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The 2017-18 deer season 
opens Friday, September 
15, when archers can begin 
climbing into their deer stands. 
There a solid numbers of 
whitetails across Missouri, but 
for those of us in the northwest 
part of the state the overall 
numbers are still below where 
they were five years ago.

“The northwest part of the 
state is still struggling and 
still recovering from the EHD 
that hit the area in 2012 and 
2013,” said Barbara Keller, 
a resource scientist with 
the Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) who 
specializes in whitetail studies 
and management.”

EHD is a hemorrhagic 
disease similar to blue-tongue, 
which impacts deer populations 
in the western part of the United 
States.

The current estimated deer 
population in Missouri is 1.2 

million whitetails, which is 
down from the 1.4 million deer 
in 2000. The MDC is staying 
with the two buck limit per 
overall season and Keller said 
there won’t be much change in 
the doe harvest this season.

Last year hunters harvested 
266,244 whitetails over the 
course of the various seasons, 
which run from September 15 
through January 15.

While the EHD scenario 

is winding down, there is the 
ongoing battle with Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD). 
The MDC added 12 more 
counties, effective July 1, to its 
deer feeding ban. Those new 
counties are: Barry, Benton, 
Cedar, Dade, Hickory, Ozark, 
Polk, St. Clair, St. Francois, Ste. 
Genevieve, Stone and Tracy.

These counties were added 
when the MDC found CWD in 
Jefferson and St. Clair counties 

last season. The closest 
counties to the Cameron 
area with the deer 
feeding ban are Linn, 
Livingston, Carroll and 
Chariton.

Mandatory sampling 
of harvested deer will 
again take place on 
opening weekend in 24 
counties. The closest 
county to require this is 
Linn County. Voluntary 
CWD sampling is 
also being offered 
throughout the 2017-
18 season at more 
than 55 participating 

taxidermists and designated 
MDC offices around the state.

Keller did say the MDC is in 
the process of revamping and 
re-evaluating its growth and 
survival estimates for the deer 
population.

“The last time we did this 
was in the 1990’s and we 
focused on the northern plains 
and southern Ozarks area,” 
Keller said.

Another study is underway 
to determine how far adult does 
will move or if they have any 
consistent migratory patterns 
through the various seasons.

“They are not going very 
far,” said Keller. “We are not 
seeing anything that would 
indicate any seasonal migratory 
pattern.”

There are three little spike 
bucks that have been hanging 
out and wandering across my 
back yard on a regular basis. 
Hopefully, something bigger 
will arrive in the back timber 
by the time I grab my bow and 
climb into a deer stand.

I did spot a couple of nick 
bucks back in June when I 
was cutting some brush, but I 
haven’t seen them since. But, 
then again, the rut hasn’t kicked 
in yet.

Good hunting to all.

Chronic Wasting Disease affecting more Missouri 
counties
By Steve Shoot
C-O Outdoor Writer
editor@mycameronnews.com
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C-O Outdoor Writer
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It doesn’t matter 
if you are fishing or 
hunting, sooner or 
later you will have an 
opportunity to see or 
be a part of some truly 
unique situations.

For example, the 
first time I ever saw a 
live rattlesnake, other 
than in a reptile zoo 
exhibit.

In the fall of 
1989, my wife and 
I had purchased a 
small farm located 
between Jamesport 
and Chillicothe. The 
following summer, 
while wandering 
through our back 
timber, I had spotted 
a blackberry thicket. 
We decided to go 
back and pick the 
blackberries while 
we were on our July 
Fourth holiday break 
from our respective 
jobs.

We each had a 
small pail in hand 
and we both waded 
right into the outer 
edges of the thicket, 
carefully adding gobs 

of blackberries to the 
buckets.

I have a terrible 
“sweet tooth” and I 
know I was already 
thinking of my 
wife’s homemade 
blackberry cobbler 
topped with vanilla 
ice cream.

We had been 
picking berries for 
only a couple of 
minutes, when I 
heard a noise just a 
few feet in front of 
me that sounded like 
some sort of critter 
walking on top of the 
dead leaves that had 
fallen in the area the 
previous fall.

I took a half step 
back and peered down 
beneath the canopy 
of small leaves that 
partially comprised 
the blackberry vines. 
What I saw caught me 

completely off guard.
What I saw was 

about three 
feet of a 
snake that 
was very 
large in 
d i a m e t e r , 
s l o w l y 
m o v i n g 
away from 
me. I have 
a l w a y s 

enjoyed catching 

snakes, especially 
when I was a 
teenager, then letting 
them go when I was 
done admiring their 
colors and overall 
appearance. 

But, I remember 
thinking, “What is a 
python doing in north 
Missouri?”

The snake was the 

thickest I have ever 
seen. Then, all of a 
sudden the tail section 
of the snake came 
into view and there 
in all of its glory was 
a good-sized set of 
rattles.

Now, my wife 
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doesn’t like anything about snakes, 
so I told here in what was probably 
a very abrupt manner, to “Step 
Back, NOW!”

She immediately knew that I had 
seen a snake.

I was truly fascinated by the 
size of its girth. I never did see the 
timber rattler in its entirety, but it 
had to have been over four feet in 
length.

It made for quite a story with our 
neighbors and friends. And, yes, we 
found enough blackberries for that 
cobbler.

The very next spring, I was set 
up in a timber about 60 yards from 
where we had seen the rattler, using a mouth 
call in an attempt to entice a big gobbler to 
wander into range. I had walked in well 
before sunrise, enjoying the sights and sounds 
of timber as it awakened, listening the wild 
turkeys talking in the roost.

Finally, a good-sized tom began to respond 
to my calling efforts and was ever so slowly 
strutting toward my decoy. The gobbler was 
70-80 yards away and taking his time in his 
attempt to seduce my plastic replica.

All of a sudden, I felt something begin to 

slowly move across my left thigh and based on 
what I felt, I knew it was a snake. I just didn’t 
know what species of reptile was currently 
meandering through the timber and using one 
of my legs as a resting area.

I was in a bit of a predicament. You see, 
I already had my shotgun up, resting the 
weapon on the top of my right knee. My head 
was already tucked in position to look down 
the barrel of the shotgun as I waited for an 
opportunity to pull the trigger.

All of a sudden my thoughts turned toward 
the rattlesnake I had witnessed just a few yards 
away the previous summer.

My predicament? I couldn’t move. 
I couldn’t move because it would 
spook the gobbler and I also couldn’t 
move to see what kind of snake it was 
partially laying across my left leg, 
because my movement could create 
an unsafe scenario if the snake was 
poisonous.

As it turned out, a real hen wandered 
into the area and the gobbler quickly 
turned his attention to the “live” 
female and followed her down the 
ridge, away from me, never coming 
into range.

Moving very slowly, I was able 
to take a peak at my left thigh and 
there enjoying its new resting place 

was about a five-foot non-venomous black 
rat snake. I slowly reached down with my left 
hand, guiding the snake on across my leg.

I didn’t get a gobbler that morning, but I 
definitely had a hunt that I would remember 
for the rest of my life. That’s what makes it 
so special each and every time you go fishing 
or hunting. There may be an opportunity for 
something truly unique to happen, creating a 
special memory that won’t be forgotten.
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 One of the best tasting 
freshwater fishes in North 
America is the crappie. 
However, when I told a 
fisheries management 
biologist for the conservation 
department that I had 
stocked crappie in two of my 
ponds, he cringed.

“You don’t want to do 
that,” said Thomas Huffmon.

I now realize that I did 
err when I added this species 
to both of my ponds. The 
introduction of crappie 
into a pond truly changes 
the dynamic of the fish 
population. Crappie can take 
over a pond and mess up 
your other fishing goals.

I was reading an 
Aquaguide entitled 
“Managing Crappie in Small 
Impoundments,” published 
by the MDC. It pointed 
out the importance of only 
stocking crappie in bodies 

of water where water clarity 
is good. 

Why is water clarity so 
important?

According to the 
Aquaguide, if water clarity 
is low, too many young 
crappie will escape the 
sight-feeding bass and 
this will have a significant 
impact on the growth of the 
crappie population due to 
the lack of available food 
needed to sustain the overall 
fish population.

To quote the Aquaguide, 
“Biologists suspect that 
predation by largemouth 
bass in clear ponds is the key 
to keeping crappie number 
in check.”

While the bass will keep 
the crappie population in 
check in clear ponds, the 
crappie that do survive will 
tend to be larger due to the 
fact there is an adequate 
food supply for all of the fish 

in the pond.
I occasionally stock some 

fathead minnows in each 
of the ponds, but according 
to the Aquaguide this only 
provides a temporary boost 
to the food source. The 
minnows have a tendency to 
disappear fairly quickly into 
the gullets of the bass and 
crappie in the pond. I will 

probably need to do a better 
job of adding minnows to 
both of my ponds.

The publication also 
pointed out that the crappie 
can be harvested in any 
number without fear of 
eliminating the population. 
In other words, “You can’t 
catch them all!”

So if you are thinking 

about stocking crappie in 
one of your ponds, make 
sure it is a pond that doesn’t 
have water clarity issues 
and make sure you and 
your friends go fishing for 
the speckled species on a 
regular basis. You might 
also want to talk to someone 
who is trained as a fisheries 
biologist before you do the 

crappie stocking. Make sure 
you get all of the pros and 
cons of such a move.

