating sheets)

• A gift card to a local 
coffee shop to keep 
them caff einated while 
they’re marking 
homework

• A membership to 
a local museum 
to inspire their 
lesson plans

• A scarf to keep 
them warm

• A gift basket filled 
with supplies 
like dry-erase 

markers, red correcting 
pencils, glue sticks, grade-
appropriate books and 
even classroom decor

• A nice bottle of wine to 
help them relax over the 
vacation

• A box of artisanal 
chocolates, because 
everyone deserves a treat

In addition, few teachers can 
resist handmade gifts, so 
anything your kids make is sure 
to be appreciated. No matter 
what you choose, don’t forget 
to have your child make a card 
that expresses thanks to the 
teacher for everything they do.

Gifts for the people who 
serve you all year long Gifts teachers will love
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ZFN44087A 
1:32 9240 Axial Flow® 

Combine

ZFN46491 
1:16 8240 Combine 
with Grain Head

ZFN46406 
1:16 Peterbilt Model 367
with Grain Trailer

ZFN44087A
1:32 9240 Axial Flow
Combine

ZFN46491
1:16 8240 Combine 
with Grain Head

ZFN46406
1:16 Peterbilt Model 367
with Grain Trailer

HARVEST TIME 
We have you covered this season 

Ertl is a trademark of  TOMY International , Inc. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or af� liates. MRC

EARLEY TRACTOR, INC.
809 WEST GRAND
CAMERON, MO 64429
816-632-7277
www.earleytractor.com

If you get invited to someone’s home over the holidays, it’s 
best not to arrive empty handed. However, it can be hard 
to know what to bring, especially if the host or hostess is a 
relatively new friend or acquaintance. 

Fortunately, there are number of things — wine, chocolate, 
coffee, tea, fancy hand soap and unscented candles, for 
example — that make great gifts when you don’t know the 
recipient very well. 

However, if you do know them, 
you could offer your host 
or hostess something 
that you think they’ll 
appreciate. If they 
love to cook, for 
instance, a cookbook 
or an inexpensive kitchen 
gadget would be ideal. 

Whatever you bring, make sure 
it’s not something that makes your 
host or hostess work. For example, 
if you choose to bring a bouquet of 
flowers, arrange them in a vase before 
arriving so they don’t have to. 

Remember, this gift is meant for the hosts to enjoy after the 
guests have gone home. They’re not obliged to share it with 
you or anyone else, so don’t expect them to.

How to choose a host or 
hostess gift
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CAMERON 
KWIK LUBE & CAR WASH

505 LANA DR. • CAMERON • 816-632-1860

305 W. 92 Hwy.
Kearney, MO
816-628-0295

600 N. Country Ave.
Kearney, MO

816-903-LUBE

1701 NW Prairieview Rd.
Platte City, MO
816-858-3681

Holt Car Wash
4911 SE PP Hwy.

Holt, MO

5 Convenient Locations • No Appointment Necessary • Fast & Friendly Service

AMERICAN PRIDE 
Kearney, MO

• Express Detail Service • 3-Bay Lube Shop
• Self-Service Detail Area • 6 Self-Service Bays 

• Brushless Tunnel Car Wash

GIFT CERTIFICATES 

MAKE GREAT 

HOLIDAY GIFTS

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Downtown Jamesport to  4-Way Stop 
 660-684-6212

www.gingerichdutchpantry.com

Make your Holiday Baking Easy!
Call Gingerich Dutch Pantry at 

660-684-6212 
to order your…

Cream & Fruit Pies, Wheat or White Dinner 
Rolls, Cookies, Cinnamon Rolls, Homemade 
Donuts, Pecan Rolls, and Breads including 

Jalapeno Cheese, Cheese, Cinnamon & 
Cinnamon Raisin and Quick Breads.

GRAND PAWSFROM

We’d Love To See You!

816-632-9429 • 816-449-3917

Get Your Holiday... Gift Certificates, Grooming Appt. & 
Boarding Appt.

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS!

4804 Frederick, St. Joseph, MO
816-232-0221

OPEN: 11-9 Mon. - Thurs.
11-9:30 Fri. & Sat.

