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By Mike Hanrahan

Cameron area resident Loyd Bray 
served four years in the United States Air 
Force, from April 9, 1959 to April 8, 1963.

Loyd took Basic Training at Lackland 
AFB in San Antonio, TX, after which he 
went to Electronics School at Keesler AFB 
in Biloxi, MS.

Following training, he was assigned 
to Lincoln AFB in Nebraska, where he 
spent the remainder of his service, with the 
307th Bomb Wing, Strategic Air Command 
(SAC), Electronics Counter Measures 
(ECM), Armament and Electronics 
Squadron (ECM). Specifically, Radar 
Jamming Equipment (hampering enemy 
radar) designed to interfere with enemy 
radar and their ability to locate American 
planes.

At the time of Loyd’s service, their 
main aircraft were B-47 Bombers along 
with KC-97 tankers.

Initially Loyd worked removing 
equipment from the aircraft and transferring 
it to the repair shop. But he was soon 
transferred to the shop and was actually 

involved in making equipment repairs. 
Loyd said that his job was essentially the 
same as civilian jobs, working a regular 
shift.

However, two major events occurred 
which provided significant departure 
from the routine and created plenty of 

adrenaline. 
The first event was on April 15th, 1960. 

A group of men, including Loyd, found 
space on a brand new KC-97 (fuel tanker), 
dubbed the Milan ll, for a weekend trip 
to southern California. Loyd, along with 
many others, were seated at the rear of the 
aircraft in “web seats”.

As the tanker gained speed down the 
runway, the aircraft began to veer off the 
runway. As the crew struggled to straighten 
the plane they found the nose gear was not 
responding, nor was the opposite rudder 
pressure. The plane veered left, then right 
and off the runway. The nose gear was 
sheared away by either a runway light, 
or simply by the terrain. The props were 
spinning at 2000 rpm and dug into the 
ground, sending a shower of sparks and 
dirt shooting  into the air.

After skidding for considerable distance, 
the plane came to a stop near a fuel pit, with 
the tail of the aircraft considerably higher 
than the main fuselage. Smoke billowed 
into the air as fuel from a ruptured fuel 
tank ignited. All on board realized it was 
essential to get off the plane as quickly as 
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possible before the fire reached the large 
fuel tanks, exploding the tanker into small 
pieces.

Those on the front of the plane were 
able to escape via the wings and jumping 
to the ground. However, those in the rear 
of the aircraft needed to exit from the 
rear doors, with a 20 foot jump to the 
ground. The airman who jumped before 
Loyd broke his ankle. Loyd landed safely, 
and helped to pull the man with a broken 
ankle to safety. Fortunately, everyone on 
board managed to escape. Fire equipment 
arrived quickly and luckily the fuel tanks 
did not explode, but the fire consumed the 
entire plane. Afterward it was difficult to 
recognize it as the shiny new KC-97. The  
men did not have their weekend in sunny 
California, but they were alive.

The next occurrence was in October of 
1962, and was a much larger threat. It was 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, which brought 
the world to the brink of thermonuclear 
war.

 The U.S. knew that there was a small 
contingent of Soviet troops in Cuba. But 
on October 14th, a U2 piloted by Major 
Richard Heyer over Cuba photographed 
Soviet medium range Ballistic Missiles 
which would be operational in about two 

weeks. These  missiles would be capable of 
reaching the United States before a warning 
could be issued. Later photographs revealed 
22 Soviet bombers, 39 MiG-21 fighter jets 
and a total of 16 Medium Range nuclear 
missiles and 24 SA-2 SAM missiles.

At Lincoln AFB, where Loyd was 
stationed, the Command Post received a 
“standby Alert message”. These occurred 
quite often and were considered “routine”. 
However, when the actual message was 
received, there was much disbelief. 
The message was revealed as a “real 
world” message, and that all bombers 
were to be dispersed to various locations 
under a pre-arranged procedure. The 
Defense Readiness Condition was set at 
DEFCON-4. On October 22nd, President 
Kennedy addressed the nation, and at 
that time an order was issued to move to 
DEFCON-3. Operation Chrome Dome was 
initiated, meaning that U.S. bombers would 
be in the air constantly. President Kennedy 
instituted a blockade of Cuba, allowing no 
more military equipment to be unloaded in 
Cuba. The Military moved to DEFCON-2, 
meaning extreme high alert. There is only 
one level after DEFCON-2, which would 
likely be war.

During this time, Loyd and the base was 

on high alert. No leaves were granted, and 
no one was allowed to leave the base. The 
repair crews worked around the clock on 
any aircraft coming in for repairs and were 
made air-worthy as quickly and efficiently 
as possible. Fortunately the Soviet Union 
“blinked” and removed their military 
installations from Cuba. This is the closes 
the world has been to a full nuclear war.

Loyd occasionally flew as the “4th man” 
on some flights, and did a temporary duty 
at Moron AFB near Seville, Spain. 

The 307th Bomber Wing was 
temporarily de-commissioned, but has 
been re-commissioned and is now based 
at Barksdale AFB in Louisiana. Now, of 
course, they are a B-52 base.

Following military service, Loyd 
returned to the Cameron area and began 
farming. He met his wife, Loretta (Lori) 
while in the Air Force. They had two 
daughters, Terri (now a teacher) and Diane 
(a grain marketing specialist). Loyd’s wife 
passed away in 2018.

 Loyd says his best memory of the 
military is the close friendships developed 
and which were maintained after the 
service. His worst memory was the being 
aboard the KC-97 when it crashed on take-
off,
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By Mike Hanrahan

Rodney L. Clevenger of Polo (MO) 
served his country as a member of the United 
States Marine Corps. He was a member of 
the 3rd Battalion, 3022nd Platoon.

Rodney attended Central Missouri State 
University, measuring in Chemistry. He was 
married at the time he entered the Marine 
Corps. He took Basic Training in San Diego, 
then to Camp Pendleton for additional 
training.

From Camp Pendleton, Rodney was 
sent to the Navy Support Activity, Mid-
South, where he trained in Avionics, Radar 
Technician. He was trained specifically on 
the F4B Phantom Jets. While at Memphis 
he took an examination where he graduated 
3rd in a class of 103. He was a candidate for 
Officer Candidate School and Pilot Training 
except for technicalities including the fact 
that he was married.

From Memphis he went to the Marine 
Corps Air Station—Cherry Point (North 
Carolina), where he spent a little over 2 
full years. He was only 10 months from 
completing his military service when he 
was sent to Vietnam. While at Memphis 
he participated in “war games”. On one 

occasion his expertise as a radar operator 
led to the shooting down of a drone, which 
effective stopped the war games since there 
was not a replacement drone.

After a stopover in Okinawa, Rodney 
arrived in Vietnam, landing at Da Nang Air 
Base which was the entry point for almost 
all American troops into Vietnam. Rodney 
would end up spending his entire tour at Da 

Nang. He was assigned to the Headquarters 
and Maintenance Squadron. Proficient in 
typing, he was assigned to the Staff Office.