I know I will be inviting 
some of my closest friends 
out for some fishing in the 
future years, which will 
hopefully be followed by a 
delicious fish fry or two or 
more…

Good fishing!

The importance of water clarity in Crappie stocked 
ponds
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I really didn’t have a clue about 
how to manage the two ponds that 
I added to our farm in the early 
1990’s. Once the ponds filled to 
a level that would sustain a fish 
population, I put some crawdads 
and fathead minnows in each pond. 
I waited a couple of months and 
then I put in the traditional stocking 
of bass, catfish and bluegill.

And then I waited for the bass to 
get big enough to make nice filets 
and that was about it. After reading 
one of the publications provided 
by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC), I can see 
why I don’t have the size of bass 
that I want in the ponds. Plus, 
about seven or eight years ago, I 
added crappie to both ponds.

It’s called the Stockpiling Bass 
Syndrome (SBS). I had SBS and 
now I need to make some changes 
in how I manage my fisheries for 
the best possible results.

“The most difficult thing 
to do is to find the balance for 
what you want your pond to be,” 
said Thomas Huffmon, fisheries 
management biologist with the 
MDC. “It truly depends on your 
goal for the pond.”

One of the biggest situations 
all pond owners face is that of 

maintaining a balanced fish 
population, which maximizes the 
number of quality fish available to 
be caught.

“It all seems to revolve around 
the largemouth bass,” Huffmon 
said. “They are the most dominant 
predator in the pond.”

Huffmon did point out that 
managing a pond or ponds is an 
ongoing process.

“You need to have realistic 
goals for each pond and you need 
to remember it does take time to 
get the results you are after.”

I have a large number of 12-
inch bass in my largest pond and 
this is one of the problems with 
having SBS. According to the 
MDC’s Aquaguide publication, 
by not harvesting enough bass, I 
have a stockpiled bass population 
that is not growing due to the large 
numbers of bass and only a limited 
amount of food. In other words, 
they have enough food to stay 
alive, but not enough food to grow.

This is a problem with catch 

and release. 
The catch and 
release format 
is good when 
on a big lake 
that gets a lot 
of pressure, 
especially from 
fishing clubs 
that conduct 

bass tournaments nearly every 
weekend. An example would 
be Truman Lake, Bull Shoals, 
Tablerock and the Lake of the 
Ozarks. These lakes receive a 
tremendous amount of pressure 
from anglers across the state and 
beyond its borders.

So what do you do if you have 
a large number of small bass?

The first thing you do, is start 
keeping bass under 12 inches. The 
recommendation is that you may 
want to keep some of the bass 
over 15 inches, but it’s kind of like 
deer hunting. You can shoot that 
8-point buck, but he will never 
attain trophy status if you don’t 
pass on the opportunity and let 
him grow.

It is recommended that 
landowners north of the Missouri 
River should take out about 30-
35 bass per acre per year. That’s 
some pretty good eating and your 
friends will appreciate the fish fry 
invitation. Or, invite your friends 

to come over and help manage 
your pond. They will love the 
opportunity to catch some fish 
and t will make a difference in the 
quality of the bass you catch in the 
years to come.

  For more information, I 
recommend you stop by your 

MDC District office in St. Joseph, 
at 701 NE College Drive, or 
in Chillicothe, located on U.S. 
Highway 36 about three miles east 
of Chillicothe. Ask for copies of 
the MDC’s Aquaguides. There is 
a wealth of information in these 
publications.

By Steve Shoot
C-O Outdoor Writer
editor@mycameronnews.com

2 Aquaguide—Stockpiled Bass: A Common Pond Owner Complaint

Conversely, bluegill may grow large 
in a pond with stockpiled largemouth 
bass. The few small bluegill that 
escape being eaten will grow to a 
large size because they don’t have 
to compete against hordes of other 
bluegill for food.

Stockpiling Solutions
If bass underharvest and high repro-
duction are problems, the first thing 
a pond owner should do is increase 
bass harvest. A common harvest 
regulation used in this situation is a 
slot length limit. Anglers should be 
encouraged to harvest fish less than 
12 inches long, but to return to the 
water, unharmed, all fish between 12 
and 15 inches. Bass longer than 15 

inches may be harvested or released 
depending on angler preference.

Removing many of the smaller bass 
makes more food available for the 
remaining fish. The net effect of the 
slot length limit is to reduce the num-
ber of stockpiled bass and improve 
overall bass growth.

Landowners south of the Missouri 
River should harvest 20–25 bass per 
acre per year. Those with ponds in 
north Missouri (where soils are richer 
and pond fish populations larger) 
should harvest 30–35 bass per acre 
per year. One experienced angler 
can harvest the desired number of 
fish in a one half-acre pond. Own-
ers with larger ponds and lakes may 
seek assistance from friends and other 
anglers to harvest enough fish. Scout 

groups and other youth and civic 
organizations are good sources of 
willing anglers. A daily limit of six bass 
applies to a ponds previously stocked 
by the Department, or are connected 
to streams. Ponds with documented 
private stocking from commercial 
sources are exempt from limits. (See 
section 3CSR10-9.110 of the Wildlife 
Code.)

If bluegill stocking is required, add 
about 200 fish at least 4 inches long 
per acre. Bluegill should be protected 
from harvest for at least two years. 
Increasing the harvest of bass usually 
results in greater production of young 
bluegill, which in turn, will lead to 
increased bass growth. Returning a 
stockpiled bass lake or pond to good 
fishing condition takes time. Patience 
is important; it may take several years 
to restore a balanced fish population 
in a small pond and even longer in a 
large lake.

The following table can help you to 
determine whether your pond has a 
stockpiled bass population. Go fishing 
at least five different times through-
out the fishing season. For bass, use 
a variety of artificial lures, minnows 
or crayfish. Worms or crickets on a 
small hook are good baits for catching 
bluegill.

Selective harvest of fish, in addi-
tion to good record keeping (see our 
Aquaguide on Good Record Keeping 
Means Better Fishing), should help 
maintain the quality largemouth bass 
fishing most pond owners desire.

 For more information on pond or 
lake management or to contact your 
regional MDC fisheries personnel go 
to mdc.mo.gov.

FIS117 5/2012

Test Diagnosis Recommendation

1.  Can you see your hand 12 
inches below the surface?

Yes

No

Go to #2.

Correct water clarity problem. 
Consult Aquaguide Clearing 
Ponds that have Turbid 
(Muddy) Water.

2.  Does 10–25 percent of 
your pond contain rooted 
aquatic vegetation or other 
prime fish habitat?

Yes

No

Go to #3a, 3b or 3c.

Consult Aquaguides on 
Aquatic Weed Control and 
Maintenance.

3a.  You usually catch fewer 
than five bass per hour 
of fishing. Some are 
longer than 12 inches, 
with a few longer than 15 
inches. Bluegill caught 
are generally between 
four and seven inches in 
length.

Your pond has 
a well-balanced 
fish population.

Keep accurate records of the 
fish you catch. Good records 
will help you or fisheries 
staff with pond management 
decisions. Consult Aquaguide 
Good Record Keeping Means 
Better Fishing.

3b.  You often catch more than 
five bass per hour. Few 
are longer than 12 inches 
and fish longer than 15 
inches are rare. Bass may 
appear long and skinny 
with overly large heads. 
Most bluegill caught are 
longer than six inches.

Your pond has a 
stockpiled bass 
population.

Correct problem by 
increasing the harvest 
of smaller bass. If your 
management goal is to 
catch big bluegill, maintain 
a high population of small 
bass. Consult Aquaguide 
Managing for Large Bluegill.

3c.  Bass population appears 
very similar to that in #3b 
with few or no bluegill or 
other prey species seen 
or caught.

Your pond has a 
stockpiled bass 
population and 
a serious food 
shortage.

Stock 200 bluegill per acre 
(greater than four inches 
long). Don’t harvest bluegill 
for two years. Increase harvest 
of smaller bass as in #3b.

2 Aquaguide—Stockpiled Bass: A Common Pond Owner Complaint

Conversely, bluegill may grow large 
in a pond with stockpiled largemouth 
bass. The few small bluegill that 
escape being eaten will grow to a 
large size because they don’t have 
to compete against hordes of other 
bluegill for food.

Stockpiling Solutions
If bass underharvest and high repro-
duction are problems, the first thing 
a pond owner should do is increase 
bass harvest. A common harvest 
regulation used in this situation is a 
slot length limit. Anglers should be 
encouraged to harvest fish less than 
12 inches long, but to return to the 
water, unharmed, all fish between 12 
and 15 inches. Bass longer than 15 

inches may be harvested or released 
depending on angler preference.

Removing many of the smaller bass 
makes more food available for the 
remaining fish. The net effect of the 
slot length limit is to reduce the num-
ber of stockpiled bass and improve 
overall bass growth.

