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Thank you Veterans! 
We appreciate your service!

To our men and women in uniform, both past 
and present, thank you for your service. We salute 
your patriotism, courage, hard work, loyalty and 

dedication, and we appreciate all of the sacrifices you 
have made to protect the freedoms we cherish.

Cameron Regional Medical Center
1600 E. Evergreen | Cameron, MO
(816) 632-2101

Gratitude, Respect
& Best Wishes to

Our Veterans

Cameron Air Force Veteran Chosen 
to Represent Missouri’s Purple Heart 
Veterans as Part of the 2021 Purple 

Heart Patriot Project
NEWBURGH, NY – A local Purple Heart recipient has 

been chosen to be one of the nation’s 2021 Purple Heart Patriot 
Project honorees. U.S. Air Force Technical Sergeant Troy Green 
of Cameron, a veteran of the Cold War, Persian Gulf War and 
Operation Enduring Freedom, represented his fellow Purple 
Heart heroes as Missouri’s representative at a multi-day tribute 
to the courage and sacrifice of American’s combat wounded. The 
Purple Heart Patriot Project is a program of the National Purple 
Heart Honor Mission. The all-expense-paid trip includes visits to 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, historic Washington’s 
Headquarters, a special tour of the newly renovated National 
Purple Heart Hall of Honor and other tributes to service. 

“Troy and his fellow Patriot Project honorees are true American 
heroes,” said Richie Lay, a Purple Heart recipient and chairman 
of the National Purple Heart Honor Mission. “America’s Purple 
Heart veterans have given so much to defend freedom and that 

sacrifice must always be remembered. We are privileged to be 
able to provide this unique salute to service for our Purple Heart 
heroes.” 

“Our Purple Heart recipients have made enormous sacrifices for 
America and this is our opportunity to say ‘thank you’ on behalf 
of a grateful nation. For some, this will be like the homecoming 
they never had. We received hundreds of nominations from across 

Local Purple Heart recipient Troy Green honored 
with trip to the National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor, West Point
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On Veterans Day and always, we appreciate America’s 
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have served and continue to serve our nation!

Dino’s DinerDino’s Diner
FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

 Sun. - Thurs. 6 Sun. - Thurs. 6amam - 9 - 9pmpm • Fri. & Sat. 6 • Fri. & Sat. 6amam - 10 - 10pmpm

 816-632-4455  816-632-4455 ••  512 N. Walnut    512 N. Walnut  ••  Cameron  Cameron

THANK YOU VETERANS
Home of the Free, Because of the Brave!

319 N. Walnut St.,
Cameron, MO 64429Cameron, MO 64429

(816) 632-2033
odonnellmotor.comodonnellmotor.com

O’DONNELL 
MOTORS

the country and we look forward to honoring Troy for his lifelong 
sacrifice and service to his community,” said Col. Russ Vernon 
(Ret.), executive director for the National Purple Heart Honor 
Mission. 

When asked what his service meant to him, TSgt Green said, 
“It takes people to make the U.S. military successful. It’s about 
more than just one person. I was proud to be part of something 
bigger than me.” 

TSgt. Green enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in May 1989 and 
served for 27 years, 15 of those years on active duty. In April 
2012, while deployed to Afghanistan as part of Operation 
Enduring Freedom, Green was stationed at FOB Finely-Shields 
when it came under attack from a vehicular-borne suicide bomb 

and small arms fire. During the attack, Green suffered a head 
injury. In addition to his Purple Heart, Green received numerous 
commendations and awards, including two Army Commendation 
Medals, the Army Combat Action Badge and more. 

During his career, Green served as a Combat Arms Instructor, a 
Security Force Investigator, and a Missouri Army-National Guard 
MP. Outside of his service, Green manages a BMX racing team, 
known as Purple Heart Racing, and has he previously organized 
the “Ruck Between Rivers” walk across Missouri, which has raised 
about $20, 000 to support his local veterans’ home. Green and his 
wife, Audrey, have five children. Troy Green was nominated for 
this recognition by Madi Pickman, a U.S. Air Force medic and 
supporter of Green’s Purple Heart Racing team.   
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Since 1953Since 1953

Radar technician during the 
Korean War/Conflict, stationed 

in Alaska

We salute all Veterans and 
current military for their service 

to our country.
 GOD BLESS AMERICA!
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Our deepest 
gratitude to those 
who served both 
past & present.

Member 
FDIC

The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor is located just north 
of West Point, New York, at the site where General George 
Washington first awarded the Medal for Military Merit in 1782 
during the Revolutionary War. The badge, shaped like a purple 
heart was the forerunner of today’s medal.  In addition to creation 
of the museum, the National Purple Heart Honor Mission was 
instrumental in the creation of the Purple Heart Forever stamp 
now issued by the US Postal Service, and the organization was 
the driving force behind bipartisan legislation establishing the 
nation’s first official Purple Heart Commemorative Coin, which 
will be minted in 2022.

Learn more about the National Purple Heart Honor Mission 
and find a complete list of the 2021 Purple Heart Patriot Project 
honorees at www.PurpleHeartMission.org. 

