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www.bnttractor.com

We sell all makes and 
models of used tractors 

and equipment.

B TB T  EquipmentEquipment&&

Contact us:
8101 NE Hurlingen Rd
St. Joseph MO 64507
888-397-7679

  Hydraulically Synchronized Arms
  11 GPM Live Hydraulic System
  Proven Performance Since 1983

Round and Square Bale Handling and Feeding

Stewartsville,  MO 816-669-3794

OPTIONS:  Cake Feeder, Square Bale Flaker,
Post Hole Digger,  3-Spool Valve, Tool Boxes

David HyattDavid Hyatt
Amity, MOAmity, MO

BEEFBEEF
1/4 & 1/2 Beef,  Hog,
1/4 & 1/2 Beef,  Hog,

Sheep or Goat Available
Sheep or Goat Available

(from local farmers)
(from local farmers)

WE ACCEPT
CREDIT
CARDS

Custom Slaughter, Custom Slaughter, On-Farm KillOn-Farm Kill
& Retail Meat& Retail Meat

816-449-2607 816-449-2607 oror 816-449-3011 816-449-3011

“This fall, millions of Americans will 
make an annual pilgrimage to a retail outlet to 
purchase a vegetable they, unfortunately, are 
unlikely to eat,” said University of Missouri 
Extension horticulturist David Trinklein.

In the United States, this colorful 
member of the gourd family sells mainly 
for decoration. But this verse from about 
1630 suggests that American colonists relied 
heavily on pumpkin for food:

For pottage and puddings and custard and 
pies,

Our pumpkins and parsnips are common 
supplies:

We have pumpkins at morning and 
pumpkins at noon,

If it were not for pumpkins, we should be 
undoon.

One way American colonists prepared 
pumpkins was to remove the seeds, fill the 
inside with milk, spices and honey, and bake 
the pumpkin in hot ashes, Trinklein said.

Today, consumer demand drives plant 
breeders to focus on ornamental appeal rather 
than table quality. Modern pumpkins mature 
into a deep orange color much earlier, and 
most varieties now bear a large stem that can 
serve as a convenient handle. Another new 
development is pumpkins with rinds covered 
with warts, which can make jack-o'-lanterns 
look more ghoulish.

When selecting a pumpkin for fall 
decoration, use the “thumbnail test” to make 
sure it’s fully mature. If you can pierce the 

rind with your thumbnail, the pumpkin will 
not store well.

Pumpkin is high in beta carotene, a red-
orange pigment that the body converts 
into vitamin A. It is also a good source of 
dietary fiber. The spices used in pumpkin 
pie have health benefits of their own. “Not 
many people could tolerate taking allspice 
directly to benefit from its antioxidant, 
anti-inflammatory and stomach-calming 
properties,” Trinklein said. “However, 
consumed in a piece of pumpkin pie, it tastes 
rather delightful.”

Trinklein offers some “pun”-kin trivia 
for those who “orange” ready for pumpkin 
season yet:

• Pumpkins have grown in North America 
for more than 5,000 years.

• Morton, Ill., the self-proclaimed 
“Pumpkin Capital of the World,” hosts an 
annual Punkin Chuckin’ Contest in which 
competitors use elaborate mechanical devices 
to lob pumpkins across great distances.

• According to Guinness World Records, 
the heaviest pumpkin ever grown weighed 
2,624 pounds, more than some subcompact 
cars. The gargantuan gourd was grown in 
2016 by Mathias Willemijns of Belgium.

• Guinness World Records gives the title 
of largest pumpkin pie to a confection made 
in 2010 at the New Bremen Pumpkinfest in 
Ohio. The pie weighed 3,699 pounds and 
measured 20 feet in diameter.

• At the first Thanksgiving in 1621, the 
Pilgrims probably did not serve pumpkin pie. 
Instead, they made pumpkin stew.

Source: David Trinklein, 573-882-9631

Autumn is pumpkin time
By Linda Geist
University of Missouri Extension
geistli@missouri.edu

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) announced an additional $100 
million investment into the food supply 
chain infrastructure. The Missouri 
Cattlemen's Association and National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association support this 
step to prioritize the expansion of beef 
processing capacity and dedicate further 
resources to build a more resilient cattle 
industry.

"The pandemic brought to light 
vulnerabilities in the food supply chain, 
particularly how they relate to the beef 
industry," said MCA President Patty Wood. 
"This announcement is an opportunity 
to facilitate the ability to meet demands 
on processors and, in turn, create more 
sustainability in prices for producers."

The $100 million announced today is 
in addition to the $500 million announced 
earlier this year.

“Our number one goal continues to be 
opening up new opportunities for cattle 

producers to be profitable,” said NCBA 
Vice President of Government Affairs 
Ethan Lane. “Today’s announcement is 
another step toward returning stability 
to the markets, and NCBA urges USDA 
to announce eligibility requirements and 
application instructions as quickly as 
possible.”

In July 2021, Secretary Vilsack 
announced that USDA would invest over 
$500 million in federal funds to support 
food supply chains and simultaneously 
opened a public comment period to 
determine the most effective means 
of distributing these funds. NCBA 
submitted comments calling for federally-
guaranteed, low-interest loans and grants 
to be distributed to small meatpackers 
looking to expand, and new market 
entrants desiring to construct new regional 
small to mid-size processing plants. 

USDA is expected to announce the 
parameters of this program soon and 
provide more information as it becomes 
available. 

Industry Supports 
Additional USDA Funding 
for Beef Supply Chains
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Missouri's Cattlemen Foundation 
extended its scholarship application 
deadline for high school seniors and 
college students to be awarded at the 
54th Annual Missouri Cattle Industry 
Convention & Trade Show on Saturday, 
January 8, 2022. Applications are now due 
October 15, 2021.

Scholarship recipients will be chosen 
based on excellent communication, 
leadership and scholastic achievement as 
well as involvement in their communities 
and the agricultural industry. Each 

selected student will receive a $1,000 
scholarship funded by Missouri's 
Cattlemen Foundation and its many 
supporters. Several available scholarships 
are endowed and were established to honor 
individuals who have made significant 
contributions to Missouri's beef cattle 
industry.   

For the fourth year, judges plan to 
select the top five written applications and 
interview those individuals in person to 
compete for an additional $2,000 making 
the scholarship a total of $3,000. 

Since 1997, Missouri's Cattlemen 
Foundation has awarded over 700 
scholarships worth nearly $750,000. 
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