Landowners south of the Missouri 
River should harvest 20–25 bass per 
acre per year. Those with ponds in 
north Missouri (where soils are richer 
and pond fish populations larger) 
should harvest 30–35 bass per acre 
per year. One experienced angler 
can harvest the desired number of 
fish in a one half-acre pond. Own-
ers with larger ponds and lakes may 
seek assistance from friends and other 
anglers to harvest enough fish. Scout 

groups and other youth and civic 
organizations are good sources of 
willing anglers. A daily limit of six bass 
applies to a ponds previously stocked 
by the Department, or are connected 
to streams. Ponds with documented 
private stocking from commercial 
sources are exempt from limits. (See 
section 3CSR10-9.110 of the Wildlife 
Code.)

If bluegill stocking is required, add 
about 200 fish at least 4 inches long 
per acre. Bluegill should be protected 
from harvest for at least two years. 
Increasing the harvest of bass usually 
results in greater production of young 
bluegill, which in turn, will lead to 
increased bass growth. Returning a 
stockpiled bass lake or pond to good 
fishing condition takes time. Patience 
is important; it may take several years 
to restore a balanced fish population 
in a small pond and even longer in a 
large lake.

The following table can help you to 
determine whether your pond has a 
stockpiled bass population. Go fishing 
at least five different times through-
out the fishing season. For bass, use 
a variety of artificial lures, minnows 
or crayfish. Worms or crickets on a 
small hook are good baits for catching 
bluegill.

Selective harvest of fish, in addi-
tion to good record keeping (see our 
Aquaguide on Good Record Keeping 
Means Better Fishing), should help 
maintain the quality largemouth bass 
fishing most pond owners desire.

 For more information on pond or 
lake management or to contact your 
regional MDC fisheries personnel go 
to mdc.mo.gov.

FIS117 5/2012

Test Diagnosis Recommendation

1.  Can you see your hand 12 
inches below the surface?

Yes

No

Go to #2.

Correct water clarity problem. 
Consult Aquaguide Clearing 
Ponds that have Turbid 
(Muddy) Water.

2.  Does 10–25 percent of 
your pond contain rooted 
aquatic vegetation or other 
prime fish habitat?

Yes

No

Go to #3a, 3b or 3c.

Consult Aquaguides on 
Aquatic Weed Control and 
Maintenance.

3a.  You usually catch fewer 
than five bass per hour 
of fishing. Some are 
longer than 12 inches, 
with a few longer than 15 
inches. Bluegill caught 
are generally between 
four and seven inches in 
length.

Your pond has 
a well-balanced 
fish population.

Keep accurate records of the 
fish you catch. Good records 
will help you or fisheries 
staff with pond management 
decisions. Consult Aquaguide 
Good Record Keeping Means 
Better Fishing.

3b.  You often catch more than 
five bass per hour. Few 
are longer than 12 inches 
and fish longer than 15 
inches are rare. Bass may 
appear long and skinny 
with overly large heads. 
Most bluegill caught are 
longer than six inches.

Your pond has a 
stockpiled bass 
population.

Correct problem by 
increasing the harvest 
of smaller bass. If your 
management goal is to 
catch big bluegill, maintain 
a high population of small 
bass. Consult Aquaguide 
Managing for Large Bluegill.

3c.  Bass population appears 
very similar to that in #3b 
with few or no bluegill or 
other prey species seen 
or caught.

Your pond has a 
stockpiled bass 
population and 
a serious food 
shortage.

Stock 200 bluegill per acre 
(greater than four inches 
long). Don’t harvest bluegill 
for two years. Increase harvest 
of smaller bass as in #3b.



Tuesday, September 19, 2017      Hunting & Fishing H7

MDC District office in St. Joseph, 
at 701 NE College Drive, or 
in Chillicothe, located on U.S. 
Highway 36 about three miles east 
of Chillicothe. Ask for copies of 
the MDC’s Aquaguides. There is 
a wealth of information in these 
publications.

Junction US 36 & Hwy. 69 | Cameron | 816-632-7204

HUNTER SIZE
8oz Country Fried Steak

w/Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Loaf Fresh Bakers Bread

Steaks • Seafood • Sandwiches • Spirits

$999
Starts 

September 19th - 
Hunting Season

By Steve Shoot
C-O Outdoor Writer
editor@mycameronnews.com

By Steve Shoot
C-O Outdoor Writer
editor@mycameronnews.com

Hunters who like to chase wild turkeys 
could only cringe following last year’s 
brood surveys which showed 2016 tied 
for the worst poult survival rate in the 49 
years records had been kept by the Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC). 
Unfortunately, the initial outlook for this 
spring’s mating season is suggesting the 
poult survival rate does not look good again.

“We won’t have the final surveys in until 
the end of August, but so far, what we’re 
seeing is not suggesting good production 
from the hens,” said Jason Isabelle, MDC 
resource scientist who works extensively 
with Missouri’s wild turkey population. “We 
had hoped that we would have a bounce-
back year with a strong hatch.”

“Folks aren’t seeing good-sized groups of 
birds and that is cause for concern,” added 
Isabelle.

My personal observations echo what 
Isabelle is saying. We had a lone hen wander 
into our back yard nearly every day this 
spring without a single poult by her side. 
The day after my conversation with Isabelle, 
I had two hens walk into the yard with 
seven poults. The next week, those two hens 
walked into the yard with five poults.

While the overall population of wild 
turkeys is estimated at around 300,000 birds 
in Missouri, it appears the hatch this spring 
was hurt by several unusually heavy rains, 
which wreak havoc on the survival rate of 
the hatchlings. plus there is the ongoing 
problem of predators, be they coyotes, 
foxes, dogs, feral cats and other critters in 
the timber.

“For example, we have radio collars on 
a number of birds in the state,” explained 
Isabelle. “I know of one hen who had a very 

successful hatch, but when we located her 
earlier this summer she did not have a single 
surviving poult.”

The big storms that rolled across 
Missouri this spring and early summer made 
it impossible for a hen to protect all of her 
poults.

“Hens try to keep the brood dry, plus the 
smell of a wet turkey makes it easier for a 
predator to locate the birds and this makes 
it difficult for the brood to survive,” said 
Isabelle.

Isabelle said it was common for a hen 
to have four to five poults survive the 
heavy storms, but the lack of numbers so 
far suggests, “a really strong weather event 
occurred in the area.”

Isabelle is currently tracking about 150 
wild turkeys with radio collars. The last four 
winters 1,400 turkeys have been captured 
and leg bands have been attached to the 
birds. The leg bands will offer the MDC 
some information as to survival rates among 
the birds as a result of hunting through the 
check-in process.

You generally lose 40 to 50 percent of the 
turkey population each year to predators. 

“Harvest rates are really pretty low,” said 
Isabelle. “It ranges from 15 to 31 percent 
and the average over the years is in the low 
20 percent range.”

  While the last couple of seasons have 
not been good in terms of poult production, 
the overall trend for the last five years show 
turkey numbers are stable in north Missouri. 
The numbers also show an increase in birds 
in the counties of Linn, Livingston, Putnam, 
Mercer and Macon.

  Time will tell how the 2017 will rate, 
in terms of the survival rate for poults, but 
the numbers won’t be available until mid-
September at the earliest.

Low poult survival rates 
expected based on early 
observations

With the September 9 teal season opener 
fast approaching, those hunters who enjoy 
chasing waterfowl received some very good 
news. The annual Trends in Duck Breed-
ing Populations survey released August 15 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service show 
overall duck numbers remain high.

The total population of breeding ducks 
was estimated to be 47.3 million, which is 
down just two percent when compared to the 
estimate of 48.4 million ducks in 2016. The 
new estimate is still 34 percent above the 
1955-2016 long-term average (LTA).

Mallard numbers were set at 10,488,000, 
which is 34 percent above the LTA. The larg-
est increases in duck populations were with 
the gadwall, green-winged teal and northern 
shovelers, with blue-winged teal and red-
heads showing strong numbers, too.
The survey listed the following numbers 

and their LTA percentages:
• Gadwalls - Up 111%
• Green-Winged Teal - Up 70%
• Northern Shoveler - Up 69%
• Blue-Winged Teal - Up 57%
• Redhead - Up 55%

• Mallard - Up 34%
• Canvasback - Up 25%
• American Wigeon - Up 6%
• Scaup - Down 13%
• Northern Pintail - Down 27%
While the northern pintail numbers 

showed the largest decline in numbers, when 
compared to the LTA, the species did show 
an improvement of 10 percent when com-
pared to survey just 12 months ago.

For waterfowl numbers to remain strong 
there must be good breeding success in wet-
land and upland habitat conditions in the 
breeding areas ducks prefer in the prairie and 
boreal forest areas. According to the survey, 
conditions in the breeding areas this spring 
were nearly identical to the conditions in 
2016. The available water in the breeding 
areas showed a 22 percent increase above 
the waters available in 2016 and 17 percent 
above the LTA.

The annual survey is conducted each 
May and early June by wildlife officials in 
the United States and Canada.

Most of the guys I know that love to hunt 
ducks have been busy this summer working 
on blinds and getting decoys ready for the 
upcoming season. It appears the numbers 
will be good again in this flyway.

Safe hunting to all.