320 East Little Brick Road • Cameron
 (816) 632-7611

RetiRement CommunityVillageVillageTHE

Village 
Veterans

Phillip Boring
Frank Day

Chris Hoskinson
Joseph Hogue

John Strait
Merle Green
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thevillageofcameron.comthevillageofcameron.com
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Written by Mike Hanrahan
Former Cameron Veteran's Home resident Kenny Rucker had a 

vision. As president of the Veteran's Council, he proposed a “mili-
tary silhouette display” just outside the entrance to the Veteran's 
Home.

These “silhouettes”, representing the 5 major branches of the 
military was inspired by a similar display in Bethany (MO). Kenny 
did the initial research, locating a medal fabricator with the abil-
ity to create these silhouettes. Kenny then took his proposal to the 
Cameron Veteran's Assistance League, which enthusiastically em-
braced his proposal.

The Assistance League contacted former Cameron resident Zack 
Workman who readily agreed to design and construct the display. 
The display, while highlighting the silhouettes, will include trees 
and shrubs, boulders providing a realistic scene, a high-quality black 
bench, and sidewalks to accommodate veterans in wheelchairs.

The Assistance League wants this special display to honor all 
veterans, and to be funded by individuals wishing to leave a legacy 
with their donations which will be recognized on a black marble 
wall on-site.

Kenny envisioned a display not only for the enjoyment of resi-
dents, but as a way for the community to honor and respect the 
sacrifices veterans make for their country.

Sadly, Kenny passed away earlier this year. While in the hospi-
tal, Kenny told Assistance League representative Roger Foreman, 
“I won't make it to see this happen, just get the “darn” thing done”!

Work is underway and the display will be completed soon. Not 
only will it honor all veterans and their families, it will be a fitting 
tribute to Kenny Rucker. May he rest in peace.

New Cameron Memorial to Honor Veterans
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Written by Mike Hanrahan
Cameron resident Stacey Mohr-Conley is 

a veteran of the United States Marine Corps. 
Stacey was born and raised in Los Angeles 
County, California.

Stacey says that the male members of 
her family were all Army, and when she 
expressed a desire to join the military, they all 
advised her to choose the Air Force or Navy 
as being “easier”. Choosing not to do what 
was easier because of her gender, she enlisted 
in the Marine Corps.

She went to Boot Camp at the Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot at Parris Island, South 
Carolina. Marine Corps boot camp consists of  
three phases and that failure to successfully 
complete any phase means doing it over 
again. She successfully completed all phases 
in one try.

She then went to Advanced Field Radio 
School in Twentynine Palms, CA for 8 
weeks and then assigned to Okinawa for 
two months with MACG16 (Marine Aircraft 
Group) where she worked in the fiscal office, 
responsible for keeping the books for 7 
squadrons.

From Okinawa she went to Camp 
Pendleton in San Diego where she was the 
first woman ever assigned to Headquarters 
Batallion, 11th Marine Artillery Regiment, 
communications platoon. During her time 
there she worked with several different radio 
systems, but her favorite was MUX (Multi-
Channel Radio System which controlled the 
telephone system in the field.

Two years later she was accepted as 
an instructor in the Field Skills Training 
Communication School at Camp Pendleton, 

teaching DCT (Digital Communication 
Terminal) to her fellow Marines. The DCT 
was one of the first field radios to use digital 
signals to transmit messages, in order to avoid 
intercepts by the enemy.       

During Desert Storm, Stacey stayed 
at FST Company in order to train other 
communications platoons that were being 
shipped out to the Middle East. She condensed 
the 10-day course into a one-day training 
session for these Marines. She received a 
letter of Commendation for her efforts.

Stacey is grateful to the Marines for the 
discipline she developed, which has been 
helpful throughout her life. She learned not to 
self-doubt what she was capable of, and says 
she “would not have survived the challenges 
she has faced since her time in the Marine 
Corps without the things it taught her”.

After leaving the Marine Corps she 
worked nine years for Pacific Bell Telephone 
before moving to Missouri in 2000. She has 
worked at Cameron Regional Medical Center 
since 2005.

Stacey has two grown children, Noah & 
Grace, with whom she has a close relationship.

Marines: Stacey Mohr-Conley

WITH RESPECTWITH RESPECT
HONORHONOR

AND GRATITUDE.....AND GRATITUDE.......

THANK  YOU  VETERANSTHANK  YOU  VETERANS
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Written by Mike Hanrahan   
Former Lathrop (MO) resident Gene 

Grady currently resides at Oak Ridge Manor 
in Plattsburg. He is a World War ll Air Force 
veteran. He participated in he bombardment 
associated with the D-Day landing in France.

Gene was a turret gunner on a B-17 
bomber during the war in Europe. He flew 
a total of 30 missions, mostly daytime raids 
in which B-17’s were susceptible to enemy 
ground fire and attacks by German fighters. 
The B-17’s were very effective in their 
bombing, but many planes and crews were 
lost during the campaign.