Mexican Restaurant
Barbosa’s

Private 
Parties 

ChiP and diP 
Party tray 

for all your 
holiday 
Parties.

dine-in
Carry-

out

Gift CertifiCates!
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We would be happy to do your holiday baking 
for you! Special orders welcome. We also do deli 

trays, made to order, perfect for your parties. 
We fix a variety of gift boxes as well!

7 am to 5 pm Tues. - Fri. • 8:30 am to 2 pm Saturday

5 miles East of Maysville on Hwy. 6

816-449-2285
Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries 
or affiliates. www.caseih.com

MRC

Discover what happens when real-life meets holiday magic with Case IH toys. 
Built to stand up to its namesake, each toy is crafted to look like its real-life 
counterpart and made with the same dependable quality you trust. Stop in to  
see us today or visit us online at partstore.caseih.com.

ZFN14917
1:64 Magnum™ 380

ZFN14863
1:32 8230 Combine

ZFN14876
1:64 Patriot® 3340 

SP Sprayer

ZFN44064
Monster Treads  
Radio Control Tractor

ZFN37761
1:16 Tractor Mac Assortment

GALLATIN TRUCK & TRACTOR, INC.
24000 STATE HIGHWAY 6
P.O. BOX 232
GALLATIN, MO 64640
660-663-2104
gallatintt.com

“When You Send Flowers…Send Ours”

Order today 
for best 

selections!

   615 S. Walnut • Cameron, MO
632-7317

800-342-7317
Mon. – Fri. • 8:00 - 5:30 | Sat. • 8:00 - 2:00

  We Deliver!

Nothing says “happy holidays” 
better than our beautiful fresh floral 
arrangements.

Fresh Christmas 
Arrangements

Fresh Grave Mounds
Fresh Poinsettias

Your Holiday
Florist 

THE PLANT PLACE
& CAMERON GREENHOUSE

 BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER
FAMILY RESTAURANT

 Sun. - Thurs. 6am - 9pm • Fri. & Sat. 6am - 10pm
 816-632-4455 •  512 N. Walnut  •  Cameron

Come on in
for a Warm

Holiday Breakfast

Dino’s Diner

BREAKFAST
SPECIAL

GIFT
CARDS

Gift Certificates 
Available for All 
Memberships, 

Programs, Movies 
and Skating

We’re here to 
help! Ask our 
knowledgeable, 
friendly staff for 
assistance in 
selecting the right 
program for you 
and your family.

Cameron Regional YMCA
1903 N. Walnut • Cameron, MO 

816-632-3811
www.cameronymca.org

Check out our 
new customized 

mobile app! 

Ask us about

Giving the Gift 
of Health!
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Happy Holidays and 
Prosperous New-Year

 from your friends at 
Bank Northwest.

Hamilton, MO
(816)583-2154

Polo, MO
(660)354-2111

Bethany, MO
(660)425-2315

  

www.banknw.com 

 Stanberry, MO
(660)783-9500

Cameron, MO
(816)632-7000

GUN & SECURITY SAFESGUN & SECURITY SAFES
Largest Selection of Gun Safes in the Area.

Liberty • Fort Knox • Superior Safes

Grant’s repair, LLC
“Your authorized dealer”

1802 190th Road, Wathena, KS | 785-989-4785
4 miles west of Wathena off Hwy. 36

0% Financing 
Available

Bring in this ad 
and we’ll pay 

your sales tax.
Purchase a safe 
& register to win 
a Henry Golden 

Boy rifle.
Good until 12/31/19

Visit us at Grantsrepair.netVisit us at Grantsrepair.net

This offer cannot be combined with other 
offers, must bring in ad, no photocopies or 
reproductions . See store for holiday hours.

The stairway in your house is the 
perfect place to show off your 
Christmas spirit. Here’s how to 
dress up this oft overlooked part 
of your home. 

DECORATE THE HANDRAIL 
Wrap the handrail with evergreen 
garlands and decorate them with 
either berries, pinecones and 
burlap ribbons for a rustic look, or 
with Christmas baubles for a more 
whimsical take. Wrap a string of 
white or colored lights around the 
garlands to add some sparkle. 

Alternatively, you can decorate the 
handrails with ribbons instead of 
greenery. Depending on the look 
you want, you can choose to use 
either one type of ribbon or a mix 
of different kinds in an assortment 
of colors and sizes.