Waterfowl population 
above long term average

Hyatt’s Processing

DEPOSIT REQUIRED

DEER 
PROCESSING

Custom Slaughter On Farm Kill & Retail Meat
1/4 & 1/2 Beef, Hog or Sheep Available 

(from local farmers)

Accepting boneless meat for sausage & other specialty meats
Call…816-449-2607 or 816-449-3011

David Hyatt - Amity, MO
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METHODS
Seasons, permits, and 

species have specific rules 
governing the type of firearm, 
bow, atlatl, and slingshot 
which may be used to hunt. 
Review the information in 
those areas before hunting.

Fully automatic weapons 
are prohibited for all hunting.

FirEArM 
rESTricTiOnS  
During DEEr

FirEArMS  SEASOn
During the November and 

antlerless portions, other 
wildlife may be hunted only 
with a shotgun and shot not 
larger than No. 4 or a .22 
or smaller caliber rimfire 
rifle. This does not apply to 
waterfowl hunters, trappers, 
or to landowners on their 
land.

If you are hunting 
furbearers during daylight 
hours during firearms deer 
season, only deer hunting 
methods may be used.

POiSOnS, 
TrAnquiLizing 

DrugS, cHEMicALS, 
AnD ExPLOSivES

Poisons, tranquilizing 
drugs, chemicals, and 
explosives may not be used 
to take wildlife.

Motor driven 
transportation

Motor driven 
transportation may not be 
used to take, drive or molest 
wildlife.

A motorboat may be used 
to hunt wildlife, except deer, 
if the motor is shut off and 
the boat’s forward progress 
has stopped.

ALL-TErrAin 
vEHicLES (ATvs)

It is illegal for anyone 
(except landowners and 
lessees on land they own or 
lease and certain agricultural 
workers) to drive all-
terrain vehicles (ATVs) 
in Missouri’s streams and 
rivers unless the ATV is on 
a crossing that is part of the 
highway system. Violators 
could lose their fishing and 
hunting privileges.

With limited exceptions, 
all-terrain vehicle use is 
prohibited on conservation 
areas. Other vehicles are 
restricted to graveled and 
paved roads and established 
parking areas, unless 
otherwise posted.
Artificial lights

Artificial lights may be 
used to hunt: bullfrogs; green 
frogs; raccoons and other 
furbearing animals when 
treed with the aid of dogs

Landowners and lessees 
may use artificial lights on 
their property, but while 
doing so may not be in 
possession of — or be in the 
company of someone who 
possesses — a firearm, bow, 
or other implement used to 
take wildlife.

Artificial lights may not 
be used to search for, spot, 
illuminate, harass, or disturb 
other wildlife than the above.

You may not possess night 
vision or thermal imagery 
equipment while carrying 
a firearm, bow, or other 

implement used to take 
wildlife.
calls

Mouth and hand calls may 
be used any time.

Electronic calls or 
electronically activated calls 
may be used to pursue and 
take crows and furbearers. 
They may also be used 
to take light geese during 
the Conservation Order. 
Electronic calls may not be 
used with artificial light or 
night-vision equipment.
Dogs

Dogs may be used in 
hunting wildlife -- except 
deer, turkey, muskrat, mink, 
river otter, and beaver. 

During A HunT
Furbearer dens or nests

The dens or nests of 
furbearers shall not be 
molested or destroyed.
Hunter orange

For your safety, you are 
urged to wear hunter orange 
whenever you are hunting. 
You are required to wear 
hunter orange at certain 

times and locations. 
HunTing nEAr 

FLOOD WATErS Or 
FirE

Wildlife, except 
waterfowl, may not be 
pursued or taken while 
trapped or surrounded by 
floodwaters or while fleeing 
from floodwaters or fire.

Hunting and trapping on 
public roadways

You may not take any 
wildlife from or across 
a public roadway with a 
firearm, bow or crossbow. 
A Conibear-type trap 
may be used adjacent to 
public roadways only if set 
underwater in permanent 
waters.
AFTEr A SuccESSFuL 

HunT
Excessive waste

It is illegal to intentionally 
leave or abandon any 
portion of any wildlife that 
is commonly used as human 
food.
Possessing, transporting, 
and storing wildlife

General hunting regulations

IN STOCK – 20 COLORS READY
TO BE CUSTOM CUT FOR  YOU.

*Metal & Trim Orders Placed by Noon Today 
Will Be Ready Tomorrow

Camo Colored Metal Available
TOLL FREE NUMBER 888-706-3131

FEATURING:
• #1 29 Ga. Metal (40 Year Warranty)
• #2 Painted Metal At Competitive Prices
• Residential & Commercial Overhead Doors & Operators
• Steel Entry Doors
• Painted Screws
• Vinyl & Aluminum Windows
• Color Matched Trim (Custom Made For You)
• Insulation Products
• Complete Building Kits
• Competitive Prices
• And Much, Much More!

“Where Quality
Hits Home”

RICHMOND METAL SUPPLY

PLAY
HARD

WORK 
HARD

Woody’s Outdoor Power
Equipment

18MULEFXR6x7c

INTRODUCING THE NEW

“THE STRONGEST. BECAUSE I SAID SO.”
– STEVE AUSTIN

KAWASAKI CARES: Always wear protective gear appropriate for the use of this vehicle. Never operate 
under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki MULE™ side x side is 
an off-highway vehicle only, and is not designed, equipped, or manufactured for use on public streets; 
roads or highways. Obey the laws and regulations that control the use of your vehicle. Read Owner’s 
Manual and all on product warnings.
©2017 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A. Printed in U.S.A.

35 South Washington 
St. Chillicothe, MO 

64601 (660) 646-7722 
www.woodys1.com

Built to work hard on and off
the job, the MULE PRO-FXR™
side x side takes strength,
dependability and durability
to a whole new level.

Experience the new MULE PRO-FXR™
Kawasaki.com/FXR

The MULE PRO-FXR™ stands 
out with a premium appearance, 

painted finish and aggressive 
styling. Show who’s in charge

with this true boss vehicle.

Accessorized unit shown
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All deer must be checked by 
telephone or on the Internet. No 
in-person checking stations are 
available.

You don’t need to call Telecheck 
immediately after taking the 
game. You have until 10 p.m. on 
the day of harvest to check your 
deer. You can transport unchecked 
game within the state as long as 
the transportation tag is attached 
to the leg. 

TELEcHEcK WiTH THE 
MO HunTing APP

Step 1: Select your notched 
permit from the list.

Step 2: Tap “Telecheck.”
Step 3: Follow the prompts on 

the screen.
Telecheck will upload a 

confirmation number to your 
mobile device.

TELEcHEcK uSing A 
PHOnE Or inTErnET

Step 1: Collect the following 
information, which you will be 
asked when you use Telecheck.

Your Telecheck ID number (if 

you have more than one permit, be 
sure you give the number of the 
permit you want to use)

County where deer was taken
Deer type: doe, button buck, or 

antlered buck
Count the total number of 

points 1 inch or longer. Record the 
harvest of a buck as 0 points if the 
buck has one of the following:

shed its antlers
small antlers with both beams 

shorter than 3 inches
broken antlers off less than 3 

inches from their base

nEW inFOrMATiOn TO 
cOLLEcT

Please plan to bring a tape 

measure or other measuring 
device with you afield.

if You Are checking a Doe
Measure from the inner corner 

of the eyeball to the upper edge 
of the nostril. Is the measurement 
greater 

if You Are checking an 
Antlered Buck

Measure the circumference 
of the antler (around the antler) 
1 inch above the base. Is the 
measurement greater than 2.5 
inches (about the circumference 
of a nickel)?

Step 2: Grab a pen, then call or 
log into Telecheck

Go online to check your deer, 

or use a phone to dial 1-800-
314-6828, then follow the 
instructions. If you use the phone, 
speak clearly and slowly. You can 
call between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m.

Step 3: Write the confirmation 
number on your permit

After you have provided the 
required information, you will 
receive an eight-digit confirmation 
number that verifies you have 
legally checked your game. Write 
this number on the permit.

You have now completed 
checking your game and can 
process your deer.

TrOuBLESHOOTing
The most common reason 

hunters are unable to complete 
their Telecheck is because of a 
poor cell phone reception. Wait 
until you are out of the woods 
and receive a clear, strong cell 
phone connection before placing 
your Telecheck call. Once 
you’ve attached the temporary 
transportation tag to your deer, 
you have until 10 p.m. on the day 
of harvest to check the animal.

Telecheck Deer

General hunting regulations You must keep any 
wildlife you take separate or 
identifiable from that of any 
other hunter.