Da Nang is a large base which came 
under enemy rocket attacks from time to 
time. Initially the perimeter was guarded 
by Air Force and Marine personnel. After 
that duty was turned over to Republic of 
Vietnam troops, the number of rocket attacks 
increased. The enemy primarily targeted 
aircraft and runways with rockets landing 
far from Marine housing. They would often 
climb atop their “hooches” (living quarters) 
and watch the rockets hit.

Rodney was assigned to transport the 
Commanding Officers, which gave him 
access to a Jeep. There were always a number 
of soldiers arrested for various offenses and 
he was often assigned to provide transport to 
the Brig. He also picked up medical patients 
and transported them to treatment centers. 
He often drove on Highway One, a contested 
route.

He said that it was amazing how many 
men from Polo and vicinity he saw while in 
Vietnam. It was always a boost to his morale 
when he saw people he knew from “back 
home”.

One day he noted a tremendous number of 

Rodney L. Clevenger
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planes leaving the base and heading north to 
the point there were virtually no planes left on 
base. That turned out to be part of Operation 
Ivory Coast, which was an attempt to rescue 
some 61 prisoners of war thought to be in a 
particular North Vietnamese holding center. 
Fifty-six Special Ops troops were landed at 
the compound. Unfortunately, the POW’s 
had already been moved. While the mission 
overall was considered a success, it led to a 
revamping of the intelligence community.

One drawback for Rodney was driving 
around the south end of the base which took 
him by the base morgue. He said that was a 
sad duty and would always bring back the 
reality of war.

His worst memory of the stint in Vietnam 

occurred after he returned home in July of 
’71. The sudden sound of fireworks would 
create a brief panic and reflex actions. 
Fortunately this problem soon disappeared 
as he adjusted back to civilian life.

He said that one of the negatives of being 
in Vietnam was the amount of drinking 
and, for some, marijuana usage. There was 
always a lot of “down time” on the base and 
little to do but drink. Rodney drank, but after 
returning home and teaching Sunday school, 
he gave up drinking.

After military service, Rodney went 
to work for NCR for two years doing 
electronic work. He worked on freight docks 
for a short while before being hired by Ford 
Motors, eventually moving into a salaried, 

supervised position. He retired from Ford 
after 35 years (he retired after 31, but was 
asked to come back to work for another 4 
years). He currently works for the Caldwell 
County Detention Center, located just west 
of Kingston. 

 Some months after his return to civilian 
life he received a visit in Polo from a Naval 
Officer who presented him with the Navy 
Commendation Medal for his outstanding 
service. It is a beautiful medal of which he 
is justly proud.

Rodney and his wife Carol live a little 
south of Polo and recently celebrated their 
54th wedding anniversary. Rodney remain 
in great shape and enjoys the game of golf.
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By Mike Hanrahan

Jim Cochenour was born and raised in 
Hale, Mo. He graduated from Hale High 
School in 1961 and took a job with Hallmark 
Cards  in Kansas City. He joined the United 
States Air Force in 1963.

He took basic training at Lackland AFB 
in Texas. From there he went to Chanute 
AFB in Rantoul, Illinois, for aircraft 
instrument specialist training. Following 
the completion of tech school, Jim was 
stationed at Laredo AFB in Texas. This was 
an air training command specializing in 
training pilots. While there, President John 
F. Kennedy was assassinated and Jim’s unit 
was put on immediate alert on the flight line 
to guard the aircraft.

Jim received a 14 day leave in June of 
1965 and married his childhood sweetheart, 
Debera Ross, a fellow graduate of Hale HS. 
While home he received orders to report 
back to Laredo AFB, and from there to 
Lowry AFB in Colorado for accelerated 

training in munitions handling. Note: The 
Air Force had pulled 1000 men out of 3 
different career fields due to the shortage of 
munition handlers in Vietnam. After another 
14 day leave to return home to his wife, he 
received orders to Misawa AFB in Japan for 

munitions training.
After 4 months of training, Jim’s unit was 

sent to Tachikawa AFB for deployment to 
Vietnam. They were deployed on 3 different 
C-130 aircraft to Tan Son Nhut Airbase in 
Saigon. Jim was on the last flight, but while 
it was taking off there was air abort due to 
engine fluctuations. After a 10-hour wait, 
they were finally headed to Vietnam. The 
flight had to make an unscheduled stop at 
Taipei Air Station in Taiwan for additional 
aircraft maintenance. While the men were 
allowed to deplane to stretch their legs, they 
were not allowed to leave the vicinity of the 
aircraft. Once they landed in Saigon, they 
were put on buses and sent 27 miles to Bien 
Hoa Airbase.

While at Bien Hoa, Jim worked 12 hour 
night shifts in the bomb dump. Their unit 
had frequent contact with Agent Orange, as 
well as frequent gunfire. Much of their work 
was under Operation Farmhand (which was 
the code name for spraying vegetation with 
Agent Orange to defoliate brush and trees 
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in order to provide visual contact with the enemy. The men in his 
unit lived in small, crude huts with frequent visits from mice which 
sometimes nibbled on the toes of the sleeping men.

Jim’s duty consisted of mixing Napalm, filling fiberglass 
propaganda bombs with leaflets, unloading trailers of bombs, 
rockets, fuses and other miscellaneous items. Whenever Highway 1 
between Saigon and Bien Hoa received damage from the Viet Cong, 
his unit had to receive munitions by barge at a hamlet located about 
7 miles from their base. They drove flatbed trailers to the hamlet at 
night with instructions not to stop for anyone or anything.

When Jim received departure orders back to the states, he was 
told he could take the next flight out, but he missed it by mere 
minutes. While boarding another flight the next day, he learned that 
the original flight he was to have been on crashed, killing all aboard. 
“Wow! That was a God thing”, said Jim.

Jim was excited about the military and had wanted to be a 
career man, but after his experience in Vietnam decided against it, 
knowing that “no doubt I’ll be returned to Vietnam”. Jim returned 
to his job at Hallmark, receiving 4 years on the seniority list due to 
his military service.

Jim worked for Hallmark for 37 years, retiring in 1999. He 
did not talk much to family and friends about Vietnam. Jim had a 
brother and a brother-in-law who both retired after 20-plus years 
in the military. His brother died of heart disease, and the brother-
in-law who served at Cam Ranh Bay Airbase, died of cancer and 
Parkinson’s disease.

Jim was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease in 2015. He is 

now 100% disabled and non-employable. He still suffers from 
hallucination, although medication is helping. He says, “I am so 
thankful to have help from the VA out of Leavenworth. They come 
to my home in Kidder every month and check my vitals every day 
on Med Tronic’s equipment.” He went on to say “Their help has 
made it possible for me to stay home longer with my wife of 54 
years”. Jim and Debbie have two married daughters (Kris Smith 
and Dawn Estes) who both live in Cameron. They are blessed with 
5 grandchildren and 1 great grandson.

Jim received the National Defense Medal, Vietnam Campaign 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Good Conduct Medal, and State of 
Missouri-United States Forces Medal.
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By Mike Hanrahan

Lieutenant-Colonel John Howard was 
born in Kansas City, Kansas. He currently 
lives in rural Clay County, Missouri, with 
his wife Martha and serves as Pastor at the 
Holt (MO) United Methodist Church.