DECORATE THE STAIRS 
If they’re wide enough, put 
decorations directly on the 
stairs. Pillar candles (battery-
operated ones are safest), wooden 
decorations and festive figurines 
can help create the holiday 
ambience you’re after. 

DECORATE THE WALLS AND 
CEILING
Ask the kids to make paper 
snowflakes and use them to 
decorate the wall along the 
stairway. You can also display 
holiday photos from Christmases 
past. As a final touch, consider 
suspending large ornaments from 
the ceiling. Make sure to hang 
them high enough so that no one 
bumps their head. 

If you follow these tips, your 
stairway esthetic is sure to please 
visitors and earn their praise all 
season long.

Stairway to Christmas: how to 
decorate stairs for the holidays3 games to play at the 

office holiday party
Are you looking for a way energize your 
holiday office party? If so, here are 
three fun games that virtually anyone 
can enjoy.

1. OFFICE TRIVIA. Before the day 
of the event, send a questionnaire to 
all employees asking them about their 
interests, pet peeves and preferred 
foods, books, movies and travel 
destinations. Collect the answers and 
use them to create an office trivia 
game. 

2. GUESS THE WORD. Write 
words on individual strips of paper 
and then fold and place them in bowls. 

Each team chooses a player who will 
have to guess the word based on clues 
from their teammates. 

3. GIFT WRAP CHALLENGE. 
Put players in teams of two. Tie one 
person’s right hand to the other’s left 
and have them attempt to wrap a gift 
with their free hands. The pair that 
does the nicest job wins.

If you play your office games in teams, 
assemble the groups randomly. A fun 
way to do this is to cut up old Christmas 
cards and hand out the pieces. Teams 
can then be formed by those who have 
pieces from the same card.
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702 N. 41st Street • Bethany, MO 64424
 660-425-7200

Conveniently Located 1/2 Mile North Of McDonald’s On I-35 East Outer 
Road

email: oneils@grm.net
www.oneilshomefurnishings.com

We have what you We have what you 
want for your living want for your living 
room, dining room, room, dining room, 

bedroom and so bedroom and so 
much more! much more! 

DealsDeals
Yule LoveYule Love

O’Neil’s is  a O’Neil’s is  a 
great Santa’s great Santa’s 

helper!helper!

• • Serta / Beautyrest Mattress GallarySerta / Beautyrest Mattress Gallary
• • Ultra Comfort Lift ReclinersUltra Comfort Lift Recliners
• • Shaw and Mohawk Floor CoveringShaw and Mohawk Floor Covering

Happy Holidays and 
Prosperous New-Year

 from your friends at 
Bank Northwest.

Hamilton, MO
(816)583-2154

Polo, MO
(660)354-2111

Bethany, MO
(660)425-2315

  

www.banknw.com 

 Stanberry, MO
(660)783-9500

Cameron, MO
(816)632-7000

Are you looking for a gift for the outdoor 
enthusiast in your life?  If so, here are 
some ideas.

FOR THEIR NEXT ADVENTURE
1. A portable water filtration bottle or 

straw
2. Binoculars
3. A kit to turn the flashlight on their 

phone into a lamp 
4. A military grade compass 
5. A down jacket or rain coat
6. A wireless charger for their electronics 

— one that’s solar powered is ideal
7. A portable camping stove and mess 

kit

TO INSPIRE THEM 
8. A wilderness survival book 
9. Novels and memoirs about outdoor 
adventures 
10. A bird feeder to bring wildlife to their 
backyard

To really spoil your outdoor enthusiast, 
consider buying them a pass that will 
grant them access to the country’s 
national parks for a year. No doubt, 
they’ll love exploring the American 
wilderness. 

10 gifts outdoorsy types will love

5 ‘WILD’ BOOKS FOR WILDERNESS BUFFS
1. Into the Wild  By Jon Krakauer
2. Wild: From Lost to Found on The Pacific Crest Trail  

By Cheryl Strayed
3. The Call of the Wild  By Jack London
4. One Man’s Wilderness: An Alaskan Odyssey By 

Sam Keith
5. Lost on the Wild: Danger and Survival in the North 

Woods By Cary J. Griffith
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Are you tired of handing over 
your hard-earned dollars to 
online retailers? If so, offline 
shopping is a trend that’s 
becoming increasingly 
popular. The principle? Focus 
on in-person shopping 
experiences rather than 
anonymous exchanges on the 
internet. Here are seven great 
reasons to do all your holiday 
shopping offline.