You can possess and 
transport wildlife as part of 
your personal baggage. It 
may be stored at your home, 
camp, place of lodging or in 
a commercial establishment.
Proper labeling

When storing deer and 
turkey, it must have the 
hunter’s: Full name; Address; 
Date taken; Telecheck 

confirmation number
When storing wildlife 

other than deer or turkey, 
it must have the hunter’s: 
Full name; Address; Permit 
number; Species; Date it was 
placed in storage

When transporting wildlife 
other than deer or turkey, 
it must have the hunter’s: 
Full name; Address; Permit 
number; Date it was taken
BuYing AnD SELLing 
PELTS, FEATHErS, AnD 

OTHEr PArTS

Unless federal regulations 
prohibit, you may buy, sell 
or barter: feathers; squirrel 
pelts; rabbit pelts; groundhog 
pelts; turkey bones; turkey 
heads; deer heads; antlers; 
hides; feet

They must be accompanied 
by a bill of sale showing: the 
seller’s full name, address; 
the number and species 
of the parts; the full name 
and address of the buyer; 
Wildlife and wildlife parts, 
after mounting or tanning, 

also may be bought and sold.
People who receive or 

purchase deer heads or antlers 
attached to the skull plate 
must keep the bill of sale as 
long as the heads or antlers 
are in their possession. The 
bill of sale must include the 
transaction date and a signed 
statement from the sellers 
attesting that the deer heads 
and antlers were, to their 
knowledge, taken legally.
giving away wildlife

You may give wildlife to 

another person, but it will 
continue to be a part of your 
daily limit for the day when 
taken. Wildlife received as 
a gift will be included in 
the possession limit of the 
person you give it to.

Deer and turkey must be 
properly labeled as outlined 
above.

All other wildlife being 
given away must be labeled 
with: your full name; address; 
permit number; species; date 
taken.

660-425-7888  Hrs. Mon. - sat. 10 aM - 6 pM
1/4 Mile North of Dairy QueeN • BethaNy, Mo 64424

250 Rounds  Ten Ring .223
55 GR Brass & FMJ

$79.99
Good for the purchase of one w/coupon

Expires 12/01/17.

Huge selection 
of scopes, gun 

accessories, hunting 
accessories & 
ammunition.

HUNDREDS OF RIFLES, 
SHOTGUNS, & HANDGUNS

        Bull’s EyE Trading
                   Payday Loans / Buy / seLL / Trade / Pawn

Come 
See North 
Missouri’s  

Largest Gun 
Show Room

CO
UPO

NCO
UP

O
N

•	 	Located	in	southern	Daviess	County,	
MO	

•	 5	years	left	on	CRP	contract	(27.7	acres	
@	$125	per	acre)	

•	 12	acres	of	timber	
•	 Outstanding	number	of	deer,	turkey	
and	morel	mushrooms	

•	 ½	acre	stocked	pond,	18’	deep	
•	 Tree	stands,	shooting	lanes,	and	food	
plots	already	established	

•	 Surrounded	by	crop	ground	
•	 Well	on	property,	rural	water	in	area	

40 acres of groomed recreational property with 
guaranteed income:

Please call Terry at 870-404-8986

$3,20000 
per acre
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Buy camouflage metal at Byler Steel or buy the 
complete cabin at Midwest Mini Barns! 

Open 7:30 AM-4:30 PM Mon. - Fri. Closed Saturday

 
3008 US Highway 69 | Winston, MO 64689 

Office (660) 749-5310 

 midwestminibarns.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated

Missouri’s hunter education 
course is required for any hunter 
born on or after Jan. 1, 1967. Learn 
what the course covers and where 
to take it, including an online 
option for the knowledge portion.

WHO MuST BEcOME 
HunTEr-EDucATiOn 

cErTiFiED?
If you plan to hunt during a 

Missouri firearms season or you 
are acting as an adult mentor, you 
MUST first complete an approved 
hunter-education certification 
program and provide proof of 
completion UNLESS:

You are 15 or younger and 
will be hunting with a properly 
permitted adult mentor 18 or older.

You were born before Jan. 1, 
1967.

You received a disability 
exemption from Missouri 
Department of Conservation’s 
Protection Division.

You are 16 or older and have 
purchased an Apprentice Hunter 
Authorization and will be hunting 
with a properly permitted adult 
mentor 18 or older.

You are the landowner or lessee 
hunting on land you own or upon 
which you reside.

NOTE: If you can prove you 
completed an approved hunter 
education course in another 
state, you are not required to take 
Missouri’s Hunter Education 

Course.

WiLL i HAvE TO 
PrESEnT PrOOF OF MY 
cErTiFicATiOn WHEn 
i PurcHASE FirEArMS 

PErMiTS?
Not if we can verify your 

certification electronically, 
which will usually be the case. 
If electronic verification is not 
possible, you MUST provide proof 
of hunter-education certification. 
Once you’re in our database, 
you won’t have to submit this 
information again.

WHY DOES MiSSOuri 
rEquirE HunTEr 

EDucATiOn?
Hunter education has reduced 

hunting accidents and deaths by 
more than 70 percent since it 
became mandatory in 1987. For 
this reason, we recommend all 
hunters become hunter-education 
certified.

Our Hunter Education Program 
provides a foundation in hunting 
safety and ethics. It instills 
responsibility, improves skills 
and knowledge, and encourages 
interaction between beginner and 
veteran hunters.

WHAT DOES THE MiSSOuri 
HunTEr EDucATiOn 

cOurSE cOvEr?
Hunter responsibility and ethics

How firearms work and firearm 
safety

Wildlife identification, game 
care, survival, and first-aid skills

Firearm-handling skills and 
hunting techniques

Awareness about wildlife 
conservation and management

Rules and information unique 
to Missouri

WHO cAn TAKE THE 
cOurSE AnD BE 

cErTiFiED?
Anyone 11 or older is eligible to 

take the course and exam.

HOW DO i EArn A 
MiSSOuri HunTEr 

EDucATiOn cErTiFicATE?
Our course has two parts: 

knowledge and skills. You must 
complete and pass BOTH sessions 
to earn your certificate. NOTE: 
Both sessions must be completed 
in Missouri. Another state’s 
knowledge session will not count 
towards your Missouri hunter 
education certificate. 

Pass the knowledge session
Choose ONE of three 

convenient options to complete the 
knowledge session:

1)  Hunter Education Online - 
$15.00 fee (paid to online course 
provider)

Our convenient online/mobile 
course is adapted to those with 
sight and hearing difficulties. 

It includes text, audio, images, 
graphs, videos, and interactive 
animation to help you complete all 
the chapter reviews. You MUST 
complete all the chapter reviews in 
order to receive your skills-session 
qualifier certificate. You MUST 
print a copy of the skills-session 
qualifier certificate or display the 
PDF on your mobile device to 
enter the skills session.

2) Self-study guide - Free
Order a study guide online 

or pick one up at a Missouri 
Department of Conservation 
office. Study the illustrated 
manual, complete all chapter 
review questions, and present to 
the instructor at the skills session.

3) Classroom session - Free
Register and attend a four-

hour classroom session featuring 
lectures and videos. You MUST 
attend the session, complete all 
student manual chapter review 
questions, and present to the 
instructor at the skills session.

Pass the skills session and exam
Register for a skills session and 

pass the exam
No matter how you complete 

the knowledge session you MUST 
register for and attend a four-hour 
skills session.

You MUST bring your student 
manual with all chapter reviews 
completed or the online skills 
session qualifier certificate to gain 
entry.

The skills session includes 
a mandatory 35-question, 
multiple-choice final exam. After 
successfully completing the 
skills session, you will receive 
a temporary certificate so you 
can purchase a permit and hunt 
immediately.

cAn KiDS TrY HunTing 
WiTHOuT BEcOMing 
HunTEr-EDucATiOn 

cErTiFiED?
Yes! MDC recommends that 

youth begin hunting with an adult 
mentor to become familiar with 
hunting and terminology before 
taking the course.

Youths younger than 16 DO 
NOT need hunter education to 
hunt any game species in Missouri 
until they are ready to hunt alone.

Youth 10 or younger may hunt 
during a firearms hunting season if 
they are in the immediate presence 
of an adult mentor who possesses 
the proper permit.

cAn ADuLTS TrY HunTing 
WiTHOuT BEcOMing 
HunTEr-EDucATiOn 

cErTiFiED?
Yes! Our Apprentice Hunter 

Authorization lets people 16 or 
older try hunting as long as they 
hunt with a properly permitted 
adult (18 or older) mentor.

Hunter Education and Certification Requirement

Karen Chaney Agency, Inc.
223 E. Third St.
Cameron, MO 64429
(816) 632-6586
kchaney@amfam.com

Sandy Ward Agency, Inc.
400 N Main St Ste 2
Gallatin, MO 64640
(660) 663-2722
sward@amfam.com
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ALLOWED FiSHing 
METHODS

You may take fish by pole 
and line, trotline, throw line, 
limb line, bank line and jug 
line. Ice fishing tackle, or 
tip-ups, are considered a 
pole-and-line method.

These methods are 
accepted for catching all 
species offish, although 
additional restrictions may 
apply to specific fishing 
areas.

Game fish not hooked 
in the mouth or jaw must 
be returned to the water 
unharmed immediately, 
except paddlefish legally 
taken during the paddlefish 
snagging season. Game 
fish include goggle-eye 
(commonly known as 
Ozark bass, rock bass, and 
shadow bass), warmouth, 
northern pike, muskellunge, 
tiger muskie, muskie pike 
hybrid, chain pickerel, 
grass pickerel, all species 
of catfish except bullheads, 
all species of black bass 

(largemouth, smallmouth, 
and spotted), paddlefish 
(spoonbill), all species of 
crappie, white bass, yellow 
bass, and striped bass, 
trout, walleye, sauger, and 
shovelnose sturgeon.

