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COLUMBIA – Nothing says spring 
like the shining faces of pansies.

But pansies aren’t just for spring, says 
David Trinklein, University of Missouri 
Extension horticulturist.

“If ever there was a plant that 
deserved the title of the flower for all 
seasons, it is pansy,” says Trinklein. “As 
you read this article, somewhere in 
North America pansies are blooming 
prolifically in a garden, much to the 
enjoyment of those observing them. 
That same statement truthfully can be 
made any month of the year.”

This cool-loving plant flourishes in 
winter in the far south and in summer 
in the north. Midwesterners enjoy its 
unique color and delicate fragrance in 
spring and fall.

Pansy, a hybrid (Viola x wittrockiana), 
often is confused with its more petite 
relative, viola (Viola bicolor).

Both of these dicots bear flowers 
with five petals. However, pansy 
has two overlapping petals pointing 
upward and three pointing down. 
Viola has three pointing upward and 
two pointing down; plus, its petals 
(and flowers) are smaller.

The name pansy comes from the 
French word “pense,” for “thought” 
or “remembrance.” When a watchful 
gardener noticed that a certain viola 
flourished in sunny alpine meadows, 
it received the common name of wild 
pansy.

European gardeners grew both violas 
and wild pansies in abundance. In the 
1800s, the English nobleman Lord 
Gambier and his gardener, William 

Thompson, began crossing various 
species of the genus Viola. These 
crosses resulted in larger flowers with 

unusual colors and color combinations. 
History credits Thompson with the 
cross that resulted in the now-familiar 
Viola x wittrockiana. It produced 

flowers with huge blocks of color on 
the lower petals. The flowers of many 
previous crosses had only lines of 
contrasting color.

By the mid-1800s, pansy breeders 
developed hybrids with more vigor 
and flowers with no dark blocks or 
lines. Thus, “clear” pansies got their 
start.

The popularity of pansies then 
skyrocketed in North America. A 19th-
century seed catalog described pansy 
as the “most popular of all flowers 
grown from seed—our sales exceeding 
one hundred thousand packets a 
year.” That was a remarkable statistic, 
considering the early date and the U.S. 
population at that time.

Over the past several decades, plant 
breeders in the U.S., Germany and 
Japan have produced pansies with 
new colors, including shades of pink, 
rose or orange, as well as flowers with 
unusual bicolor designs.

“Given the current popularity 
enjoyed by pansy, the improvement 
of this charming little plant is far from 
over,” Trinklein says.

Most gardeners plant pansies started 
by commercial greenhouses and sold 
in bedding packs. Choose plants that 
are stocky, have healthy leaves and 
are free from pests, he says. Choose 
plants with several unopened buds 
that display more color sooner.

Pansies enjoy mild temperatures and 
abundant sunshine. Unfortunately, this 
combination is available only in the 
spring and fall in the Midwest.

To extend the useful life of pansy in 
the spring or to get an earlier start on 
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you’re considering. Don’t forget that a simple coat of paint 

can make a world of difference! 
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By Linda Geist
University of Missouri Extension
geistli@missouri.edu

Photo courtesy Ball Horticultural Company
Cool Wave yellow trailing pansy.

Pansy: Not just another pretty face
Colorful flower flourishes in all seasons somewhere.

PANSIES _____________ from page 2

See PANSIES on page 3
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fall color, choose an exposure of morning sun followed 
by afternoon shade.

Pansy should be considered an annual in Missouri, but 
fall-planted pansies frequently survive winters here and 
produce color in the late winter or very early spring after 
temperatures begin to moderate.

Pansies have a fine and delicate root system, so choose 
soil that is porous and highly enriched with organic 
matter, which promotes soil aeration and water retention. 
Incorporate 3-4 inches of well-decomposed organic 
matter to prepare soils for the production of annual 
flowers. Additional pre-plant fertilizer may or may not 
be required.

Plant pansies about 6-10 inches apart and water well, 
aiming the water at the base of the plant. Do not let 
pansies. In most settings, add 1-2 inches of water weekly. 
Apply water-soluble fertilizer if needed.

Pansies are relatively disease- and pest-free.