He was commissioned through the Air 
Force ROTC program while a student at 
Kansas State University. While there he 
earned a B.S. in Civil Engineering and was 
commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in June of 
1969. He trained as an aviator at Mather 
Air Force Base in Sacramento, CA. This 
was a 9-month program, but John stayed 
on an additional 6 months to specialize in 
electronic warfare.

He was initially assigned to B-52’s and 
received B-52 training at Castle AFB in 
Merced, California. He was then assigned 
to the Strategic Air Command (SAC), 17th 
Bomb Wing, Bomb Squadron at Wright-
Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio.

He was then deployed to Southeast Asia 
as part of the Arc Light operations. He was 
deployed the last 3 months of 1971 and 

almost all of 1972. Collectively, he flew 98 
combat missions from U-Tapao Royal Thai 
Navy Airfield (Thailand) and Andersen 
AFB in Guam.

Back at Wright-Patterson AFB, his 
unit’s primary role was in the Cold War 

was to maintain combat readiness and “pull 
alert” for extended periods of time. This 
posture meant being able to launch within 
15 minutes of notification of an attack. 
His unit also pulled alert at McDill AFB 
in Tampa, FL. During those days the B-52 
bombers were part of a defense triad which 
also included nuclear-armed submarines 
and land-based missiles. 

John left active duty in May of 1974. 
He stayed in the Dayton, Ohio area, 
earning an MBA degree from Wright State 
University. In the summer of 1975 he 
began working at the Kansas City regional 
office of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. While there, he also joined the 
U.S. Air Force Reserve. He was assigned 
as C-130 navigator to the 442nd Tactical 
Airlift Wing, 303rd Tactical Squadron at 
Richards-Gebaur AFB south of Kansas 
City, MO. A requirement of that unit was an 
initial 10-week training period on C-130’s 
at Little Rock, Arkansas.

The year 1982 brought significant 
changes to John’s civilian and military 
careers. His civilian path led him to the VA 
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Hospital in Kansas City. His military career AF Reserve unit to 
the Missouri National Guard and the 139th Tactical Airlift Group, 
180th Tactical Airlift Squadron at Rosecrans Field in St. Joseph, 
MO. There he performed duties as a navigator and an instructor 
and evaluator navigator.

Exactly 20 years from his first deployment to Southeast Asia 
in B-52’s, Howard deployed to the Middle East with the Missouri 
National Guard in C-130’s as part of Operation Desert Storm. 
John mentioned the contrast between the jungle environment of 
Vietnam to the barren deserts of the Middle East. He also noted the 
vast technological differences  between the two conflicts.

Howard remembers flying numerous missions from the United 
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and elsewhere positioning troops, 
equipment, and supplies in preparation for the start of the ground 
war. John and his crew happened to have a mission into Rafha, 
Saudi Arabia the morning the ground assault began. Rafha was a 
central starting point for the ground invasion of Iraq, and the sheer 
numbers of ground forces made an impressive sight.

Howard expressed his tremendous respect for the aviators of 
previous wars as they endured plying without pressurized aircraft, 
and the necessity to fly at lower altitudes which made them 
more vulnerable to ground fire. Aviators in the past also lacked 
advanced navigation equipment, making accurate navigation and 
target acquisition more difficult.  John also expressed tremendous 
admiration for veteran from all branches of service, for Prisoners-
of-War, those missing in action, and those currently serving in the 
military. He stated that while politics and technology change, the 
patriotism, dedication, and bravery of today’s service men and 
women is as strong as ever.

John began working for the Veteran’s Hospital in Kansas City 
in 1982 as Chief Engineer, and later Director of Facilities. He 
especially loved this job because it gave him the opportunity to 
meet and visit with many veterans from all service branches. He 
enjoyed serving them, visiting with them, and hearing their stories.

Just prior to retirement in 2001, John accepted Jesus as his Lord 
and Savior. He returned to the Methodist Church, the denomination 
he grew up in. After a period of discernment,  John became a 
licenses local Pastor. He served 7 years as Pastor at the Kearney 
(MO) United Church. He then served as a pastor at both the Turney 
and Holt UMC. He currently serves as the Pastor in Holt. He is 
also involved with the Kairos Prison Ministry and makes weekly 
visits to the Missouri Correctional Centers in Cameron, Missouri.

• Traditional funerals and 
graveside services

• Cremation services and 
supplies

• Celebration of Life ceremonies
• Mausoleum entombments
• Prearrangement services
• Grief support
• National Funeral Directors 

Association

222 W. Third • Cameron, Mo
816-632-2158

Serving Our Community Since 1905Serving Our Community Since 1905

Poland-Thompson Poland-Thompson 
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

“Our family can serve your family with
the dignity they deserve!”

If you are seeking membership to the American Legion, Sons of the American Legion 
or the Auxiliary, contact Bob Isbell at 816-632-2961 or Allen Reed at 816-632-3113

American Legion Post 33
P.O. Box 47 • Cameron, Mo

• Help with Veteran’s assistance • Help with Veteran’s assistance 
• Flag Routes• Flag Routes
• Boy Scout Troop 87 sponsor• Boy Scout Troop 87 sponsor
• JROTC• JROTC
• Awards college scholarships• Awards college scholarships

What do we do?What do we do?



2020 Veterans Voice 11

WITH RESPECTWITH RESPECT
HONORHONOR

AND GRATITUDE.....AND GRATITUDE.......

THANK  YOU  VETERANSTHANK  YOU  VETERANS

3309 Miller St. • Bethany, MO 64424 
660-425-2315

814 N. Walnut • Cameron, MO 64429    
816-632-7000

201 S. Davis • Hamilton, MO 64644   
816-583-2154

305 Main • Polo, MO 64671   
660-354-2111

217 E. Main St. • Stanberry, MO 
64489 660-783-9500

www.banknw.com

By Mike Hanrahan

Joe Lenk of Kidder (MO) was born and 
raised in Silex (MO) between Hannibal and 
St. Louis. He enlisted in the United States 
Army in 1966.

Joe took Basic Training at Fort Leonard 
Wood, followed by Advanced Infantry 
Training at Fort Polk, Louisiana. From 
there he was sent to Vietnam with the 64th 
Support Group.

He was stationed at both Quinhon and 
Pleiku, which is northwest of Quinhon in 
the central highlands.

In early 1968 North Vietnam launched 
the surprise Tet Offensive which became 
a turning point in the war. Tet is an annual 
Vietnamese holiday celebrating the lunar 
New Year. Most years this was an unofficial 
“truce” as the North Vietnamese celebrated. 
However, in 1968 they launched a full-
strength attack on many South Vietnamese 
cities, towns, and military bases.

Joe returned from R&R in Tokyo to find 
his base on full red-alert.

The fighting began with an all-out mortar 

attack by Viet Cong / North Vietnamese 
troops. The mortar fire was most intense at 
night in an effort to interrupt the sleep of 
the Americans/South Vietnamese troops. 
Joe said he learned he could go three days 
without sleep.

