
WASHINGTON, Aug. 
25, 2021--- U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
Deputy Secretary Jewel 
Bronaugh today announced 
the establishment of a $400 
million Dairy Donation 
Program (DDP) on a call 
with Senate Agriculture 
Committee Chair Debbie 
Stabenow. The DDP, 
established by USDA’s 
Agricultural Marketing 
Service (AMS) in accordance 
with the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2021, 
aims to facilitate timely 
dairy product donations 
while reducing food waste.

The establishment of 
DDP is part of $6 billion 
of pandemic assistance 
USDA announced in March 
and follows last week’s 
announcement of $350 
million Pandemic Market 
Volatility Assistance 
Program for dairy farmers 
on August 19. It is the 
second part of an over $2 
billion comprehensive 
package to help the dairy 
industry recover from the 
pandemic and improve or 
establish programs to make 
it more resilient to future 
challenges.

Under the DDP, eligible 
dairy organizations will 
partner with non-profit 
feeding organizations that 
distribute food to individuals 
and families in need. Those 
partnerships may apply for 
and receive reimbursements 
to cover some expenses 
related to eligible dairy 
product donations. DDP 
was inspired in part by the 
donations made by Michigan 
Milk Producers Association 
in conjunction with the Food 
Bank of Eastern Michigan in 
response to the Flint water 
crisis. 

 “The benefits of the 
Dairy Donation Program 
are twofold – it supplements 

other financial support for 
producers while providing 
nutritious dairy products to 
American families,” said 
Deputy Secretary Bronaugh. 
“When there is surplus milk 
production, we encourage 
the milk be donated instead 
of being dumped. Together 
we can help someone in 
need, minimize food waste 
and support the U.S. dairy 
industry.”

“The Dairy Donation 
Program is a win-win for 
farmers and families. It will 
be easier for dairy farmers to 
donate milk and other dairy 
products, which in turn helps 
feed vulnerable Americans, 
including our children,” said 
Senator Debbie Stabenow, 
Chairwoman of the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 
“Michigan dairy farm 
families and food banks 
continue to lead by example. 
I am proud of the role they 
played in pioneering this 
initiative which has become 
a model for the nation.”

The Michigan Milk 
Producers Association 
stated, “MMPA is excited 
for the launch of this new 
program, which builds on 
the significant donation 
partnerships we have been 
undertaking in Michigan for 
the last several years. Our 
dairy farmer members and 
others in the dairy sector 
have long supported giving 
back to our communities, 
and this program helps 
expand our efforts. We 
thank Senator Stabenow for 
her leadership in getting this 
program enacted into law, 
and we applaud the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
for its work in implementing 
this new program, which 
will aid hunger relief 
efforts across the country 
while reducing food waste 
and supporting local dairy 

farmers.”
“This program comes at a 

time when the need has never 
been greater for fresh foods 
to help Michiganders,” said 
Dr. Phil Knight, executive 
director of the Food Bank 
Council of Michigan. 
“Michigan’s agricultural 
community, especially 
the state’s dairy farmers, 
have come alongside of us 
throughout the pandemic. 
Their partnership means 
fresh, nutritious food and 
milk for families, children 
and seniors.”

Dairy farmers, 
cooperatives, or processors 
that purchase fresh milk 
or bulk dairy products to 
process into retail-packaged 
dairy products and meet 
other requirements are 
eligible to participate. 
Costs reimbursed through 
the program include 
the cost of milk used to 
make the donated eligible 
dairy product and some 
of the manufacturing 
and transportation costs. 
Reimbursement of these 
costs is designed to help 
offset some of the costs 
associated with processing 
and donating eligible dairy 
products.

Program details are 
available at www.ams.
usda.gov/ddp. Interested 
partnerships must apply by 
completing and submitting 
a Dairy Donation and 
Distribution Plan. Upon plan 
approval, partnerships will 
be able to submit claims and 
supporting documentation 
to obtain reimbursement 
for eligible dairy products 
donated since January 1, 
2020. 

Entities participating 
in the Milk Donation 
Reimbursement Program 
(MDRP) will be 
automatically enrolled in the 
Dairy Donation Program.

The interim final rule 
formalizing the program 
will soon be published in the 
Federal Register and will 
provide eligible handlers 
and cooperatives procedures 
on how to participate in 
the program. The program 
becomes effective one 
day after it is published 
in the Federal Register. A 
preview of the interim final 
rule is posted on USDA 
Agricultural Marketing 
Service website.