Gene and his plane, nicknamed “Skinny” 
flew out of England on their bombing raids. 
B-17’s were flown to England on the northern 
Atlantic route. One plane experienced 
mechanical issues and were forced to land 
on the Greenland ice cap. The crew was 
eventually rescued, but the plane remained 
on the ice cap for 50 years before removal.

Despite heavy losses, the B-17’s destroyed 
German morale with their constant bombing 
runs. The bombers initially flew without 
fighter escorts which accounted for the heavy 

losses. The 8th Air Force lost 60 planes on 
August 17, 1943, and 73 more on October 
14th. Eventually the Air Force brought in 
P-51 Mustangs and Republic P-47 fighters 
to escort the B-17’s which substantially 
reduced losses.

On one memorable mission Gene’s 
bomber was hit by flak, knocking out a 

portion of the cockpit glass which struck 
the pilot (Lt. Bob Maag) in the eye, 
incapacitating him. The flight engineer 
(George Byczlowski) was wounded as well. 
The broken cockpit window allowed a strong 
wind to enter the cockpit. Co-pilot Ivan 
Walker was both young and inexperienced 
and had never landed a plane before.

They were trying desperately to fly the 
damaged plane back to their base in England. 
The young co-pilot purposely took the plane 
down to a lower altitude in hopes of finding 
a companion plane, but all other planes had 
been shot down and the “air was full of 
parachutes” as crews were forced to bail out 
of their planes.

Adding to the problems, the plane had 
lost most of its hydraulics, including the 
brakes. This would be a huge problem 
during landing. They came up with the idea 
of rigging a parachute out of the tail turret 
to act as a brake. They had no idea how it 
would work, but as the plane touched down, 
the parachute deployed as hoped, quickly 
bringing the plane to a full stop. They had 
landed in a field some 60 miles from base and 

Air Force: Harold “Gene” Grady
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had to be trucked back.
With the hydraulics gone, the landing gear 

had to be hand-cranked down. Gene was 
ordered to crawl down and crank them down. 
As he cranked them down, he could clearly 
see the ground thousands of feet below 
causing the need to crank with one hand and 
hold-on tightly to prevent falling out of the 
plane.

He was then ordered to the vacant 
pilot’s seat, putting on the oxygen mask. He 
protested, saying, “I don’t know how to fly 
a plane” to which the co-pilot said “Just do 
what I tell you and we’ll be fine.”

Gene’s worst memory of the war was the 
episode with the damaged plane and the crash 
landing. There were a lot of tense moments 
and uncertainty about how the “parachute 
brake” would work.

When Gene returned to base, he learned 
that all of his possessions had been divided 
among the men. They thought he had been 
shot down and would not be returning. They 
were happy he was alive and returned his 
gear to him.

For the remainder of his military career, 
Gene worked as a turret instructor for the 
new B-29 Bombers, based in Las Vegas.

Gene returned to Lathrop and farmed for 
the remainder of his working life. He and his 
wife, Doris raised two sons. One still resides 
in Lathrop while the other lives in Wichita. 
His wife has now passed away but he 
remembers her as a beautiful woman. When 
introduced to his military colleagues, they 
“wondered if she was a movie star”.

Regarding his military career, Gene says 
he was “just doing my duty”.

NOTE: Gene’s memory has faded to some 
extent. Additional information for this article 
came courtesy of the Plattsburg-Leader, and 
one of Gene’s friends.

It is our pleasure and our 
privilege to serve and salute 

our local veterans. To the men 
and women in our community 
and around the country who 

have sacrificed to protect our 
freedom, we thank you greatly 

for your service!

ST. JOE HARLEY-DAVIDSONST. JOE HARLEY-DAVIDSON
4020 S US HWY 169 4020 S US HWY 169 
ST. JOSEPH, MOST. JOSEPH, MO 64503 64503
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F: (816) 233-9013F: (816) 233-9013

www.btcbank.bank  ·  1-877-BTC-BANK
Serving 18 north-central Missouri locations and growing

TO OUR MEN AND 
WOMEN IN UNIFORM
PA S T,  P R E S E N T,  A N D  F U T U R E

WE ARE 
GRATEFUL
FOR YOUR 
SERVICE



10 Veterans Voice 2021

• Traditional funerals and 
graveside services

• Cremation services and 
keepsakes

• Celebration of Life ceremonies
• Prearrangement services
• Grief support
• National Funeral Directors 

Association

222 W. Third • Cameron, Mo
816-632-2158

Serving Our Community Since 1905Serving Our Community Since 1905

Poland-Thompson Poland-Thompson 
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

“Our family can serve your family with
the dignity they deserve!”

816-632-2124

www.cameroncoop.comwww.cameroncoop.comMon-Fri- 8-5| Sat- 8:00-12:00Mon-Fri- 8-5| Sat- 8:00-12:00

Written by Mike Hanrahan   
Anyone who has watched the movie “Wind Talkers” with 

Nicolas Cage is aware that the United States Marine Corps 
employed members of the Navajo tribe to develop an unbreakable 
military code for use against the Japanese in World War II.