Joe was manning a .50 caliber machine 
gun emplacement when the frontal attack 
began. Wave after wave of enemy troops 
stormed the United States position, and 
machine gun emplacements were a prime 
target. Joe recalls following the flight of 
“tracer” rounds and hearing the impact of 
the bullets.

Joe fired his .50 caliber until the barrel 
actually began to melt, rendering the gun 
inoperable. He was forced to resort to his 
M-14 rifle and .45 caliber handgun. He 
said this was the worst moment in his tour 
of duty and he fully expected to be killed. 
Their position was nearly overrun in the 
assault. He suffers from Post-Traumatic 
Syndrome to this day from the experience.

He says the battle was “total chaos”. 
There was really no time to “think” one just 
reacted as they were trained to do. It was 
loud with constant gunfire and explosions 
from mortar strikes.

When they eventually evacuated, it “felt 
like defeat”. In reality, the Tet offensive 
caused the North Vietnamese to lose about 
one-third of the men they sent into battle. 

Joe Lenk
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In addition, the Viet Cong lost “tens of thousands” men. The losses 
were devastating to the North Vietnamese, and they failed to achieve 
their goal of turning the South Vietnamese people against the war. 
However, it did begin to turn the American people against the war, 
eventually leading to the United States withdrawal.

Joe’s best memories was his R&R trip to Tokyo. He stayed in a 
hotel near the shopping and entertainment areas. He was primarily 
interested in touring the city and basically sight-seeing.

Another positive experience was seeing a show by Bob Hope and 
various entertainers, including Phyllis Diller. Before Phyllis came 
out, Hope announced that Miss America was with the show. Phyllis 
Diller then entered the stage. She joked that she had been captured 
by the enemy, but “they brought me back”. As Joe was exiting the 

area, he found himself standing next to General Westmoreland—
before being quickly escorted away by security.

Joe’s medals include a Bronze Star and various campaign 
medals. He also qualified as an expert marksman.

Joe’s Post-Traumatic Stress made it difficult for him to hold a 
job stateside. He moved from job to job as a result. Joe had war 
nightmares for years, but they are becoming less frequent now.

 Joe now lives with his wife outside of Kidder, Mo. He had two 
sons from a previous marriage, both live in Colorado.

 He expressed gratitude to the Veterans Administration for 
“sticking with him” over the years as he struggled to deal with his 
combat experience.
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By Mike Hanrahan

John Meikle of Cameron joined the U.S, 
Air Force in January of 1964. He took Basic 
Training at Lackland AFB in Texas. He 
commented that many “runs” in Basic were 
cancelled due to heat, and that there were no 
complaints from recruits!

Following Basic, John remained at 
Lackland for advanced technical training in 
Cryptographic Maintenance. He says this 
was a long and involved training and kept 
him at Lackland for quite a while.

Eventually he was sent to Mountain 
Home, Idaho with the Communications 
Wing under the Strategic Air Command. At 
the time, the Air Force was decommissioning 
missile sites, and the site eventually became 
TAC (Tactical Air Command). They base 
was involved with bombers and Fighter Jets.

John’s day-to-day job was maintenance 
of cryptographic equipment (encoding 
and decoding) devices. Working in this 
area required a “Top Secret” clearance. 
Interestingly, their OIC (Officer in Charge) 
lacked “Top Secret” clearance and was not 
allowed into their facility.

“Preventative Maintenance” required 
keeping communications equipment 
constantly available and operating, 
as well as constant training on “what 
if’s” and developing an action plan if 
something unexpected occurred. They 
were responsible for making everything 
“online” if needed, including missiles and 
knowing where every plane was (in the air, 
on the ground, in repairs, and available for 
response). The equipment emitted a lot of 
heat and required regular filter replacement 
to prevent dust or any particle which could 
damage communications.

John often returned to Lackland for 

updated training, particularly during the 
period when the Air Force was updating 
from tube electronics to Solid State, and 
keeping all communications in operation. 
John commented that the technical school 
building was 3 stories tall with no windows 
and only 1 door. The facility was fenced 
and patrolled. Study was during the day, no 
access to the building after hours.

John left for Vietnam in October of 
1965, assigned to the 619th Tactical Control 
Squadron. They were responsible for air 
traffic control and radar units at multiple 
sites. They did not have a location for John 
when he arrived so he was assigned to the 
Postal Squadron temporarily. Christmas 
was approaching and there was a temporary 
need for increased mail handling. However, 
he continued to be housed with the 619th.

Eventually John was assigned to the 
radar station at Hon Tre Island. The radar 
tower was atop a very tall hill and it was 

a dangerous ride to the top on rough, slick 
and bumpy roads and the constant fear of a 
rollover.

The site was not fully operational when 
he arrived. Army personnel provided 
a perimeter on the island. Air Force 
personnel made the site fully operational 
and controlled all air traffic in that sector of 
Vietnam. There were 6 such radar sites in 
the South Vietnam area.

Men worked in 12 hour shifts for five 
days, then rotated shifts. There were 2 
missile batteries located near the radar 
tower and both Army and Air Force 
personnel were responsible for night guard 
duties. John said they called themselves 
the “expendable alarm system”. There 
were Viet Cong personnel on the island at 
times, and the radar tower was always the 
objective. They also had large fuel bladders 
which also needed protection. They were 
advised to go nowhere alone or at night.

John said the biggest inconvenience for 
the entire 12 month was the lack of a “mess 
hall”. They ate C-rations the entire year. John 
was regularly sent to other communication 
sites for maintenance duties. He was to 
find his own transportation and traveled 
on C-130’s, helicopters, Australian cargo 
planes, whatever he could locate, and rarely 
went anywhere by a direct route.

John’s worst experience in Vietnam was 
being housed near a morgue, and seeing the 
many coffins stacked for eventual use. He 
commented “it was such a waste of young 
lives”. He also twice witnessed the self-
immolation of Buddhist monks. He also 
commented that like most returning soldiers, 
he quickly changed to civilian clothing due 
to the many war protestors. 

His best experience was the camaraderie 
among military personnel, and the exposure 
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By Mike Hanrahan

Ryan Murphy, of Cameron, spent two 
tours of duty in Baghdad, Iraq. Those tours 
accounted for 27 months of his military 
service. When he advised his parents he was 
joining the military, they were not thrilled. 
But eventually accepted it, and his mother 
told him to “learn something”.

Ryan joined the Army in 2004, taking 
Basic Training at Fort Benning, Georgia, 
going on to the 3rd Infantry Division, at 
Fort Stewart, GA. He was assigned to a 
mechanized unit.

His first deployment in Iraq began in 
January of 2006. The Army took over a large 
building in downtown Baghdad, while their 
Iraqi counterparts occupied another building 
in the same complex. Contractors built a 12 
foot wall surrounding the complex. Ryan 
commented that since his unit was on the 2nd 
floor, they were still visible.

His first tour, like his 2nd, was all “urban 
warfare”, essentially house-to-house. He said 
there was a lot of “action” in his first tour, 
but he considers it “mild” when compared 
to the 2nd tour. In the first tour they had hot 
meals once a day, served in one of Saddam’s 
palaces. They never had a hot meal in the 
second tour.