PANSIES _____________ from page 2
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In a town the size of Cameron, a 
home that took up two residential 
lots would be considered an 
exceptionally large house-perhaps 
even a mansion.  That is what Kelly 
Offutt has at the corner of Prospect 
and Lathrop streets.  Tucked behind 
his house, the house next door, his 
shed-turned-man-cave, and a privacy 
fence is exactly that-a mansion of 
outdoor rooms.  

Kelly started his project when he 
moved to this location in 2005.  The 
first thing he did was plant a maple 
tree.  Next, he built some rock-
walled flower beds and renovated 
the shed.  Flash forward to 2021, and 
the project has grown…. literally.  
When he ran out of room on his 
lot for all the plants he wanted, he 
bought the lot next door.

Kelly loves antiques:  old furniture, 
old metal, old wood, bricks, and 
stones.  He incorporates as many 
vintage items as possible in his 
landscape along with the flat 
stones and rugged trees he uses 
for pillars, fences, walkways, and 
walls.  He also has a keen eye for 
line and shape.  His buildings have 
the Craftsman look of straight lines 
and use of stone and wood, but the 

flower beds have a Victorian flair 
for curves and extravagance. The 
Victorian philosophy of “more is not 
enough” definitely prevails over the 
“keep it simple” style in this garden.  
Unfortunately, not everyone 
appreciates his design style.  Kelly 
may be the only person in Cameron 
to have gotten a ticket for a yard 
nuisance violation in the same year 
he won Garden of the Month.  True 
story.

Kelly used a skid steer to move and 
set the larger stones that make up 
his walkways, but he hand-stacked 
each stone used in his walls.  Much 
of the wood he uses is hedge.  Stone 
pathways lead from the driveway to 
the porch and around the waterfall 
to the chicken pen and the lot next 
door.  Many of the pathways are 
lined with rock walls containing 
flower beds, and some pathways 
even have ceilings made with tree 
branches and strings of lights.  There 
are several defined sitting areas, a 
cooking area, pergolas for vining 
plants, and lots of whimsical things.  
There is even some lawn left at the 
front of the house facing Prospect 
street. 

Kelly says he got his love of 
plants from his mother, Donna, and 

See OUTDOOR on page 6

CALL 
BEFORE 
YOU DIG
Calling is the law and 
could save your life!

Call 1-800-DIG-RITE (1-800-344-7483)
or visit www.MO1Call.com.

816-628-3121
www.PCEC.coop

By Gina Reed
Cameron Area Arts Council
editor@mycameronnews.com

A Mansion of Outdoor Rooms

Photo by Gina Reed
Kelly Offutt’s Outdoor Rooms featuring a driftwood pergola he built himself
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Your Turn Key Solution  -  We can do it all. 
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grandmother Charity Offutt.  He 
has mostly perennials.  Recently, he 
began preparing the beds for new 
growth as the plants awaken from 
their long winter nap.  He pulled 
down last year’s clematis vines, 
uncovered the roses, and is now 
turning the soil to prepare to plant 
his dahlias.  The roses and clematis 
survived this harsh winter and are 
greening and growing.  The dahlias are 
still in cardboard boxes, coated with 
diatomaceous earth to deter pests, 
and nestled in peat moss.  They will 
be planted after the last frost date.  
He has a bed of snapdragons that he 

reseeds each year by overwintering 
the dead plants, then in the spring 
crushing the seed pods and letting 
the tiny seeds fall to the ground, 
then pulling out the dead stalks.  He 
also has an area covered with black 
landscape fabric where he grows 
tomatoes and other vegetables.  
The landscape fabric helps control 
weeds.  He will plant other flowers 
if he finds something he likes.

Kelly’s garden is inspiring in many 
ways, but he is humble about it.  “It 
has taken me a long time, doing this 
mostly by myself,” he said.  “But it’s 
finally starting to come together.”

OUTDOOR __________________________________________________________________ from page 4

Photo by Gina Reed
Hen and chicks in the Outdoor Mansion

Photo by Gina Reed
Kelly Offutt sitting next to his stacked stone wall.