The Japanese proved adept at breaking our military codes, 
often giving them an advantage on the battlefield. The idea of 
using the Navajo language is credited to Phillip Johnston, the son 
of a missionary working with the military.

The Navajo language is considered one of the most difficult 
languages to learn, and was unknown outside the Navajo people. 
Pronunciation of Navajo words must be extremely precise. Other 
Native American tribes were unable to speak or understand the 
language. Johnston’s suggestion of using it for military purposes 
was tested, and approved by Major General Clayton B. Vogel.

The project was Top Secret, and the recruited Navajo were 
initially unaware of how they would be used. Most felt they were 
being recruited for “desk work”. Training was from July of 1942 
through September. Navajo recruits were required to go through 
normal Basic Training.

To qualify, Navajo recruits had to be proficient in both English 

World War II 
Windtalkers

Navajo Code Talkers; Saipan, Japan 1944
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and Navajo. Following basic training they 
were informed of their purpose. Their first 
task, among themselves, was to develop a 
Navajo term for every letter of the English 
alphabet. They were devoted to their task, 
and once the English equivalents were 
determined, they spent countless hours 
practicing the code, and quizzing one 
another.

An advantage was that the Navajo 
people themselves spoke their language 
very clearly, and their culture is based on 
teamwork, exactly what was required for 
the project. Memorization is a strength of 
the Navajo people since their language is 
not written, only oral. It was important 
that they memorize their history in order 
to pass it on to the next generation.

Examples of their code are as 
follows: Fighter planes=Hummingbirds, 
Bombers=Eagles, Hand grenades=potato, 
and Bombs=eggs. Their word for America 
is Ne-he-mah. They worked on their code 
until words became automatic.

Deciphering the existing codes often 
took up to 4 hours. With a Navajo in the 
field speaking to off-shore ships and on-
shore artillery units, deciphering time was 
reduced to slightly over two minutes. This 
meant quicker reaction time from fighter-

bombers, artillery, and off-shore ships. 
The reduction in time saved American 
lives.

The first real-life use of the Wind 
Talkers was on Guadalcanal. Their first 
job was to locate enemy machine gun 
bunkers and phone coordinates to the 
ships, artillery units, and fighter-bombers. 
Once they identified a target they had to 
move to another location quickly since the 
Japanese could quickly identify where the 
transmission came from even though they 
could not decipher the actual message.

 The Navajo code people were on duty 
almost constantly with little time for 
sleep or to eat. In addition to targeting 
enemy locations, transmissions requested 
ammunition, food, medical supplies, along 
with passing along casualty numbers. To 
prevent “friendly fire” the code talkers 
constantly communicated with our aircraft 
advising them of the exact location of the 
enemy along with the exact location of 
American forces. Within the first 48 hours 
military commanders found the Navajo to 
be indispensable. Coordinates provided 
were very accurate.

Members of other tribes worked in 
the Europe campaign. They included 
the Lakota Sioux, Mohawk, Comanche, 

Tlinsit, Hopi, Cree, and Crow. The 
Canadian forces utilized members of 
the Cree tribe. While helpful, the unique 
language of the Navajo was most effective 
in the Pacific Theater.

The Japanese decoded previous codes 
used by the U.S. Military, but never 
cracked the Navajo codes.

13 Navajo were killed in combat. 
Following the war, their mission remained 
classified and was not disclosed until 
1968. There was no fanfare or recognition 
when they returned. Today, the Navajo 
people regard those who fought in WW II 
as tribal heroes.

A total of 400 Navajo were recruited 
in WW II. While some were involved in 
actual close-hand combat, while many 
more were assigned to artillery units, air 
commands, and off-shore ships. All were 
proud to serve their nation and performed 
a valuable military purpose saving many 
American lives.

 In addition to Guadalcanal, the Navajo 
served at Tarawa, Peleiu, and Iwo Jima. 
Those who fought in the Pacific came to 
respect the Navajo and their contribution 
to the war effort. They proved themselves 
to be loyal Americans.
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The Cameron Veterans Home Assistance League is proud to offer 
donor opportunities for the new military silhouette display that 
will be built entering the Veterans Home in Cameron.  The new 
scenery will include 5 military silhouettes, a beautiful arrangement 
of landscaping, new large sidewalks for Veteran wheelchair 
accessibility, boulders for background accent and lighting to 
highlight the magnificent setting. 

This Setting will be a great tribute to all Veterans and will be a 
remarkable gift to those who served our country for the freedom 
we enjoy today.  If you wish to contribute the following designations 
will be recognized at the site on completion with an engraved 
plaque placed on a marble display.  You may also make donations 
in memory of your most loved Veteran.  The Assistance League 
whose sole purpose is to “enhance the quality of life for Veterans in 
the Home” are proud to sponsor this military silhouette project in 
honor of all those who have served.