Ryan commented that the first tour was 
“mainly bad experiences”, but met up with 
his best friend (yet to this day) during that 
tour. They were in the same unit and were 
together every day.

Despite the intense heat and constant 
danger, they were able to find humor at times. 
On one occasion Ryan accidentally stepped 
in a drainage hole and fell, his weapon flying 
through the air and landing virtually at the 
feet of the platoon leader. The platoon leader 
had not seen him fall, but turned and gave 
him a strange look.

On another occasion, they were going 
over a wall when the first guy went over, he 
landed in a “kiddie pool” full of water. He 
quickly advised the others to cross elsewhere!

On Ryan’s 2nd tour, they lived in an 
upscale, very wealthy area occupied by 
people who had been loyal to Saddam. To 
give an idea of the wealth, in one instance 
they found solid gold “silverware”. However, 
the American troops were housed in a 
building without running water. There was no 
facility for showers, so the men improvised a 
shower system using bottled water. That was 
eventually nixed since they were told they 
were using too much of the water supply.

Without running water, they had to 
construct an “outhouse” within the building. 
With a hundred men inside, and brutally hot 
weather, it did not take long for the odor 
to penetrate the entire building. The men 
learned to wait and use the restroom within 
the (now unoccupied) wealthy homes still 
equipped with running water.

Ryan’s unit conducted a number of 
operations in conjunction with Iraqi forces 
whom he described as “good soldiers”, who 
had fewer rules/restraints than the U.S. troops. 
Ryan said there was not a lot of interaction 
between the two groups outside of fighting, 
mostly due to the language barrier.

Ryan and his team operated out of a 
Bradley Fighting Vehicle/Personnel Carrier. 
It has a 3-man crew and a fully-equipped 
team of six men, of which Ryan was “Team 
Leader”. It also carried a lot of fire-power 
with a 25mm cannon capable of firing 
100-300 rounds per minute (based on the 
ammunition) along with a 7.62 machine gun.

The 101st Airborne was also operating in 
the area. He said they would often “stir up 
a hornet’s nest” with the enemy and would 
call in the Bradley’s to provide heavier 
fire-power. Ryan’s unit also operated in the 
infamous Sadar City which was a stronghold 
of enemy fighters and battles were often very 
intense. Fortunately, they received the “green 
light” from their commander to “level the 
playing field” in that area. During much of 
that time the men “lived inside” the very hot 
Bradley’s and they were normally drenched 
in sweat. However, that was pretty much true 
the entire time they were in Baghdad. 

Operating as a team leader, Ryan was 
elevated to the rank of Sergeant relatively 
quickly. While their entire unit “suffered 
casualties”, all of his team survived. They 
were in an area of combat except for 
occasional needed trips back to the fuel 
depot.

Ryan’s best memories of his service 
was the friendships forged with people he 
otherwise would never have known. They 
remain a tight unit and reunite from time 
to time, and make it a point to get together 
whenever possible. He met his best friend 
on the bus at Fort Benning, and they fought 
together then entire time.

His worst memories are the “losses of 
personnel, people he knew”. He also said that 
“just being away from home” was difficult.

Following military service, Ryan went to 
Lineman school. Upon graduation he sent out 
“hundreds” of resumes, and the first response 
came from Northwest Electric in Cameron, 
where he still works.

Ryan, his wife “L.A.” and their two 
children reside in Cameron.        

Ryan Murphy

to different cultures including contract workers. 
Following military service, John went to the Central Louisiana 

Electric Company for 3 years. His dad, who worked for TWA and 
operated a combination feed/tack store advised him that “working 
for someone else will only provide a living”, and advised him to 
go into business for himself. John learned of a meat locker for sale 
in Kidder, Mo, and bought it, sight unseen, He operated there for 
several years before eventually moving the business to Cameron 
where he operated John’s Meat Market (located behind Sweet Al’s). 

He retired in 2016. He loved what he did for a living, and invested 
in rental properties which now constitutes most of his retirement 
income. He commented that “life is a trade-off, getting something 
usually requires giving up something”. He has no regrets.

John and his wife Diane have been married for 38 years. They 
have three children, 11 grandchildren, and 3 great grandchildren, 
“with more on the way”. He feels blessed to have his family nearby 
and seeing them almost every day.
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By Mike Hanrahan

World War II veteran Doc Owens of 
Maysville joined the military in February 
of 1943 at Fort Leavenworth. He was 
assigned to the United States Navy and 
took basic training at Farragut Naval 
Training Station in Idaho.

From Farragut he went to Naval Station 
Bremerton in Bremerton, Washington 
before being assigned to the USS Bogue 
with a home port of Norfolk, Virginia. 
The Bogue was an escort aircraft carrier 
based in the Atlantic.

The Bogue was part of a “hunter-
killer” fleet of 12-13 ships patrolling the 
Atlantic between Europe and the United 
States. Doc says they were “all over” the 
Atlantic, often responding to sightings 
of enemy ships, particularly submarines. 
The Bogue provided air protection for 
the fleet as well as carrying out attacks 
on enemy ships/submarines.

Bogue-class carriers typically carried 
12 fighters (Grumman F4F Wildcats) and 
nine torpedo bombers (Grumman TBF 
Avengers). The fighters protected the 
fleet while the torpedo bombers attacked 
enemy ships when located.

Doc recalls stopping at ports in 
Bermuda, New Foundland, Saint 
Trinidad, Liverpool and Casablanca. 
While at sea, the Bogue might switch 
convoys from time to time as needed. 
If an enemy submarine was sighted, the 
convoy would often change course in 
order to intercept it.

The Bogue sank a total of 12 German 
submarines, effectively “breaking the 
back” of the German submarine fleet, 
and an important contribution to the 

victory over Germany.
In addition, the Bogue sank the only 

Japanese submarine sank in the Atlantic. 
The Japanese sub I-52 (code named 
Momi [fire tree] was a cargo submarine 
on a secret mission to German-occupied 
Lorient, France. It carried a variety of 
cargo including $28 million in gold 
(based on 1945 prices), in payment 
to Germany for weapons technology. 
That was money sorely needed by the 
Nazis. The sub also carried 14 Japanese 
scientists who were to be trained by the 
Germans.

United States Intelligence was aware 
of the Japanese sub and had tracked it 
across the Pacific into the Atlantic. They 
were also aware that the I-52 was to meet 
up with a German submarine and knew 
the coordinates. Aircraft from the Bogue 

were able to intercept the rendezvous 
and sank both subs. The gold is still 
aboard the sunken submarine. It has been 
located in 17,000 feet of water, too deep 
to salvage with present technology.

With the German defeat, the Bogue 
traveled through the Panama Canal to the 
Pacific where it operated as a transport 
ship, carrying troops and supplies.

Doc’s worst memory of the war years 
was the long, dark nights afloat in the 
Atlantic, not knowing when enemy 
submarines might appear.

Doc worked mostly in the mess unit 
where he served as a butcher. During 
operations he was assigned to an officer’s 
station to work as a messenger in case 
communications were lost.