Photo by Gina Reed
D.J. Reed and some of the plants he is starting 
from seed for garden season
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Home renovation projects are significant undertakings. 
Working with skilled and experienced contractors can 
ensure projects go smoothly and are completed promptly. 
Timing is a big consideration for homeowners as they 
begin renovating their homes, and the home improvement 
experts at HomeAdvisor note that the following are some 
general timelines for popular renovation projects.

• Home addition: Short of a full-scale demolition and 
rebuild, home additions are the most time-consuming 
projects homeowners can undertake. HomeAdvisor notes 
that its survey of customers who recently completed home 
addition projects reported that the average time from 

D.J. Reed is the sixth generation to live on 
land owned by his family in Kidder Township, 3 
miles east of Cameron.  He was discouraged by 
his parents to farm full-time like his father and 
grandfathers before him.  His mother wanted 
him to work in the medical field.  Being a good 
and obedient son, he did, earning a Bachelor of 
Science in Nuclear Medicine Technology at the 
University of Missouri.  He has worked in that 
field since 1996, spending the last 12 years at 
the Kansas University Cancer Center in Lee’s 
Summit, treating patients with compassion and 
professionalism.  But on weekends and in the 
evenings, he exchanges his scrubs for overalls 
and happily digs in the dirt.  

Not being one to spend money on expensive 
equipment that is only used on weekends, 

and not really having time to farm an acreage, 
D.J. makes the most of his five-acre home by 
using hand tools, a small tiller, and intensive 
gardening practices.  He devises garden beds 
from upcycled materials:  items he has on the 
property or finds for a small price.  Occasionally 
he will find a gadget while watching videos or 
searching online, such as the Greenstalk planter 
shown here.  He has the original farm barn for his 
rabbits, pigs, and chickens, and a small pasture 
for his cattle and goats.  He also has help from 
his wife, Tracy, and their four children.  

D.J. did not inherit the flower gardening gene 
in the family.  He free-ranged the chickens and 
rabbits, and they ate all his mother’s flowers.  
But his vegetable gardens are incredible, 
producing enough to feed the six of them 
through the summer, with enough to can and 
freeze and enjoy over the winter as well.  They 
also participated in the Old School Farmer’s 
Market before the Covid crisis and hope to do 
so again when able.  All four of the children are 
enthusiastic vegetable-eaters, since growing 
the plants from seeds, putting them in the 
dirt, watering, weeding, picking, and cooking 
at home makes food so much better.   D.J. and 
his family hope this article inspires others to 
try container gardening, intensive planting, or 
other methods of raising produce at home, 
and to support your local farmers and growers.  
There truly is nothing as delicious as fresh 
vegetables straight from the garden.

ATTN: Contractors and Home Owners
HY-TEK ROOFING LLC

Standing Seam Metal
Custom Roll Forming On Jobsite  

Snaplock Metal with Hidden Fasteners

METAL OPTIONS
20+ Smooth Colors Available in 26 gauge
10+ Textured Colors Available in 26 gauge 

Select Colors Available in 24 gauge
Affordable Pricing - Excellent Customer Service

Safe Work Practices - Quality Workmanship
Tired of exposed fasteners or slapping shingles?

Yost Borntrager 
660-439-2200 

Free Estimates
13280 West 280th Street 

New Hampton, MO 64471

Samuel Borntreger
660-373-8396

Photo by Gina Reed
Kelly Offutt sitting next to his stacked stone wall.

By Gina Reed
Cameron Area Arts Council
editor@mycameronnews.com

The Accidental Farmer

Photo by Gina Reed
D.J. Reed and some of the plants he is starting 
from seed for garden season

Photo by Gina Reed
The Greenstalk planter, featured in a video by 
Coghill Family Farms, available online.

Photo by Gina Reed
Raised beds made of upcycled blocks found on his 
farm; planted with peas, carrots, and radishes in 
early March 2021.

See TIMELINE on page 11

The average timelines 
for popular renovation 
projects
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JEFFERSON CITY – Spring and summer months 
bring both the buzz of lawnmowers and bees. These 
fuzzy flyers are important pollinators, playing a 
crucial role in the production of many favorite 
fruits and vegetables. The Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) encourages the public to “bee-
friend” these valuable native pollinators.