Bronze $250 - $999 
Silver $1,000 - $2,499

Gold $2,500 - $4,999 
Freedom  $5,000+ 

Please make payment to: Cameron Veterans Home Assistance 
League Attn: Brad Haggard, Silhouette 
Donation 1111 Euclid Avenue 
Cameron, Mo 64469 
Bradley.Haggard@mvc.dps.mo.gov
(816) 649-1622

DONOR’S NAME                                                                               

NAME ON PLAQUE                                                                          
Cameron Assistance League 501(c)(3) tax deductible; IRA owners 70.5 or older 

can make tax-free charitable contributions

• Jerry Richey – Army
• Jerry Galloway – Army
• Frank Tracy – Marines
• Angie Knotts – Army
• Laurie Curtis – Army
• Chris Bottcher – Navy
• Michael Yamat – Army
• Tyler Streeter – Army
• Lauren Gunn – Air Force
• Mark Bundy – Army

OUR EMPLOYEE VETERANS

We are actively recruiting RN, LPN, 
CMT & CNA’s. We would love to talk 

with you about your future with the 
Cameron Veterans Home. There is nothing 

more rewarding than taking care of our 
Heroes!

Visit the Home at 1111 Euclid Avenue Cameron 
Missouri, call Jennifer Leach at 816-649-1671, 
or log onto mocareers.mo.gov/mvc/cameron to 

apply.  
EOE

Cameron Cameron 
Missouri Veterans Missouri Veterans 

HomeHome
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Written by Mike Hanrahan
Army and Navy nurses referred to themselves as the “Belles of 

Bataan”, but wounded soldiers referred to them as “Angels”. They 
helped save many lives.

U.S. Army and Navy nurses were stationed in the Philippines at 
the start of WW2. Eleven Navy nurses and twenty-two Army nurses, 
plus one Nurse-Anestheist were captured by the Japanese and interred 
around Manila.

During the Battle of Manila, 88 nurses escaped aboard the 
improvised hospital ship Mactan, just after midnight of 1942, and 
sailed to Australia.

Navy nurses under the command of Lt. Laura M. Cobb stayed in 
Manila to continue supporting the patients already there. One, Ann 
Bernatitus, escaped to Bataan just prior to the fall of Manila. The 
remaining 11 were captured by the Japanese and interred at Santo 
Tomas.

The Army nurses, under the command of Captain Maude Davison 
& 2nd Lt. Josephine Nesbit, along with Army nurse Bernatitus, went 
to Bataan and served during the Battle of Bataan and Corregidor.

They served in open-air battlefield hospitals labeled Hospital 
1 and Hospital 2. Along with battle wounds they had to deal with 
tropical diseases such as Malaria and dysentery which impacted both 
patients and staff.

Just prior to the fall of Bataan, General Wainwright ordered 
evacuation to Corregidor. There they served in underground tunnels 
connected to the Malinta Tunnel.

NOTE: The Malinta Tunnel was built by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers as a bomb-proof storage depot and personnel bunker. It is 
831 feet long (nearly 3 football fields), 24 feet wide, and 18 feet tall. 
During the war it included a 1000 bed hospital.

The nurses evacuated to Corregidor served in this underground 
hospital. On April 29th (‘42) a small group of Army nurses were 
evacated on the submarine, USS Spearfish.

However, they became stranded on Mindanao and eventually were 
captured by the Japanese. Those captured were sent to the prison 
camp at Santo Tomas, where they stayed until liberation.

Captain Davison took command and maintained a regular 
schedule of nursing, insisting that the nurses wear their khaki blouses 
and skirts while on duty. Included in the group was Josephine Nesbit 
who eventually was awarded the Medal of Freedom.

In May of 1943 the Navy nurses were sent to a Japanese prison 
camp at Los Banos in the Philippines. They set up an infirmary and 

were referred to as “The Sacred Eleven”.
The capture of the nurses was well publicized in the United States. 

Three movies were made: “Cry Havoc”, “So Proudly We Hail” 
and “They were Expendable”. When shown, the Red Cross set up 
recruitment stations in movie theater lobbies. Many new nurses were 
recruited. By the end of the war, 59,283 nurses volunteered, one-half 
of those volunteered for combat duty.

In January of 1944, the prison camps in the Philippines were 
turned over to the Imperial Japanese Army and strict new rules were 
imposed. Access to food was denied, and daily calorie intake was 
reduced to 960---and later to 700 calories per day. A study by the 
Department of Veteran Affairs found that the nurses lost an average 
of 30% of their body weight. Maude Davison went from 156 pounds 
to 80 pounds during her ordeal.

General McArthur ordered a raid on Santo Tomas, and the nurses 
were liberated by the “flying column” of the 1st Cavalry. All of the 
nurses subsequently received the Bronze Star.

The Angels of Bataan were the largest group of women involved in 
combat and the largest group captured and imprisoned by the enemy. 
Of all the nurses involved in WW2, a total of 16 died in enemy action.

These women demonstrated their patriotism and their resilience 
under difficult situations. They were greatly appreciated by the 
wounded placed under their care.

Angels of Bataan: Army/Navy Nurses

Army Nurses rescued from Santo Tomas, February 1945
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Written by Mike Hanrahan   
Jim Stevens, originally from the Tarkio, 

MO area, now lives on a farm outside of 
Lathrop. In 1961, at the age of 23, Jim 
was drafted into the United States Army.