With the surrender of Japan Doc 
returned to Maysville. The trip home was 
“rough” and took 18 days. He went to 
work for a relative in the coal business 
and working as a driver. He purchased 
30 acres of land north of Maysville 
for $3,500. His dad told him he would 
never be able to pay for it, but he did. He 
noted that the price of land has inflated 
considerably from the purchase price.

Doc and his wife Ruth (Weaskuhle) 
have been married for 71 years. She 
moved to Maysville as a school teacher 
and “taught in the same room” for 42 
years. Doc and his wife have been 
active in the local historical society. 
Doc singlehandedly excavate the ground 
under the historical society basement, a 
wheel barrow load at a time and hauled 
it away.

At age 96, Doc remains very sharp 
with a solid memory.

Doc Owens
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By Mike Hanrahan

Ken Raffety of Cameron, was born and 
grew up in Carrollton, Mo. He grew up on 
a farm and with 25 cows to milk by hand, 
he learned about hard work at an early age.

Ken and his wife, Arbath, were married 
just short of 61 years. Sadly, she passed 
away in January of this year, creating a huge 
void in his life.    

Ken joined the United States Air Force 
in 1950. He took basic training at Lackland 
AFB in Texas which Ken remembers as 
“windy and dusty”. From Lackland he went 
to Lowry AFB in Denver. The original intent 
was for him to train as a gunner on a bomber, 
but it was about that time the Air Force 
stopped using gunners in their bombers. 
Instead Ken trained in armaments, arming 
weapons aboard fighters and bombers.

He was then assigned to the 86th Fighter-
Bomber Wing, stationed in Neubiberg, 
Germany. Ken was in the 527th Squadron. 
The 86th was part of the occupation-defense 
plan for Europe, and a deterrent to growing 
Soviet power.

 Initially the planes used by the 86th were 
P-47’s used in WWII. They were propeller 
planes powered by a Pratt & Whitney 2800 
Double Wasp Engine. The “P” stood for 
“Pursuit”.

In 1950 the Air Force realized the 
intensity of the Cold War with the Soviet 
Union. The Soviets had already switched 
to the M-15 fighter jets and the government 

realized they needed to upgrade to jets to 
combat the Soviet threat.

In early 1950, 91 F84-E Fighter-
Bombers were sent to the 86th in Germany. 
The “P” designation was changed to “F” 
for “fighter”. The F84-E Thunderjet was a 
turbo jet made by Republic Aviation. The 
plane was a jet and quite different from the 
P-47’s. Unfortunately, the training switch 
from between the two planes was primarily 
“on-the-job” training. Pilots used every 
opportunity to fly the new plane and learn 
their operation. Unfortunately, a number 
of planes were lost to accidents during the 
training aspect.

It did, however, serve the purpose of 
being a deterrent to the Soviets. Ken’s job 
and responsibility was arming the planes 
prior to flight. The F84-E had six .50 
caliber machine guns, 5-inch HVAR (high 
velocity aircraft rockets), and could carry 
2000 pounds of conventional bombs or 
1 Mark 7 Nuclear bomb. Ken’s unit was 
responsible for the arming and performance 
of armaments.

In addition to Germany, Ken was able 

Kenneth Raffety
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to participate in a mission to Tripoli when the aircraft developed 
problems while still over ocean. Fortunately the crew was able to 
overcome the problem, much to Ken’s relief. He had no desire to 
parachute into the ocean!

Ken said that the camaraderie with pilots and others was a pleasant 
aspect of this tour of duty. Ken often served as the “designated 
driver” for some of the pilots in their wanderings throughout 
Germany, including many of the ski resorts. Ken described Germany 
as a beautiful country and the town of Neubiberg was a pleasant 
place to spend time.

He also enjoyed trips to Paris where he was impressed with the 
Eifel Tower. One of the pilots was the son of Claire Lee Chennault, 
leader of the famed Flying Tigers during WWII. He said there 
was quite a bit of “down” time which provided an opportunity to 
sightsee and visit many memorable places.

Ken’s best memories of the service is the “many good people” 
he came across in his career. He said that the relationship with 
pilots was particularly good as they relied heavily on the proper 
installation and loading of armaments. 

Ken left the Air Force as a Sergeant, then entered the Reserves 
were he obtained the rank of Staff Sergeant. During his military 
career Ken had to opportunity to play both football and do some 
boxing. He was a good athlete.

After the military, Ken returned to Carrollton. He opened a meat 
market in Norborne (MO) while selling insurance part-time. He 
eventually got into the Savings and Loan business in Hardin  (MO) 
where he had the opportunity to meet Jim Pickett of Cameron who 
offered him the job of operating Cameron Savings & Loan.

Ken was a sports referee for many years in the State of Missouri. 
He officiated at both high school and college games. He really 

enjoyed working as a referee as it kept him close to the sports 
he loved. He wasn’t bothered if he made a call which made fans 
unhappy because he was confident in his ability and feels he got far 
more calls correct than he missed. The downside of being a referee 
is the travel involved. He might have a game in Kansas City one 
night, and one the next afternoon in Springfield. But he loved every 
game, knew a lot of fine coaches, and watched a lot of young talent 
develop.

Ken is a man who likes people, and says he has met “lots of 
great people” over the years. He misses his wife terribly, but overall 
feels he has had a great life and has a feeling of fulfillment and 
satisfaction with his life. 
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By Mike Hanrahan

Area resident Justin Snodgrass spent 8 
years, 4 months, and 5 days as a member 
of the Marine Corps. He served in both Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

Justin received Basic Training in San 
Diego, and was assigned to Marine 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment. He spent 
two years at Marine Corps Base Quantico 
in Virginia, where he was a combat mortar 
instructor for 2 years.

From Quantico he was sent to Camp 
Lejuene, North Carolina. Where he was 
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines. 
Members of both the 5th and 6th Regiments 
are the only Marines allowed to wear the 
Fourragre (awarded them by France) for 
their heroic action at the battle of Belleau 
Wood during WWI. German forces 
intending to break through to Paris were 
repelled and defeated by combined Allied 
forces, led by the actions of the 5th, and 6th 
Regiments.

Justin participated in the 2003 invasion 
of Iraq which toppled Saddam Hussein’s 

government. He also participated in 
Operation Phantom Fury in the battle for the 
Iraqi city of Fallujah.

Justin led a mortar unit in the initial 
invasion. A mortar is a smooth bore, 
muzzle-loading, high-angle of fire weapon 
used for close-in support of ground troops. 
The mortar is often referred to as “hip 

pocket artillery”, since it is very mobile, 
carried by the mortar team. It is often called 
the infantry’s “best friend”.

Mortars come in 3 sizes: 60 mm, 81mm, 
and 120mm. They are essentially a hollow 
tube with a firing pin at the bottom which 
fires the shell (very similar in design to a 
Nerf football with fins). Directions are 
phoned in by a forward observer. A good 
mortar team can be on target with three 
shots, one long, one short, and one on target. 
It is an effective aid for ground troops 
involved in combat with the enemy.

Operation Phantom Fury referred to 
the 2nd Battle of Fallujah. It proved to 
be the bloodiest battle of the Iraq War. It 
was the first battle fought entirely against 
“insurgents” from a variety of militant 
groups. Overall, U.S. forces lost 95 lives 
and 560 wounded. Additional deaths and 
wounds were inflicted on coalition troops.