ALLOWED 
ALTErnATE 
METHODS

You may use permitted 
alternate methods in 
designated waters to take 
certain species, including 
paddlefish and nongame 
fish. Nongame fish include 
bluegill, green sunfish, 
carp, carpsuckers, suckers, 
buffalo, drum, gar, and all 
other species other than 
those defined as game fish 
or listed as endangered.

Permitted alternate 
methods include: bow, 
crossbow, gig, atlatl, snare, 
underwater spearfishing, 
snagging or grabbing. 
Additional restrictions 
apply to specific species and 
fishing areas. 

All of the above methods 
of taking fish are considered 
sport fishing methods.

nuMBEr OF POLES 
AnD HOOKS

If you use more than 3 
poles (or 2 poles on the 
Mississippi River) at any 
one time, the additional 
poles must be labeled with 
your full name and address 
or Conservation Number. 
Regardless of the method or 
number of poles, you may 
not use more than a total of 
33 hooks at any one time; 
except on the Mississippi 
River the maximum is 50 
hooks at one time. If fishing 
on the Mississippi River and 
on other Missouri waters at 
the same time, no more than 
50 hooks may be used and 
not more than 33 on waters 
other than the Mississippi.

Hooks on trotlines must 
be staged at least 2 feet 
apart. Hooks on any type of 
line, as well as the line itself, 
must be attended every 24 

hours or removed.

PrOHiBiTED FiSHing 
METHODS

No one may use any 
explosive, poison, chemical 
or electrical equipment to 
kill or stupefy fish. Such 
material or equipment may 
not be possessed on waters 
of the state or adjacent 
banks.

Spear guns may not be 
possessed on unimpounded 
waters or adjacent banks, 
and spears may not be 
propelled by explosives.

It also is illegal to attempt 
to take fish by hand, with 
or without a hook, and 
to intentionally leave or 
abandon any commonly 
edible portion of any fish.

OnLY LivE-BAiT 
TrAPS ArE ALLOWED

Fish traps, including slat 
and wire ones, may not 
be possessed on waters in 
Missouri or on adjacent 

banks. However, live-bait 
traps are allowed.

LABELS rEquirED 
On TrAPS AnD LinES

You must place a tag of a 
durable material with your 
full name and address or 
your Conservation Number 
on live-bait traps, trotlines, 
throw lines, limb lines, bank 
lines, jug lines and live 
boxes

.
uSE OF LigHTS

As an aid to fishing 
methods, an artificial light 
may be used only above the 
water surface. However, 
while fishing by pole and 
line only, underwater lights 
may be used to attract fish. 
Underwater lights also may 
be used when bow fishing 
on lakes, ponds and other 
impoundments.

Fishing general rules and methods

INDOOR SHOOTING RANGE

• CCW
     (Conceal, Carry Classes)
• Safety Courses
• Combat Range
• IDPA Combat      
    Competition  Shoots

DGS TOTAL 
RANGE

5415 St. Rt. 169 NE • St. Joseph
Exit 50 off I-29 Go West 2nd House on right

816-364-6937

WE CARRY A 
WIDE 

SELECTION OF 
SHOTGUNS, 

RIFLES, SCOPES 
AND HANDGUNS
Our numerous supplies 

include choketubes, 
black powder rifles 

&  accessories, clips & 
all the ammunition for 

your  hunting & shooting 
needs.

Dean’s Gun Shop, LTD

Karen Chaney Agency, Inc.
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kchaney@amfam.com

Sandy Ward Agency, Inc.
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sward@amfam.com

PROTECTION FOR YOU 
AND YOUR FARM. 
While crops might differ and landscapes may vary, every  
farm requires hard work and dedication. Contact me to learn  
about how I can help protect your hard work. 
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Liberty Gun Safes
Largest selection of 

safes in the area.

Visit Us At:

Grant’s repair, LLC
“Your authorized dealer”

1802 190th Road, Wathena, KS | 785-989-4785
4 miles west of Wathena off Hwy. 36

Bring in this ad 
and receive 

10% OFF 
selected 

Liberty Safes.

Visit us at Grantsrepair.net

Catfish are found on every continent except for Antarctica. Catfish are coveted 
both as a food source and for sport, and these bottom-dwellers come in roughy 3,000 
species, even though estimates suggest the actual number of catfish species may be 
closer to 4,500.

Though they’re primarily freshwater fish, catfish can adapt to other environments 
and are often found in fast-flowing rivers and streams, but some also thrive in 
shallow saltwater environments.

Catfish come in a variety of sizes. The smallest are banjo catfish, which are just 
about 1⁄2-inch long. The largest are Mekong catfish, which can reach nearly nine 
feet in length. 

Catfish also come in a variety of colors, including green, yellow, tan, white, gray, 
or silver.

Their distinctive features make it easy to tell catfish apart from other fish. The 
most notable feature of catfish is the long barbels that protrude from their flattened, 

broad heads. These barbels resemble whiskers, hence 
earning the catfish their name. The barbels are used 
for smelling and sensing within the water. But not 
all catfish species have prominent barbels. Another 
distinguishing feature is that catfish do not have scales. 
They have smooth, often mucus-covered skin that has 
sensory receptors that detect chemicals in the water 
and respond to touch. Some species of catfish have 
poison in their skin. 

Most catfish are carnivorous and will feed on frogs, 
newts, worms, insects, and other fish. Smaller species 
of catfish may feed on plant matter. Since catfish 
are natural bottom-dwellers, meaning they feed on 
the bottom of the water, they often remain unseen in 
various ecosystems. Only cultivated catfish used for 
food feed on the surface of the water.

Depending on the species, catfish may live anywhere 
from eight to 20 years in the wild. Their main predators 
include larger fish, birds, mammals, and humans who 
fish them. One catfish can lay up to 4,000 eggs a year 
per pound of body weight, which can be a boon to the 
farm-raised catfish industry. 

Patience is key when fishing for catfish. Anglers 
often have to travel to the more remote areas where 
catfish congregate. Bait is lowered to the bottom or 
near-bottom, and fishermen then wait for a nibble. In 
some areas of the southern United States, people fish 
for catfish using only their bare hands, a technique 
called “noodling.” As the practice involves targeting the 
fish during spawning season when they are protecting 
nests, this type of fishing may not be legal in certain 
areas that hope to conserve catfish populations.

Catfish are diverse, expansive and interesting fish 
that can be found all over the world. 

‘Fish on’: Reel in some 
catfish facts 

Catfish are found on every continent except for Antarc-
tica. Catfish are coveted both as a food source and for 
sport, and these bottom-dwellers come in roughy 3,000 
species, even though estimates suggest the actual 
number of catfish species may be closer to 4,500.

Interested in trapping? Whether you’re on the hunt for bear, 
muskrat, beaver, mink, fox, raccoon or river otter, all you need are 
a few basic tools to get started!

1. Pliers
A simple pair of pliers may very well 
be a trapper’s best friend, but don’t 
expect it to do everything! Cutting 
the wire after trapping an animal, 
for example, is best done with a pair 
of wire cutters. Wire cutters are also 
essential for trappers wishing to 
make their own snares. And finally, specially designed pliers are 
required to safely open body-gripping (“Conibear”) traps.

2. Pruning shears
Like pliers, pruning shears are useful 
for performing a number of tasks, 
such as cutting small branches to 
help stabilize or camouflage your 
traps.

3. Knives
Skinning your catch is precision work 
and you need specialized knives to 
do it; regular hunting knives with 
their thick blades aren’t fit for the 
task. Among all the types of skinning 
knives, your best bets are the 
triangle blade knife (all-purpose), 

the beaver knife, 
and the caping knife (perfect for small game like 
weasel or muskrat). For best results, hone your 
knives to razor sharpness and protect the blades 
to keep them in prime condition.

Opt for brightly 

colored tools; 

you’ll be less likely 

to lose them!

Three indispensable tools 
for trappers 



Whether hunting, fishing, 
trapping, or hiking, it’s 
important that nature 
enthusiasts of all kinds ensure 
they are legally allowed to 
be on the property they use. 
Trespassing is illegal and the 
consequences can be severe, 
according to the Missouri 
Department of Conservation 
(MDC).

MDC Conservation Agent 
and District Supervisor 
Russell Duckworth said 
trespassing laws in Missouri 
speak to both the landowner 
and the potential trespasser. 
First, landowners must mark 
their property lines with 
signs or purple paint to alert 
hunters and others of where 
the property line is. Second, 
it’s the duty of the hunter 
to either gain permission 
to cross into the property 
boundary or to recognize the 
property line and steer clear.

State Statute 578.520 is 

titled Private Land, and says 
that permission is needed 
before anyone may fish, 
hunt, or trap on private land.

“This includes retrieving 
harvested wildlife from 
private land,” Duckworth 
said.

According to the statute, 
any person who knowingly 
enters or remains on private 
property for the purpose of 
hunting, fishing, trapping, 
or retrieving wildlife is in 
violation of the statute and 
will not only be subject 
to the penalty of a class B 
misdemeanor, they may also 
be required by the court to 
surrender and deliver any 
license or permit issued by the 
Department of Conservation 
to hunt, fish, or trap. The 
court will then notify the 
Conservation Commission 
of any conviction under 
this statute and request the 
Commission to revoke all 

privileges to hunt, fish, or 
trap for at least one year from 
date of conviction.