“Missouri is home to around 450 species of native 
bees, but it’s not uncommon for more to be identified 
each year,” said MDC Urban Wildlife Biologist Erin 
Shank. “There are several common bees Missourians 
will encounter, including the bumblebee, carpenter 
bees, sweat bees, and the leafcutter bee.”

Most native bees only live about one year. They 
emerge in the spring as adults, visiting flowers and 
buildings nests. Many species, such as bumblebees, 
make their nests underground, while others, such as 
leafcutter and mason bees, will set up shop in small 
cavities found in wood or in the pith of plant stems.

Bees may send some running for the hills for fear 
of being stung, but most native bees are harmless.

“Most don’t have stingers long enough to penetrate 
human skin,” said MDC Community and Private Land 
Conservation Branch Chief Bill White. White and his 
team work to create and maintain native wildlife 
habitat in communities and on private lands.

Additionally, native bees are doing their 
agricultural duty by pollinating flowering plants that 
provide food, fiber, and even medicines.

Shank explained that native bees, such as the 
bumblebee, are effective pollinators because of a 
technique called buzz pollination.

“It’s a vibrating movement involving their wing 
muscles that allows the bumblebee to free pollen 
from the anther, the flower’s pollen-producing 
structure,” Shank said. “This strategy causes the 
flower to explosively release pollen. There are 
some flowering plants that will release pollen only 
through buzz pollination. One favorite, the tomato 
plant, requires either buzz pollination or visitation 
by a larger bodied bee, such as the bumblebee.”

BEE A FRIEND
There are several ways the public can support 

Missouri’s native bees. Shank said the best way is to 
get floral.

“It’s all about the flowers,” Shank stressed. “Provide 
native companion plants, and especially those with 
colorful blossoms, because color attracts bees.”

Companion planting, in which one plant helps the 
growth of another, can help facilitate the pollination 
of fruits and vegetables. For example, planting bee 
balm can help pollinate tomatoes, peppers, and 
eggplant. Other examples of flowering companion 
plants include sunflowers, wild hyacinth, blue wild 
indigo, purple prairie clover, and common milkweed.

There are several options of flowering trees and 
shrubs, too.

“Redbud, American plum, and golden currant are 
great for pollinators,” said White.

Shank noted that providing more flowers can also 
mean not mowing the lawn as much.

“Clover, violets, and dandelions are some common 
lawn plants that provide vital food for bees – 
especially in the spring before most flowers appear,” 
Shank explained. “Delaying mowing or mowing 

higher can help bees by letting the plants grow. Even 
allowing access to the ground by not mulching every 
inch can help. Some bees need access to the soil to 
excavate their nests.”

NO YARD? NO PROBLEM!
Shank said residents who live in urban areas 

without access to a yard can still be a big help to 
native bees.

Surprisingly, St. Louis has one of the most diverse 
bee populations in the Midwest, with more than 
200 species found in the city limits alone.

 “You can offer bees native flowers in a planting 
box or pot,” Shank explained. “Getting involved in a 
community garden or helping plant at a nearby park 
is great, too.”

For those without a green thumb, it may be 
tempting to buy the bee houses or hotels being 
offered in stores. However, the real need is not 
nesting sites, but native flowering plants. Many 
of the commercially available bee hotels contain 
the wrong length of tubes or wrong diameter for 
Missouri’s bees. Find out how to build your own 
at https://www.xerces.org/publications/fact-
sheets/nests-for-native-bees.

White stressed the need for yearly maintenance 
on bee houses.

“After bees emerge in the spring, either the used 
tubes need to be removed or plugged so they can’t 
be reused,” White stressed. “The tubes will harbor 
parasites and disease, as well as pollen mites that 
could impact another generation of bees wanting to 
use the house. The more houses erected in one spot, 
the bigger the problem becomes and more harm to 
local bees. The fact remains that native bees will 
benefit more from native flowering plants than bee 
houses. ”

UN-BEE-LIEVABLE
Bee pollinators’ national value is around $30 

billion annually, and they are responsible for 1 in 3 
bites of food Americans eat. Without bees and other 
pollinators, humans would not have foods such as 
grapes, nuts, coffee, and even chocolate.