Fallujah was occupied by an estimated 
3000 insurgents, although some escaped 
prior to the fighting. Prior to the battle, 
the insurgents had booby-trapped many 
buildings including homes, some with 

Justin Snodgrass
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your sacrifice.

Home Health and Hospice
myMLC.com/HomeServices

devices which could be detonated remotely. The fighting was 
essentially building to building and was the largest urban battle 
since the battle of Hue in Vietnam.

After three months, Justin was medically evacuated back to 
the States, suffering from PTSD. Justin prefers to remove the “D” 
because he doesn’t feel it is a “disorder”. He says the best definition 
of PTS is “the brain’s normal reaction to abnormal situations”. He 
has battled long and hard to overcome the effects. He is a two-time 
survivor of suicide attempts, and now devotes much time to assisting 
returning veterans in dealing with PTS.

Among his best memories of Iraq involves Iraqi children. There 
was a soccer field adjacent to where the Marines were camped, and 
the Iraqi children requested that the Marines join them in soccer 
games. He said that while the kids “whipped” them easily, they all 
had a lot of fun and developed a rapport with the kids. He noted 
“kids are no different around the world”.

He also has fond memories of the friendships developed with 
fellow soldiers. Several have become life-long friends who remain in 
touch on a regular basis. He said that there was a Platoon Commander 
everyone really liked. He never expected to see him again, but at 
a Kansas City T-Bones game a man came up and greeted him by 
name. It was the Commander. The Commander bought him a beer.

He also remembers his best friend growing up. They had not seen 
one another for years until one day the friend popped his head in 
Justin’s tent and said, “What you doin’? They quickly reestablished 
their friendship and it was “just like old times”.

On the down side, he says it was extremely difficult to see 
“friends die and realize there was nothing you could do about it”. At 
such times there was a feeling of complete helplessness.

Justin is married and enjoys the Cameron area. Besides his 
family, Justin dedicates his time and effort in helping area vets deal 
with the stress they underwent in combat situations. He participates 
in “Comedy Vets” and “Warrior Fests” which are designed to give 
veterans “a break” and help them deal with stress. There will be 
another story on these efforts.

Intersection of Hwy 36 Intersection of Hwy 36 
& Bob Griffin Rd.& Bob Griffin Rd.

(just north of the truck stop)(just north of the truck stop)816-632-1611816-632-1611 10100 SE Oregon Rd10100 SE Oregon Rd

Today and Everyday, We Thank Our Today and Everyday, We Thank Our 
Veterans for Their Service!Veterans for Their Service!
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By Mike Hanrahan

Cameron resident Bob Weber spent two 
stints in the United States Army. His first 
tour was 1978 to 1998, the second was 2004 
to 2011.

Weber took basic training at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky. It was his first time away from 
home. Following basic training, he remained 
at Fort Knox for EOD training (Explosive 
Ordinance Disposal).

His first assignment was as a cavalry 
scout at U.S. Army Garrison Schweinfurt, 
Germany, near Coburg, Germany. At that 
time a cavalry scout was still the eyes 
and ears of the Army on the ground, often 
behind enemy lines. These were the days 
before satellites and drones. His job was to 
observe the enemy without being seen, or 
firing a shot.

They worked in 24 hour shifts and was 
embedded with a West German patrol. He 
often slept on the East-West border. The 
West German’s always had a dog with them, 
and he remembers a German shepherd by 
the name of “King”.

All told, Bob served 3 tours in Germany, 
2 in the middle east, and 2 in Alaska. Bob 
commented that he served in the “hottest 
and coldest” areas.

 In Alaska he 
worked as the “head 
blaster” on the 
infamous “bridge 
to nowhere” near 
Ketchikan, Alaska. 
He worked alongside 
the Navy Seabees on 
this project, which 
was never completed. 
His job was to drill 
and place explosives 
to move rock. He 
also worked as a 
teacher, instructing 
younger men the art 
of explosives, and 
explosive disposal. 
He said they mostly 
worked in the rain 
as the weather was 
similar to Seattle, but 
with a little heavier 
rain.

The 7th Cavalry, 
U.S. 3rd Infantry 
Division including 
Bob, led the charge 
into Baghdad in 
Operation Iraqi 

Freedom. Newsman Geraldo Rivera was 
embedded with this unit. They did battle 
with the Republican Guard and the Sadam 
Fedyean. They killed 2200 of the enemy, 
captured and destroyed 64 tanks, and 41 
armored vehicles and numerous other 
military vehicles. He did complain about 
interference from American politicians 
which limited some activities.

As mentioned, Bob was called to duty in 
the Middle East due to his expertise in bomb 
disposal, generally referred to as IED’s 
(Improvised Explosive Devices). They 
could often locate the location of an IED by 
the fact that the townspeople would avoid 
the area where one was planted. Bob gives 
a lot of credit to the armed personnel who 
provided cover while he worked to defuse 
a bomb, since disposal personnel were 
considered a prime target by the enemy.

While most bombs were buried, 
some were planted in creative ways. He 
remembers one which was hidden in the 
carcass of a dog.

Twice a bomb exploded while Bob was 
trying to defuse them. Each time he only 
recalls a “white flash” and waking up in a 
hospital. When he came to the first time, he 
asked the nurse, “where am I?” The second 
time he said, “Am I in the hospital again?”

The injuries caught up with Bob and he 
was given full military disability in 2011. 
He does suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder also. Bob spent 28 years in the 
military.

Bob’s best memories of his time in 
the military was graduating from “Jump 
School” as a paratrooper, and the treatment 
he received in the hospital following the 
two explosions.

His worst memories are times when 
they “drove over” bodies, and the extreme 
differences in American and Middle East 
cultures. Personal hygiene is virtually 
non-existent among people in outlying 
areas. Basic items such as toilet tissue, 
toothbrushes, and combs were not available 
to those in rural areas. Local people could 
not be trusted, and most were anti-American.

He noted that the local people would 
often try to purchase, or trade for, pork 
despite religious objections.

Bob lives in Cameron and enjoys having 
daily coffee with friends. He is restoring a 
19 foot boat and plans to eventually move to 
the Texas coast and enjoy time at sea.

Bob Weber

Neva Woody, President | (816) 284-2529  
shootlikeagirl2016@hotmail.com 

501(c) 3 Charity     www.shootlikeagirl.org

Help Support the 
Veterans one broken 

target at a time! 

Shoot Like A Girl Events are 
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Remember Our Veterans Stood Up for Us – Defended Us!
Don’t Forget to Stand Up For Them.

9th Annual 
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“VETERANS HOME 
BENEFIT SHOOT -

Aug. 7, 2021

We ARE making a difference in the lives our Veterans.
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SPRINGFIELD – Scott Hoad was at a low point this spring, 
trying to piece together a decent living after being laid off from a job 
painting commercial aircraft. Then Hoad crossed paths with Amy 
Patillo, a University of Missouri Extension labor and workforce 
development specialist based in Springfield.