“Fines and loss of hunting 
and fishing licenses are 
the legal consequences to 
trespassing, but these laws 
and consequences help 
to protect 
e v e r y o n e 
during the 
h u n t i n g 
s e a s o n , ” 
Duckwor th 
said.

The laws 
help to ensure 
m u l t i p l e 
hunters aren’t 
unknowingly 
hunting the 
same area or 
that private 
landowners 
can expect 
to safely use 
their property 
without the 

concern of being surprised by 
a hunter during deer season.

Additionally, Duckworth 
said there are many public 
owned conservation 
areas in Missouri with 
hunting opportunities. A 
Conservation Atlas with 

information on those areas 
can be found on the MDC 
website at mdc.mo.gov.

Know trespassing laws during 
deer season
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BROOKE’S TAXIDERMY
“Preserving 

God’s 
Creations”

For Over 30 Years

204 South Pine
Norborne, Mo 64668

Martin Brooke
Owner

660-594-3636

www.brookestaxidermy.com • mbrooke@greenhills.net

WE SELL WHAT YOU’RE 
LOOKING FOR IN WEAPONS 

AMMUNITIONS & GUNS.

dealer in St. Joseph, MO.

Consumer Rebates are MAIL-IN ONLY. Valid on purchases made from  
8/1/17 through 10/15/17.  All requests must be postmarked by 11/15/17.

Model 870  
Wingmaster

Model 870 Express 

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS VISIT WWW.REMINGTON.COM/REBATES PROMO CODE 76940
ELIGIBILITY: This Promotion is open only to legal U.S. residents age 21 or older. Void where prohibited. Offer not valid for groups, clubs, or organizations. Employees of Remington Outdoor Company and any of its subsidiaries, 
affiliates, suppliers, distributors, advertising, promotion or any other agencies or entities involved with this Promotion, and members of their immediate families and/or those residing in the same household (whether related or 
not) of each of the above are not eligible to participate in this promotion. To redeem rebate, complete the rebate coupon and submit all required information to the address on the coupon. All submissions must be postmarked 
by 11/15/17.  For inquiries regarding the status of the rebate, please go to https://Remington.rebateaccess.com or call 1-888-859-6995. Please maintain a photocopy for your personal records of the information you are 
mailing. All submitted proofs of purchase become property of Remington Arms Company and will not be returned. Remington is not responsible for lost, late, incomplete, damaged or misdirected mail. Fraudulent submissions 
of multiple requests could result in federal prosecution under the U.S. Mail Fraud Statutes (18USC, Section 1341 and 1342). The entry for each offer can be submitted on one coupon. Allow 8–10 weeks for processing. Offer 
good in the USA only. Offer void if cash register tape or proofs of purchase are reproduced. Offer void where prohibited, taxed or restricted by law. This offer is valid for end-users only. Excludes items won or purchased at 
or for fundraising banquet or similar event. Offer limited to product in stock during time of promotion. Promotion may be modified or canceled at any time. NO RAIN CHECKS. ©2017 REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, LLC 

$50 CASH BACK  
ON ALL MODEL 870 SHOTGUNS
(Limit 5) 

BY 
MAIL

*  ADL $50, excludes standard SPS blued and 
stainless models. SPS Varmint and SPS Tactical 
are ELIGIBLE.

CASH BACK  
ON SELECT MODEL 700* RIFLES
(Limit 5) 

$75 
BY 
MAIL$50 CASH BACK  

ON ALL MODEL 700 ADL RIFLES
(Limit 5) 

BY 
MAIL

Model 700 ADL Varmint

Model 700 Magpul

Model 783

$40 CASH BACK  
ON ALL MODEL 783 RIFLES
(Limit 5) 

BY 
MAIL

RI
FL

ES
 

SH
OT

GU
NS

$50 CASH BACK by mail
ON ALL MODEL 870 SHOTGUNS

$50 CASH BACK by mail
ON ALL MODEL 700 ADL RIFLES

$75 CASH BACK by mail
ON SELECT MODEL 700* RIFLES

$40 CASH BACK by mail
ON ALL MODEL 783 RIFLES

Wingmaster

Express

Varmint

Magpul

Model 783

* ADL $50, excludes 
standard SPS blued 
and stainless models. 
SPS Varmint and 
SPS Tactical
are ELIGIBLE.

8/1–10-15/2017
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Thinking of using bait to attract deer to 
your hunting grounds? Here are a few 
tips to help you maximize your chances 
of success this season.

1. Whether you’re hunting or 
approaching your tree stand, always 
stay downwind. Make sure the path 
that leads to your stand allows 
you to get there without the deer 
catching your scent or seeing you.

2.  Choose a bait site that a wary adult 
male will find difficult to bypass. 
Do this by making use of natural 
obstacles like streams and fields. 
This way, you won’t lose sight of 
the animal as it tries to maneuver 

around your site, and you’ll prevent 
it from passing behind your stand 
and catching your scent.

3. If possible, maintain more than 
one bait site so you can adapt 
your strategy to different wind 
conditions.

4.  Be generous with your bait. The 
fewer trips you make to your site 
to restock, the lower your risk of 
contaminating the area with your 
scent. And make sure your bait site 
never runs out of food; you don’t 
want the deer going elsewhere to 
feed!

5. If you are using a firearm, locate 
your tree stand as far as possible 
from your bait site: a minimum of 
100 yards is good so as to avoid 
spreading your scent in the area. 
For the same reason, your hunting 
stand should be as high off the 
ground as possible.

Happy hunting!

Deer hunting: five tips to 
optimize your use of bait

Set your hunting stand up high and at 
a good distance from your bait, and 
approach it from downwind so as not to 
spread your scent.

Hunters and 
anglers, lace up 
your boots and 
get ready for an 
a c t i o n - p a c ke d 
Saturday. On 
September 23, 
2017, National 

Hunting and Fishing Day will be celebrated 
at events across the country. Learn a new 
skill or mingle with likeminded folk by 
taking part in hands-on activities related 
to hunting, shooting, fishing, archery and 
more. For more than 45 years, the day has 
stood as an opportunity to promote the 
traditions of hunting and fishing as well as 
the part played by outdoor sportsmen in 
wildlife conservation efforts.     

The role of hunters and anglers in wildlife 
conservation
The concepts of environmentalism and 
hunting may seem diametrically opposed; 
however, the reality is that hunters and 
anglers contribute $1.7 billion every year 
to conservation efforts. This sum is derived 
from a combination of donations, license 
fees and taxes on hunting and fishing 
equipment. 

Historically, sportsmen were among the 
first to lobby for wildlife protection in North 
America. In the mid-1800s, hunters were 
dismayed to realize that a number of valued 
species were on the brink of extinction. 
In order to protect what they loved, they 
realized that limits had to be set. These 
sportsmen crusaded for the implementation 
of hunting regulations and the protection 
of various habitats. As they organized, 
they developed a series of tenets that 
today inspire the North American Model 
of Wildlife Conservation, a set of principles 
that informs wildlife management and 
conservation in the U.S. and Canada. 

Thanks to the conservation efforts of hunters 
and anglers, our nation has preserved 
countless species of wildlife and thousands 
of acres of wilderness. Continued efforts for 
preservation are supported and celebrated 
annually on the fourth Saturday of 
September 
t h r o u g h 
N a t i o n a l 
Hunting and 
Fishing Day.

September 23, 2017

National Hunting and Fishing 
Day

September 1st every year is the 
opening day of dove season and for me 
it is the first leg of the hunting season 
races. As I walked outside to get into my 
patrol truck to begin my work day, I felt 
the change from summer to fall, which 
happens to be my favorite time of year. 
It was a perfect cool, crisp morning on 
the 1st.. It was the making of a perfect 
morning for dove hunting.  At Pony 
Express Conservation Area, the doves 
were flying all around by the hundreds. 
You could hear the sounds of shotgun 
blasts and the smell of gun powder 
filled the air.  Pony Express is managed 
for dove hunting and it draws hundreds 
of people from all over. Dove hunting 
is typically at its best only during the 
first few days of the two month long 
season. Pony Express has sun flower 
fields planted every year, which happens 
to be doves favorite food and birds 
from the thousands move through. 
Wildlife Biologists take samples of 
hunters’ harvested dove wings to gather 
information; such as age and health of 
the doves. This year at Pony Express 
Conservation Area, doves were harvested 
and around 225 hunters participated. 
District Supervisor Jason Braunecker 
stated “out of the ten years that I have 
worked the Pony Express Conservation 
Area dove opener, 2017 had to be in the 
top 3 for dove harvests among hunters.”  
Dove hunting is fun and it gives people 
an opportunity to get outside and enjoy 
Missouri’s great conservation areas and 
gives people a chance to harvest great 
tasting doves. You can find great recipes 

2017 Dove Opener and Things to Prepare Before 
Hunting this Fall Season
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HUNTING SCHEDULE
Bullfrogs, Green Frogs
June 30 at sunset–Oct. 31, 2017

Coyote
Restrictions apply during April, spring turkey 
season, and firearms deer season.
Open all year