Today’s announcement 
is part of a broader package 
to help the dairy industry 
respond to the pandemic 

and improve or establish 
programs to be more 
resilient. Upcoming 
additional announcements 
will include $580 million 
for Supplemental Dairy 
Margin Coverage for 
small and medium farms. 
Outside the pandemic 
assistance funding, 
USDA will also make 
improvements to the Dairy 
Margin Coverage safety 
net program updating 
the feed cost formula to 
better reflect the actual 
cost dairy farmers pay 
for high quality alfalfa. 
This change will be 
retroactive to January 
2020 and is expected 
to provide additional 
retroactive payments of 
about $100 million for 
2020 and 2021. Unlike 
the pandemic assistance, 
this change will also be 
part of the permanent 
safety net and USDA 
estimates it will average 
about $80 million per year 
or approximately $800 
million over ten years 
for dairy headed into the 
upcoming Farm Bill. Full 
details on these additional 
actions to support dairy 
farmers will be provided 
when regulations are 
published in the coming 
weeks. Dairy farmers 
should wait until these 
details are available to 
contact their local USDA 
Service Center for more 
information.  

USDA touches the 
lives of all Americans each 
day in so many positive 
ways. In the Biden-Harris 
Administration, USDA is 
transforming America’s 
food system with a greater 
focus on more resilient 
local and regional food 
production, fairer markets 
for all producers, ensuring 
access to safe, healthy 
and nutritious food in all 
communities, building 
new markets and streams 
of income for farmers 
and producers using 
climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making 
historic investments in 
infrastructure and clean 
energy capabilities in rural 
America, and committing 
to equity across the 
Department by removing 
systemic barriers and 
building a workforce more 
representative of America. 
To learn more, visit www.
usda.gov.
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USDA Establishes Dairy Donation Program
Part of Continuing USDA Pandemic Assistance

NOVELTY, Mo. – A 
recent report through the 
Transforming Drainage 
project shows that drainage 
water recycling systems 
can improve corn yields 
and the environment, says 
University of Missouri 
Extension agronomist Kelly 
Nelson.

Nearly two-thirds of 
the site-years evaluated in 
the study saw an increase 
in yield compared to free 
drainage, with an overall 
average yield increase of 19 
bushels per acre. The study 
looked at data from seven 
sites in the Midwest. These 
included silt loam fields in 
Shelby and Knox counties 
in Missouri, which are part 
of MU’s Lee Greenley Jr. 
Memorial Research Center, 
as well as two sites in 
Minnesota and three sites in 
Ohio.

Researchers found that 
drainage recycling systems 
reduced yield variability 
by 28% over 53 site-years 
of work. This increases 
the resilience of the crop 
system and improves food 
security, Nelson says.

A combination of 
drainage and subirrigation 
also protects the 
environment by keeping 
nutrients such as nitrogen 
and phosphorus from 
entering downstream 
waterways, he says. That 
nutrient-rich water is 
recycled through irrigation.

Closed-loop drainage 
control systems capture 
and store surface and 
subsurface drainage water 
in a reservoir and then reuse 
that water as supplemental 
irrigation. Water level 
control structures—boxes 
with slides or gates that 
are buried in the ground—
are spaced through water 
management zones based 
on the field’s slope. Flow is 
adjusted to retain or drain 
water based on precipitation 
and the growth stage of the 
crop.

Researchers also found 
that corn yields gain most in 
the second half of vegetative 
development (9-leaf and 

greater) to early grain filling 
(blister stage). They found 
no yield difference between 
free drainage and drainage 
water recycling before the 
V9 stage or after R2.

Yields increased most 
in dry years when corn 
was most vulnerable to 
water stress and lower 
yields. Drainage water 
recycling likely improves 
corn yield in years when 
precipitation is below 
the critical threshold of 5 
inches during the V9-R2 
period and during extreme 
temperatures.

Soil characteristics 
play a major role in yield 
benefits of drainage water 
recycling, Nelson says. 
Deep soils with high water-
holding capacity are less 
likely to be affected by 
short, dry periods during 
critical crop growth stages 
and may benefit less from 
irrigation. Soils that hold 
less water include shallow 
soils and sandy or clayey 
soils.

Because soil plays 
such an important role, 
Nelson recommends 
the Subirrigation Site 
Suitability Tool at 
t r a n s f o r m i n g d r a i n a g e .
org/tools/subirr igat ion-
suitability-tool to help with 
initial planning.

The report was written 
by collaborators from MU, 
Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture, Purdue 
University, University 
of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay, USDA Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) 
and the agricultural 
biotechnology company 
Benson Hill. Nelson, Lori 
Abendroth of the USDA-
ARS in Columbia and 
doctoral student Rebecca 
Willison worked on the 
research for the publication.

The report, “Corn Yield 
Response to Drainage 
Water Recycling Using 
Subirrigation,” is available 
for download at bit.
ly/3sPU8MH.

Learn more about 
the Transforming 
Drainage project at www.
transformingdrainage.org.

Source: Kelly Nelson, 
660-739-4410
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