Hoad’s brother owns the ranch where Patillo boards her horse. 
When she met Scott Hoad and learned about his struggles, she got 
to work doing what MU Extension does best: helping make life-
changing connections.

In this instance, Patillo connected Hoad with Steven Butts, who 
heads the Disabled Veterans Outreach Program at the regional 
Missouri Job Center in Springfield, part of the statewide network 
of job centers operated by the Missouri Department of Higher 
Education and Workforce Development.

“Our role at extension is to be the connector and convener, 
building relationships with workforce organizations and leaders 
across the state,” Patillo said. “When local communities and 
individuals have needs, we can help get them to the right resources.”

The Missouri Job Centers are one such resource, offering 
comprehensive connections to employers as well as contacts and 
services related to career readiness and postsecondary education.

Hoad, a former Marine, learned he was entitled to GI Bill 
educational benefits. Butts helped him explore trade school options, 
and Hoad applied his benefits toward an eight-month welding 
program at the Midwest Technical Institute.

Employers — even those who have served in the military 
themselves — often have a hard time seeing how the skills veterans 
honed in military service transfer to civilian life, Patillo said. The 
Missouri Job Centers help veterans assess their skills and translate 
them into the language of the civilian job market.

“Sometimes you just need that program, that boost, those 
connections to help you understand and communicate the value you 
bring,” Patillo said. “And that is the value of Extension. Because we 
are statewide and local, we work hard to build the relationships that 
connect people with important resources like these.”

In Hoad’s case, that chance encounter at the horse ranch opened 
the path to a new career: “I’m so happy I have this program because 
it improves my and my family’s life.”

Helping Veterans transfer value and 
skills to civilian life

Scott Hoad, a Marine Corps veteran, found that he could 
use GI Bill benefits to learn welding, putting him on 
course for a new career.

We Salute The Bold 
& The Brave

515 Platte-Clay Way • 632-5232 
 124 S. Walnut St. • 632-7272

www.1stcameron.com
If you are seeking membership to the VFW or have any questions

contact Bob Isbell at 816-632-2961 or Allen Reed at 816-632-3113.

VFW Post 7158
Our Mission: To foster camaraderie among United States 
veterans of overseas conflicts. To serve our veterans, the military 
and our communities. To advocate on behalf of all veterans. 
Our Vision: Ensure that veterans are respected for their service, 
always receive their earned entitlements, and are recognized for 
the sacrifices they and their loved ones have made on behalf of 
this great country.

Join us  the 3rd Monday of the Month at 7 p.m. at the 
Cameron Veterans Home, 1111 Euclid Ave., Cameron. 
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By Jimmy Potts

While the Veterans Magazine is 
usually reserved to honor the living men 
and women responsible for preserving 
America’s freedom, the works of recently 
passed veteran Bill Pollard cannot go 
unnoticed.

According to his son Larry Pollard, who 
penned his father’s obituary shortly after 
his passing. After the United States entered 
World War II, Bill enlisted in the Army 
and was assigned to the 819th Medical Air 
Evacuation Squadron as a combat medic. 
After extensive training, he left behind his 
wife and young son Gary, and headed to 
England. He and 3 of his brothers served 
during WW II.  It troubled him the rest 
of his life about the veterans who did 
not make it back, especially friends and 
relatives from Mercer County. When the 
war ended in Europe, he was waiting on 
orders to go to the Pacific Theater like 
many others. Due to his medic training he 
was sent to Dachau concentration camp 
where he treated and helped liberate Jewish 
prisoners. Milton Peine is now the last man 
standing from the 819th. When the war 
ended, he returned home to start over. His 
other son Larry was born, however, when 
the Korean Conflict broke out Bill was 
called to serve once again. He left behind 
his sons and his wife to return overseas for 
another conflict. After Korea he returned 
home to start over again. 

During his time in the military he was 
awarded and entitled to wear European, 
African and Middle East Campaign 
Ribbons. In addition, he was awarded 
battle medals for Central Europe, 
Rhineland, Rome-Arno and Normandy. 
He was awarded 4 Bronze Stars for those 
campaigns and an Air Medal for flying 
over 50 missions. Later he was awarded 
a medal from France for his participation 
in their liberation. For his service in the 
Korean Conflict he received the Army 
of Occupation Medal in Japan. He even 
received a Good Conduct Medal, but his 
brothers always questioned how he got 
that one. During his military travels he met 
Clark Gable, Jimmy Stewart and George 
Patton. While in Italy, he was with a group 
of American soldiers that had a meeting 
with Pope Pius VII, he was personally 
blessed by Pope Pius. He was a lifetime 

member of the VFW. He was a member of 
VFW Post 7159.

He was a typical member of the 
greatest generation. He came from little 
in the terms of material things, but he was 
fortunate to have a mother that was strong 
in life and faith. He loved family, God and 
country and he was unselfish. He wanted 
everyone to have something. He wanted all 
young people to have an equal chance to be 
successful in life. 

None of the awards meant that much to 
him because he never talked about them. 
All he cared about or for were the ones 
who never made it home. Those were the 
real heroes in his mind.

Family was important to him. It began 
with the teaching of his mother. He was 
close to all of his siblings always wanting 
to help any of them in any way he could. 
He had a special rapport with his in-laws 
as well. He and Mary Susan kidded the 
success of their long life together was 
due to him being gone all the time. Two 
tours of military duty and being a traveling 
salesman for almost 50 years was the secret 
to their happiness. There was probably 

truth to that. Bill also felt as a citizen we 
all have a responsibility to each other. Bill 
was instrumental in creating the Military 
and Remembrance Library at the Cameron 
Veterans home. 

Missouri Lt. Gov. Mike Kehoe would 
later make a special trip to the Cameron 
Missouri Veterans home to honor Pollard.  
Kehoe recognized Pollard with the Senior 
Service Award for his role in establishing 
the library.

“William Pollard optimizes the value 
of teaching, being a good neighbor and 
a commitment to the services of others,” 
Kehoe said. “... Mr. Pollard has been 
a faithful, dependable member of this 
community, passionately educating the 
youth of this community about World 
War II history, the support of freedom and 
building a military remembrance library 
and educating the community of the horrors 
of the holocaust. Mr. Pollard worked 
tirelessly throughout his community and 
he demonstrates the heart of a true survivor 
as he makes a lasting impact on the city of 
Cameron and those lives he has touched.”

Saying goodbye to Bill Pollard

Photo by Jimmy Potts
Bill Pollard shakes hands with Missouri Lt. Gov. Mike Kehoe last fall while 
receiving the Senior Service Award for assisting in the launch of the Cameron 
Missouri Veterans Home Remembrance Library.
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A word from the publisher…

Cameron Newspapers would like to personally 
thank our sponsors who made this very special 
project possible. Without you, it would have been 
impossible to put together this commemorative 
magazine. These stories are so special and need the 
chance to live on forever and be passed down to 
each generation. We hope to be able to continue this 

project every year with so many untold stories that 
still need their voice to be heard!

Cameron Newspapers is proud to be American and 
thank all those who served to help keep us free.

Tina Svoboda, Publisher

Thanks to these sponsors…
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