1. TO SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY
Making purchases from your local merchants at this busy 
time of year is a concrete way of giving back to your 
community. Your money goes directly into your neighbors’ 
hands and helps to create — and keep! — jobs in your 

region. In contrast, 
ordering a gift 
online from the 
other side of the 
world doesn’t help 
the people closest 
to home.

2. TO CONNECT 
WITH PEOPLE
When you visit the 
businesses in your 
region, you get to 
interact directly with 
local merchants. Of 
course, shopping 
online (in your 
pajamas?) has its 
advantages but 
talking to 
salespeople and 
fellow shoppers is 
even better. 

3. TO STIMULATE THE LOCAL ECONOMY
The more people support local retailers, the longer their 
businesses can continue to thrive and serve the community, 
thereby creating a strong local economy. What’s more, 
dynamic neighborhoods are much more pleasant to live in 
than those whose shops have been forced to close and are 
accumulating dust, dirt and graffiti.

4. TO STRENGTHEN YOUR SENSE OF COMMUNITY
Visiting businesses in your neighborhood will increase your 
ties to the region. When you explore the area around you, 
you’ll rub elbows with your neighbors and discover amazing 
goods and services a stone’s throw from your home.

5. TO BENEFIT FROM EXCELLENT SERVICE
Returns and exchanges are a breeze when the product 
you’ve purchased comes from a nearby store. And local 
merchants know they need your business to survive, so 
they’ll do everything they can to ensure you’re happy. 
Conversely, returning and exchanging items bought online is 
sometimes difficult. 

6. TO ENJOY A VARIETY OF PRODUCTS
Are you familiar with all of the goods and services available 
in your region? Probably not. In fact, there are likely more 
businesses in your area than you realize! Consider spending 
a day visiting them. You’ll find that in just a few hours, you’ve 
completed all your holiday shopping and are still close to 
home. 

7. TO BE KIND TO THE ENVIRONMENT
Shopping locally not only eliminates the cost of shipping, but 
also tends to reduce the distance products travel before 
reaching you. In addition, you can avoid the need for extra 
packaging materials when you shop in person, especially if 
you bring your own tote bags. 

This year, go ahead and get your holiday gifts, goodies and 
decorations a few minutes from home — you have nothing to 
lose and everything to gain.

Offline shopping: 7 reasons to do your holiday shopping in person

Hot spiced cider
This is the perfect hot drink 
to serve on chilly winter 
evenings spent at home. 
Make a batch any time you 
want to enjoy an intimate 
gathering with loved ones 
or a well-deserved treat. 

INGREDIENTS
• 2 ounces spiced rum
• 1-1/2 cups flat, hard apple cider
• 2 tablespoons honey
• 2 cinnamon sticks
• 2 pods of whole star anise 
• Juice of half a lemon

DIRECTIONS
1. In a small saucepan, combine all the ingredients and 

bring them to a gentle simmer over low heat. Allow to 
simmer for 2 to 3 minutes.

2. Pour the beverage into two toddy glasses, making sure 
to put a cinnamon stick and a star anise pod in each cup. 

Start to finish: 
10 minutes
Servings: 2

For a non-alcoholic alternative, omit the rum and 
use non-alcoholic cider.

Looking for an alternative to 
brownies? These festive blondies are 
the perfect substitute.

Start to finish: 3 hours (25 minutes 
active) Servings: 12

INGREDIENTS
Blondie
• 1 cup all-purpose flour
• 3/4 cup sweetened, shredded coconut
• 3/4 cup dried cranberries 
• 1/2 teaspoon baking powder
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 1 cup white chocolate chips
• 1/3 cup butter
• 1 egg
• 1/2 cup brown sugar
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Sauce
• 1 cup white chocolate chips
• 1 or 2 tablespoons milk

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat the oven to 350 °F
2. Cover the bottom of an 8-inch 

square baking dish with parchment 
paper, letting the edges hang over 
the side. 