He took Basic Training at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. A cousin he grew up 
with was  in the same barracks. He was 
sent to Fort Sill in Oklahoma for artillery 
training. Jim was sent to Fort Gordon 
(GA) for training as a Military Policeman 
(MP). He became a “white hat”, so-called 
for their distinguishing white caps.

Surprisingly, Jim returned to Fort 
Leonard Wood where he spent his entire 
two years of active duty. While it was 
less exciting than some posts, it was a 
relatively safe place to spend his career.

At the time, enlisted men stayed in the 
older, wooden barracks, which have since 
been replaced by more modern brick 
buildings. The wooden barracks were 
less comfortable, but the biggest problem 
came from the oil burning heating system. 
Sometimes the barracks would fill with 
smoke causing some men to come down 

with pneumonia and other lung problems.
Military policemen had roles similar 

to that of police officers in the civilian 

world, maintaining order on the base. 
Most of the time the job was routine, but 
occasionally a soldier would “take off” 
from a duty detail and disappear into the 
vast wooded area surrounding the base. It 
was rare to capture them in the immense 
area, but they would often show up at a 
later date, accompanied by FBI agents.

AWOL personnel would be placed in 
the on-base stockade, guarded by MP’s. 
Jim never drew that duty during his two 
years at the base. He suspects it was much 
more boring than patrolling the base.

MP’s carried .45 caliber pistols. One of 
Jim’s fellow MP’s had his own .45 with a 
pearl handle. He was an expert shot and 
one day brought in a copperhead snake he 
had shot with the pistol. A Sergeant saw 
the pistol and told him “not to carry it on 
the base”.

Jim was selected for temporary duty 
as a guard on an ammunition train from 
Illinois to California for which he had to 
pass special security clearance. The train 
left Joliet, Illinois and took a southern 
route to California, then up the coast to 

Army: Jim Stevens
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San Francisco. There was a special “guard car” in the middle of 
the train, but with an oil heater which created a lot of smoke. The 
men spent most of their time awake and outside the car, but had 
beautiful views of the countryside. It was a great adventure for a 
country boy from Northwest Missouri.

Another special duty was in Pierre, South Dakota where 
John F. Kennedy was dedicating a new dam. The guys from 
Fort Leonard Wood were assigned to secondary roads and Jim 
“guarded” a country lane where he never saw an automobile. He 
did not have an opportunity to see President Kennedy.

Jim was at Fort Leonard Wood during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. A number of MP’s from Leonard Wood were sent to 
Florida where they set up tents on the beach until the crisis was 
over. Jim was disappointed he did not make that trip.

Jim spent some time in the area of communications at 
Fort Leonard Wood, and part of his duty was to record each 
conversation. He said the phone was so busy it was impossible 
to log every call. He also spent some time as a taxi driver since 
MP’s would have 4 days off at a time. Most of the rides were to 
either nearby St. Roberts, or the larger Waynesville, MO.

Following the military, Jim returned to Tarkio and met a young 
woman from Rock Port who eventually became his wife. He and 
Margaret have been married for 53 years. They have two sons.

Jim retired from General Motors after 28.5 years. They 
purchased 80 acres near Lathrop where he realized a long-time 
dream of raising and selling Christmas trees for 25 years.

Jim had hoped to see more places during his time in the 
military, but realizes that Fort Leonard Wood was a relatively 
safe place for his tour of duty.

Written by Mike Hanrahan   
Norman “Dusty” Kleiss was born March 7, 1916 in Coffeyville, 

Kansas. In 1934 he received appointment to the United States 
Naval Academy.

From June 1938 to April 1940 Kleiss served on 3 different 
Navy ships: USS Vincennes, USS Goff, and the USS Yarnell. He 
then went for pilot training at Naval Air Station Pensacola where 
he received his wings.

He was assigned to Scouting Squadron Six (VS-6) aboard 
the USS Enterprise. He flew the Douglas SBD Dauntless Dive 
Bomber. The Enterprise was sent to Pearl Harbor where Kleiss 
was promoted to Lieutenant.

Kleiss earned his nickname (Dusty) while stationed at Pearl 
Harbor. During a training exercise Kleiss made an unauthorized 
landing at Marine Corps Air Station EWC, throwing up a 
tremendous red cloud of dust which prevented the landing of 2 
squadrons of Marine fighters. The control tower asked “the red 
cloud” to identify itself. Kleiss did not reply, just took off and left 
the area. However, another Navy pilot observed the incident and 
gave Kleiss the nickname “Dusty” which remained with him the 
remainder of his career.

While planes from Kleiss’ squadron did engage some of the 
Japanese attack planes, Kleiss himself did not encounter any 

Navy: Norman 
“Dusty” Kleiss
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Japanese planes. War was declared against the Japanese and the 
USS Enterprise was fully involved.

In February, 1942, the Enterprise was charged with attacking 
Japanese forces on Kwajalein Atoll. Kleiss initially destroyed a 
Japanese aircraft on the ground. After that he successfully bombed 
the Japanese destroyer Katori, followed by a successful bombing 
of a Japanese structure on Taroa Island.