“It’s easy to forget their critical role in agricultural 
food production,” Shank said. “But by making 
small strides to plant native flowers and shrubs, 
Missourians can support bee health and habitat.”

For more information on native companion plants, 
contact the Missouri Prairie Foundation’s Grow 
Native! program at moprairie.org/grownative

To learn more about Missouri’s native bee species, 
visit MDC’s online Field Guide.

CHILLICOTHE, MISSOURI
Spray Foam, Cellulose and Fiberglass

Scott Boley
660-973-3567

Rick Boley
660-247-2969

Wall to Wall Savings

L
L
C

Installers of Wall Spray CelluloseB
B
&&

OLEY

OLEY

INSULATION

MDC urges public to “bee-friend” native pollinators
Support Missouri bees this spring by planting native flowers and mowing less.

Photos courtesy of MO Department of Conservation
TOP PHOTO: The green sweat bee (pictured) is one 
of 455 species of native bees in Missouri. Native bees 
are important pollinators of many popular food crops.
BOTTOM PHOTO: A bee house is a great way to 
support habitat for solitary bees. Missourians can 
construct their own bee house by using scrap wood 
with covered nesting and resting holes.

By Missouri Dept. of Conservation
Contributed

JEFFERSON CITY – The Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) encourages people to 
unwind in nature this spring by enjoying Missouri’s 
flowering trees and shrubs. Many of Missouri’s 
native trees and shrubs bloom in spring, putting 
on dazzling displays that attract native wildlife 
such as birds and pollinators. Flowering spring 
trees and shrubs can be enjoyed while out in the 
yard, out on a walk, or even from the indoors 
while social distancing.

Early-bloomers in the coming weeks include:
 • Serviceberry with clusters of white 

flowers that appear before other native trees 
put on leaves, allowing this often-overlooked 
tree to stand out in wooded areas. When you 
spot a blooming serviceberry, take note of the 
location. You can return in early June to enjoy 
the serviceberry’s delicious, blueberry-like fruits. 
Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/
field-guide/downy-serviceberry

 • Spicebush is a small shrub that commonly 
grows in moist wooded areas and along streams. 
It produces petite clusters of pale yellow flowers 
in early spring. As the host plant of the beautiful 
spicebush swallowtail butterfly, this shrub 
makes an attractive, wildlife-friendly addition to 
home landscaping. Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/
discover-nature/field-guide/spicebush

 • Redbud is celebrated each spring for the 
vibrant pink-purple flowers encircling the trees’ 
leafless branches. Fun fact: Redbud flowers are 
more than eye candy. They’re edible and make a 
tasty and colorful addition to salads and desserts! 
Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/
field-guide/eastern-redbud

 • Wild plum produces clusters of delicate 
white flowers that are visited by several species of 
bees. This small, thicket-forming tree is common 
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MDC encourages you to enjoy Missouri’s flowering 
trees and shrubs!
Take a moment to enjoy the therapeutic beauty of springtime in Missouri.

JEFFERSON CITY – The Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) encourages people to 
unwind in nature this spring by enjoying Missouri’s 
flowering trees and shrubs. Many of Missouri’s 
native trees and shrubs bloom in spring, putting 
on dazzling displays that attract native wildlife 
such as birds and pollinators. Flowering spring 
trees and shrubs can be enjoyed while out in the 
yard, out on a walk, or even from the indoors 
while social distancing.

Early-bloomers in the coming weeks include:
 • Serviceberry with clusters of white 

flowers that appear before other native trees 
put on leaves, allowing this often-overlooked 
tree to stand out in wooded areas. When you 
spot a blooming serviceberry, take note of the 
location. You can return in early June to enjoy 
the serviceberry’s delicious, blueberry-like fruits. 
Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/
field-guide/downy-serviceberry

 • Spicebush is a small shrub that commonly 
grows in moist wooded areas and along streams. 
It produces petite clusters of pale yellow flowers 
in early spring. As the host plant of the beautiful 
spicebush swallowtail butterfly, this shrub 
makes an attractive, wildlife-friendly addition to 
home landscaping. Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/
discover-nature/field-guide/spicebush