Crow
Nov. 1, 2017–March 3, 2018

Deer
Archery:
Sept. 15–Nov. 10, 2017
Nov. 22, 2017–Jan 15, 2018
Firearms:

• Early youth portion (ages 6–15):
Oct. 28–29, 2017
• November portion:
Nov. 11–21, 2017
• Late Youth Portion (ages 6–15):
Nov. 24–26, 2017
• Antlerless Portion (open areas only):
Dec. 1–3, 2017
• Alternative Methods Portion:
Dec. 23, 2017–Jan 2, 2018

Dove
Sept. 1–Nov. 29, 2017

Groundhog (woodchuck)
May 8–Dec. 15, 2017

Pheasant
Youth (ages 6–15):
Oct. 28–Oct. 29, 2017
Regular:
Nov. 1, 2017–Jan. 15, 2018

Quail
Youth (ages 6–15):
Oct. 28–Oct. 29, 2017
Regular:
Nov. 1, 2017–Jan. 15, 2018

Rabbit
Oct. 1, 2017–Feb. 15, 2018

Sora, Virginia Rails
Sept. 1–Nov. 9, 2017

Squirrel
May 27, 2017–Feb. 15, 2018

Teal
Sept. 9–24, 2017

Turkey
Archery:
Sept. 15–Nov. 10, 2017
Nov. 22, 2017–Jan. 15, 2018
Firearms:

• Fall: Oct. 1–31, 2017

Waterfowl
See the Waterfowl Hunting Digest or visit
short.mdc.mo.gov/ZZx for more information.

Wilson’s (Common) Snipe
Sept. 1–Dec. 16, 2017

Woodcock
Oct. 15–Nov. 28, 2017

Taken from Missouri Conservation Volume 78, Issue 9, 
September 2017

September 1st every year is the 
opening day of dove season and for me 
it is the first leg of the hunting season 
races. As I walked outside to get into my 
patrol truck to begin my work day, I felt 
the change from summer to fall, which 
happens to be my favorite time of year. 
It was a perfect cool, crisp morning on 
the 1st.. It was the making of a perfect 
morning for dove hunting.  At Pony 
Express Conservation Area, the doves 
were flying all around by the hundreds. 
You could hear the sounds of shotgun 
blasts and the smell of gun powder 
filled the air.  Pony Express is managed 
for dove hunting and it draws hundreds 
of people from all over. Dove hunting 
is typically at its best only during the 
first few days of the two month long 
season. Pony Express has sun flower 
fields planted every year, which happens 
to be doves favorite food and birds 
from the thousands move through. 
Wildlife Biologists take samples of 
hunters’ harvested dove wings to gather 
information; such as age and health of 
the doves. This year at Pony Express 
Conservation Area, doves were harvested 
and around 225 hunters participated. 
District Supervisor Jason Braunecker 
stated “out of the ten years that I have 
worked the Pony Express Conservation 
Area dove opener, 2017 had to be in the 
top 3 for dove harvests among hunters.”  
Dove hunting is fun and it gives people 
an opportunity to get outside and enjoy 
Missouri’s great conservation areas and 
gives people a chance to harvest great 
tasting doves. You can find great recipes 

on cooking not only 
doves, but other wild 
game on our website at 
mdc.mo.gov. 

Hunting safety should 
be taken seriously and 
the Missouri Department 
of Conservation cannot 
stress enough the 
importance of being 
safe as everyone gears 
up for the upcoming 
hunting seasons. You 
can sign up for complete 
online hunters education 
courses for anyone over 
the age of 16 on the 
same website listed 
above. You can always 
call our St Joseph office 
816-271-3100 for more 
information. 

September 9th at 
sunrise is the beginning 
of Teal season. There 
are three species of teal 
the green winged, blue 
winged and rarest of 
the three the cinnamon 
teal. The Blue winged 
teal is the second to 
the mallard as the most 
numerous duck in North America. The 
blue winged teal are the earliest duck to 
migrate south during the fall and latest 
to migrate North in the spring. The 
first teal arrive in Missouri in August, 
and their numbers usually peak around 
mid-September. Most of the teal are in 
the southernmost part of the state by the 
time duck season arrives in November. 
The fall migrating teal stay in Missouri a 

relatively short time, so the best hunting 
is usually occurs when cold fronts move 
in that are favorable for migration. If you 
hunt from a boat with a motor, including 
a layout boat, state statutes apply. Be 
sure to visit: mshp.dps.missouri.gov/
MSHPWeb/WaterPatrol. It is good 
practice to prepare before going out 
hunting. Here are a few easy safety tips 
to follow before duck hunting: leave a 
detailed hunting plan with family 

or friend before going out, check the 
weather for dangerous conditions, check 
the weight and load of your gear in your 
boat before and spread the weight out 
evenly, wear a coast-guard approved life 
jacket at all times, exercise caution while 
you boat through flood waters, and wear 
a belt with your chest waders to prevent 
them from filling up with water. Before 
the season starts take the time and go to 
the gun range and practice on sporting 
clays. 

September 15th is the opening day 
for deer and turkey archery season. I 
encourage everyone to take the time 
to make safety checks on tree stands 
before the season starts. Every year 
throughout the state and country there 
are hunting incidents involving tree 
stands. Sometimes things happen out of 
our control; however, do not let a strap 
that has gone bad or a faulty tree stand 
injure you or worse.  Do yourself and 
your family a favor and invest in a fall 
arrest system while you bow hunt from 
a stand. A fall arrest system is a safety 
harness. The system links you to the tree 
and will save your life if you somehow 
lose your balance, or your stand falters. 
. If you have bait out make sure you 
have the bait COMPLETELY removed 
ten days prior to hunting in the area. 
Consult the Wildlife Code book for 
more information. You can purchase 
deer and turkey archery permits online 
through our mobile hunting app on any 
smart phone

Be sure to have fun and stay safe 
during the upcoming hunting seasons. 

2017 Dove Opener and Things to Prepare Before 
Hunting this Fall Season
By zach White
Conservation Agent, Clinton County
editor@mycameronnews.com

Photo by Zac White
Two hunters enjoy the opening of dove season 
at Pony Express Conservation Area. 



H16          Hunting & Fishing Tuesday, September 19, 2017

12929 SE Bigham Rd • Stewartsville, MO 64490
Office 816.424.3928   www.castilecreekkennels.com

Gundog Training, Obedience on any Breed, 
Gun Dogs for Sale, Retriever Puppies,

Professional Retriever Training Facility
Boarding 365 Days a Year  

The front of my wooden craft slid into 
the Missouri River’s dark water. It was 
February, but the sun was shinning and the 
temperature was tolerable. I pulled the wool 
capote up around my neck and paddled out 
a few feet from the shore into the mighty 
pull of the down stream current. I had 
loaded my light eight foot wooden boat with 
my blanket roll, axe and kettle towards the 
front. My flintlock was in the floor near me, 
tied to the gunwale. I was off, headed down 
stream for Fort Osage if all went well. The 
only thing separating me from the cold river 
was a thin layer of plywood.  There is more 

to the story of course, but I made it safely 
three miles or so down stream, crossing the 
wide river in the wind and feeling a little like 
a maple leaf sitting on the surface with the 
current working one way beneath me and 
the wind shoving me another above. 

The light weight boat I had used for this 
adventure is called a pirogue and was put 
together by hand in my dad’s workshop, 
strengthened with fiberglass and painted. 
It had the look and feel of a pirogue that 
might have been paddling up under the 
bank at Fort Osage in the early 1800’s.  I 
am not particularly handy with a table saw, 
but with the supervision of my dad, who is, 
we built the boat ourselves. You can do the 
same.

The plans we used were from a book 
called appropriately enough, Building the 
Pirogue, a detailed instructional guide. 

If you want to give the boat building 
process a try, the plans we used are still 
available from Blue Heron Mercantile in 
Lafayette, IN. Jim Jacobs is a long time friend 
and fellow traveler in the 18th century 
reenactment circles, so you know his efforts 
at putting this book together are going to be 
rooted in accuracy.

You can contact Blue Heron at:
Blue Heron Mercantile

4202 Hillside Drive
Lafayette, IN 47909

Orders: 1-765-474-8426
Phone/Fax: 1-765-474-8426

You may want to try e-mail as well at 
blueheron48@comcast.net

The book gives you the option of building 
a boat with 14” or 15” sides. If you have 
enough material, build the 15” boat. I 

have had my boat on several rivers and on 
my pond at home and it works well. It’s 
primarily a one man boat, but you can float 
two adults if you are careful. You just don’t 
have much free board when you have two 
on board.

Jim has made extended trips in his boat 
on the Wabash River and other streams in 
Indiana, and carried the appropriate period 
camp gear as well. The pirogue hauls fairly 
easily in the bed of a full size pickup, and 
with a little modification to the trailer hitch 
at your local blacksmith shop, you can 
make an extension rack that really looks 
professional. 

So this winter, go buy your three sheets 
of Pine, Fir or Luaun plywood and have at 
it. I think you will be surprised at how the 
instructions walk you through the project.

Who knows, you may end up with a 
muzzle loading rifle and a powder horn to 
go with it.

Build Your Own Pirogue

By Kyle carroll
Outdoor Journal, Contributed
editor@mycameronnews.com