Later the same month, Kleiss participated in attacks on Wake 
and Marcul Islands. As a result of his actions Kleiss was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross by Admiral Nimitz.

It was during the Battle of Midway, June 4-6, that Kleiss 
received the most recognition, earning him the title “hero of 
Midway”.

32 Dive bombers off the USS Enterprise were searching for the 
Japanese task force led by Admiral Chuochi Nagumo. For some 
time they were unable to locate the Japanese ships until the spotted 
the Japanese destroyer Arashi traveling alone. They decided to 
follow the Arashi which, indeed, let them to the Japanese task 
force.

The dive bombers immediately attacked. Kleiss and three other 
pilots scored direct hits on the Japanese aircraft carrier Kaga, 
knocking it out of the battle. As Kleiss and the others continued 
the attack, they were able to mortally damage 3 of the 4 Japanese 
carriers.  Later the same day they encountered the 4th Japanese 
carrier, the Hiryu, destroying it. The destruction of these 4 aircraft 
carriers was very instrumental in changing the tide of the war.

On June 6th Kleiss successfully dropped a bomb down the 
smokestack of the Japanese Cruiser, Mikuma, destroying it. 
Overall, Kleiss was the only dive bomber to score 3 direct hits 
during the Battle of Midway, earning him the Navy Cross.

He was assigned to shore duty and after the war was the 
Assistant Head of the Structures Branch under Rear Admiral 
Melville. He is the author of the book entitled “Never Call Me a 
Hero”: Battle of Midway Memoir”.

Kleiss married Junice Marie Mochen. He held a number of 
civilian jobs prior to his retirement to a community near Lackland 
AFB in San Antonio, Texas. Kleiss passed away on April 22, 
2016, and is buried at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.

WE SALUTE YOU!

816.632.6543
www.mycameronnews.com

From the  Revolutionary 
War to the War in Iraq, 
our nation has survived 
and thrived thanks to our 
veterans. Remember their 
service and dedication.
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Written by Mike Hanrahan   
Colonel Leonard Orr was born and raised 

on a farm outside of Hamilton, MO. He 
graduated from Hamilton High School and 
attended college in Warrensburg.

Colonel Orr served in World War II, Korea, 
and during 3 tours of duty in Vietnam as a 
member of the United States Marine Corps.

Leonard’s farm background taught him to 
be observant. He enjoyed studying animals 
and their habits and found that much of what 
he observed could also be seen in humans. 
This early farm training made him invaluable 
as a military officer.

He received the bulk of his flight training 
in the Midwest, including Warrensburg, 
Parsons, KS, Iowa City, IA, and Hutchinson 
KS.

Eventually he was sent to Pensacola, FL for 
advanced training. Now in the Marine Corps, 
he carried the rank of 2nd Lieutenant. His 
superiors recognized his abilities and decided 
his talents would be best used as a flight 
trainer, and this was to be his contribution to 
WW II.

With the ending of WW II, Leonard 

returned to civilian life, returning to Hamilton. 
The farm was no longer an option, so he went 
to work at a machine shop in partnership with 
Clarence McCutchen. During that time a 
notable story revealed that a local pauper had 
passed away and it was supposed there would 
be a small crowd. On the day of the funeral, 

they were amazed to see the Methodist Church 
filled to capacity. They quickly discovered 
the reason. The “pauper” was the childhood 
friend of J.C. Penney who, as an ordained 
minister, came home, conducted (and paid 
for) the service.

In January of 1952, Leonard received 
notice from the Marine Corps that he was 
being called back to active duty. He was 
ordered to report to the Marine Corps Air 
Station in El Toro, CA. He was assigned to 
carrier squadron, VMF 312.

Leonard learned that the base plane 
inventory included 4 F6F’s, 8 F4U5’s, and 8 
ADI (Skyraiders). One of his duties was to 
keep the planes operational.

He recalled two “incidents” which 
occurred during his time at this base. One 
involved a AD (Skyraider). He was flying 
at about 5000 feet when the plane suffered 
complete engine failure. Although the plane 
was difficult to fly as a glider, he managed to 
land it safely.

The next incident involved a Corsair which 
had been idle for 2 month. During take-off, 
he noticed the right wing flap moving to the 

Marines: Colonel Leonard Orr
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“down” position. He immediately made an 
emergency flight abort, saving both the plane, 
and likely his own life. He taxied the plane 
to a hangar for repairs, and two hours later 
successfully flew the plane.

Soon he was destined for Korea. He, along 
with 4 others, climbed into an R5D cargo 
plane. They landed at Itami Air Base. He 
was then assigned to his old carrier squadron, 
VMF 312 “Checkerboarders” -- named for the 
checkerboard pattern painted on the planes.

Flight suits were built to withstand the 
cold, and they wore 4 pairs of gloves which 

managed to keep their hands warm. For 
survival purposes, they carried a .38 and a 
small sheath knife.

Soon the entire squadron was transferred 
to the CVL Bataan, a rare carrier, built on a 
cruiser hull. The Bataan was a much faster 
and more agile carrier than the others.