3. In a bowl, combine the flour, 
coconut, cranberries, baking powder 
and salt.

4. In another bowl (this one should be 
microwave safe) place the white 
chocolate chips and butter and melt 
them in the microwave for about 30 
seconds. 

5. In the bowl of an electric mixer, beat 

the egg, brown sugar and vanilla on 
medium speed until the mixture has 
doubled in volume (about 3 
minutes).

6. Add the white chocolate and butter 
mixture to the egg mixture and mix 
on slow speed. Slowly incorporate 
the dry ingredients until just 
combined. 

7. Pour the batter into the baking dish 
and bake for 30 minutes or until a 
toothpick inserted in the middle 
comes out dry.

8. Let cool for about two hours. 
9. To make the sauce, melt the white 

chocolate chips in the microwave 
(about 30 seconds) with 1 
tablespoon of milk. If it’s too thick, 
add another tablespoon of milk 
once the chocolate is melted.

10. Cut the blondies into squares or 
rectangles and serve with the 
sauce.

Coconut-cranberry blondies
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Over the holiday season, 
it’s all too easy for your 
children’s routine to 
get thrown off track. 
Here are five tips to 
help you stick to a 
schedule and hopefully 
keep meltdowns to a 
minimum.  

1. PRIORITIZE SLEEP. 
Tired kids tend to get 
cranky, hyper and 
easily flustered. While 
a late night or two are almost 
inevitable at this time of year, 
overall, it’s best to maintain their 
regular sleep schedule. 

2. EAT HEALTHY. Make sure the 
entire family gets a healthy 
breakfast and lunch every 
day. Fill the kids up on fruits, 
vegetables and other healthy 
snacks before heading to a party. 
This way, they’ll have less room 
to gorge on cookies, cakes and 
other treats.

3. ENTERTAIN AT HOME — OR 
DON’T. Some parents find 
it easier to host during the 
holidays, while others can’t 
imagine planning a party. Don’t 
be shy to let your loved ones 

know what works for your family. 

4. GET EXERCISE. Make sure your 
kids remain active over the 
holidays, and that they have 
sufficient time to run around. 
Consider visiting an indoor 
play park or indulging in some 
outdoor fun.

5. MAKE TIME FOR PLAY. Avoid 
filling every free moment with a 
planned activity. Set aside time 
for playing at home and relaxing. 

While sticking to a routine is 
beneficial for kids, doing so isn’t 
always feasible. Remember to be 
flexible and not worry too much if 
things don’t go as planned.

5 tips for maintaining kids’ routines 
during the holidays

Are you ready to do your holiday shopping? Would you enjoy doing it while 
sipping on mulled wine and listening to carolers croon? If so, head to a nearby 
Christmas market and take in the best the holiday season has to offer. 

You’ll find unique gifts for your loved ones made by local artisans and artists. 
If you’re on the lookout for one-of-a-kind jewelry, clothes, works of art or 
anything else, a Christmas market is the place to go. You can also pick up 
delicious goods to serve at your next party courtesy of the area’s butchers, 
cheese makers, bakers and more. 

However, shopping isn’t the only thing to do at your local Christmas market. 
There’s a slew of activities that the whole family will love. Musicians and 
carolers will undoubtedly be there to entertain you and you can make a craft 
to take home with you. The little ones may even get to meet Santa himself. 

There’s no better way to get into the holiday spirit than by visiting a Christmas 
market, so head to one close to home. 

Christmas markets: holiday 
shopping at its best!
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Flooring for Your

LifeSTYLE

Expert Installation 
Tile | Hardwood

Laminate | Carpet 
Let us provide fast, easy 

and affordable installation 
of your new flooring for 

guaranteed great results!

ECKARD’S
1301 N 25th St., Bethany, MO 64424//660-425-6331

Open: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm//Saturday 8am-Noon

Shop an incredible selection of beautiful and 
durable flooring solutions for every room of 
your home. From wall-to-wall carpeting to 
genuine hardwood or quality laminate, our 
friendly design consultants are here to answer 
your questions and help you select the best 
floor covering options for your lifestyle and 
budget.

Schedule your free 
measure TODAY!