His first combat flight was uneventful, 
but the second became more dangerous. The 
Corsairs were loaded with bombs, rockets, 
and a 20mm cannon. Just as they arrived at 
their target area they were attacked by several 
Soviet-made MIG’s. The ensuing dogfight 

resulted in no casualties on either side and the 
MIG’s disengaged.

On his 11th flight they had completed their 
mission and were returning to base when 
they heard an emergency call. Major Dave 
Cleland’s plane had been hit and had to  make 
an emergency landing on a frozen lake. He 
landed successfully, but immediately began 
receiving small arms fire from the enemy.

Leonard and his squadron responded, 
located the source of the enemy fire and began 
strafing their location. They stayed on task for 
nearly an hour before breaking off due to low 
fuel. They barely made it back to the carrier, 
the engine of one plane stopping just after 
he landed. Note: Cleland was later killed in 
Vietnam.

On another occasion, again returning from 
a mission, Leonard noticed a small group of 
North Koreans firing at them with small arms 
from a hill top. The planes strafed the hill top, 
eliminating all of the enemy.

Leonard noted that their carrier was only 
good for about 8 days of combat before 
running out of munitions and becoming 
low on fuel. Their place would be taken by 
a British carrier for about 6 days. During 
this time they would dock at Sasebo, Japan 
which he described as a “dismal” place with 
numerous wounded Japanese soldiers sitting 

Photo of Orr’s checkerboard marked Corsair, 1954
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on the ground begging for handouts. The 
G.I.’s were very generous to these men which 
created a lot of good will.

On another occasion, they were searching 
for what was described as two huge piles of 
enemy ammunition. These “ammo dumps” 
were well camouflaged and none of the pilots 
could locate them. However, a “color-blind” 
man on one of the planes could make out the 
targets clearly. They returned, and with his 
directions, located both ammo dumps.

Leonard attacked, flying directly toward 
the enemy tracer fire, he commented on the 
“beauty” of tracers flying in both directions. In 
a few seconds the tracer fire from the ground 
ended. At this point he switched to his 20 
mm cannon and was awed by the size of the 
explosions as both ammo dumps went up in 
flames.

There were numerous additional combat 
missions not recorded. Leonard estimated 
the ordnance he expended in Korea: 57,000 
pounds of bombs, 222 5-inch rockets, 33,000 
rounds of 50 caliber, and 23,000 founds of 20 
mm.

After 15 months of combat, Leonard 
returned to the states and was sent to Marine 
Corps Air Station at Cherry Point, North 
Carolina. He and his wife and two children 
(they later had a third child) moved into a 

small house off base.
At this point Leonard began training in 

jet aircraft. He first flew the F9F4, then the 
F2H2 which was a powerful plane. He had  an 
incident in this plane when he took it to 55,000 
feet (legal at the time) when it stalled. He had 
difficulty regaining control, but eventually 
landed safely.

Leonard and his wife had just finished 
refurbishing their house when he received 
orders to the Naval Air Station in Olathe, KS, 
with the Marine Reserve Detachment. For the 
first time, Leonard enjoyed a “normal” family 
life. They enjoyed several years before his next 
assignment.

In June, 1963, Leonard received orders to 
the 1st MAW (Marine Aircraft Wing) in Japan. 
On arrival in Japan he was ordered to MCAF 
Futema. He then flew to Danang, Vietnam for 
two days before returning to Futema. The Air 
Base at Futema (Okinawa) was established 
after the capture of Okinawa, and was to be the 
“jumping off” point for an invasion of Japan. 
Fortunately, Japan surrendered. Leonard was 
designated as the Executive Officer. He was 
stationed there for 18 months.

In Vietnam he went on 140 missions by 
helicopter. The most notable event was the 
attempted rescue of a downed Marine pilot. 
He was shot down near the border with Laos, 

ejected, but drifted into Laos, alighting next to 
the Ho Chi Minh trail.

Leonard’s EVAC helicopter went across the 
border after the downed pilot. They began to 
receive small arms fire from the ground. They 
responded and the enemy fire ceased.

At that point an Air Force CH53 (called 
a “Dumbo”) landed. The pilot landed and 
opened the rear doors as 8 men exited when an 
enemy rocket went in the open door. The pilot 
took off, but flew only a short distance before 
the aircraft exploded in a ball of flame.

A second “Dumbo” was dispatched with 
Leonard aboard. They arrived at the improvised 
landing zone. They could find no trace of the 
missing pilot. There was still enemy fire, so 
they requested fighter support from a base  in 
Thailand and returned to base.

Back in Hamilton, Leonard was a board 
member for the Hamilton Steam & Gas Engine 
Show, a member of the Caldwell County 
Historical Society, and served as a Municipal 
Court Judge in both Hamilton and Polo, MO.

He was very bitter about the treatment of 
Vietnam veterans when they returned to the 
States. He commented that the young men we 
sent to Vietnam were courageous and served 
with honor.

Leonard lived an adventurous life, and 
passed away on March 10, 2015.
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