 • Redbud is celebrated each spring for the 
vibrant pink-purple flowers encircling the trees’ 
leafless branches. Fun fact: Redbud flowers are 
more than eye candy. They’re edible and make a 
tasty and colorful addition to salads and desserts! 
Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/
field-guide/eastern-redbud

 • Wild plum produces clusters of delicate 
white flowers that are visited by several species of 
bees. This small, thicket-forming tree is common 

along roadsides, in old fields, and on the edge 
of woods. Wild plum is a valuable food source 
for wildlife, but people can also enjoy the small, 
edible plums that ripen in late summer. Learn 
more at mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-
guide/wild-plum

MDC encourages people to plant native trees 
and shrubs and replace non-native varieties such 
as the invasive Bradford or Cleveland Select 
ornamental pear trees. These invasive species 
are known to multiply quickly and crowd out 
native Missouri plants. Though it’s been a popular 
landscaping tree for decades, cultivated forms 

have spread aggressively throughout the state. 
Cultivated varieties of this plant for sale include 
Aristocrat, Autumn Blaze, Bradford, Capital, 
Chanticleer, New Bradford, and Redspire, among 
others. All are invasive and should not be planted. 
The public is encouraged to visit grownative.org 
for a list of vendors that sell Missouri native plant 
species.

Wherever the location in Missouri, take time to 
enjoy the natural beauty of spring-flowering trees 
and shrubs. Learn more about Missouri’s native 
trees and plants on the MDC website at https://
mdc.mo.gov/trees-plants.

By Missouri Dept. of Conservation
Contributed

Photos courtesy of Missouri Department of Conservation
Missouri’s early spring-flowering trees and shrubs include serviceberry (1), spicebush (2), redbud (3), 
and wild plum (4).

A Like-New 
Look for 
Your Home
Protect, beautify and enhance the 
efficiency of your home with our 
maintenance-free vinyl siding systems.

Why Side With Us? 
Competitive Prices | Beautiful Siding 
Options | Quality Results | Great Service 
Free Estimates | All Work Guaranteed 

All types of siding…
Vinyl,Steel, Wood, Hardy Siding, Versetta Stone

Custom Siding LLP
Lamar Byler | 660-288-3250

start to finish was between three and four months. Certain 
variables, including the scale of the project and the local 
permits process, can extend the time it takes to complete 
a home addition.

• Kitchen remodel: Scale is a big factor to consider 
when estimating the time it takes to complete various 
home improvement projects, and kitchen remodels are 
no exception. Some HomeAdvisor users reported projects 
taking as long as four months, though the average time 
reported was roughly six weeks. Projects that require major 
overhauls like rearranging the plumbing and moving walls 
will likely take longer than more cosmetic projects that are 
limited to replacing cabinets and countertops.

• Bathroom remodel: More than 1,000 homeowners 
surveyed by HomeAdvisor reported that bathroom 
remodels took about 4.5 weeks from start to finish. Small-
scale remodels that focus on painting the walls a fresh 
color and replacing existing tiles can be completed in less 
than two weeks. But like with kitchen remodels, bathroom 
remodels that involve replacing plumbing fixtures and 
removing walls figure to take much longer than that.

• Siding installation: HomeAdvisor users report that new 
siding projects take roughly two weeks from start to finish. 
That estimate is the same regardless of which materials 
homeowners are replacing and installing.

• Replacement windows: Homeowners who want to 
replace all the windows in their home can expect such a 
project to take roughly three weeks. HomeAdvisor notes 
that such a timeline need not concern homeowners worried 
that they will be forced to brave the elements during the 
length of the project. Much of a contractors’ time during 
a window replacement project will be spent on upfront 
measuring and then ensuring a tight fit once the windows 
have been installed..

TIMELINE _______ from page 7
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• HUNDREDS OF ROLLS OF CARPETING IN 
STOCK.

• EXPERT CARPET INSTALLATION.
• HUGE ARRAY OF LAMINATE, WOOD, VINYL 

& LVP  (Luxury Vinyl Planks) FLOORING TO 
CHOOSE FROM.

Schedule a free measure and quote today!Schedule a free measure and quote today!Schedule a free measure and quote today!

ECKARD’SECKARD’S
Hwy. 69 N, Bethany, MO 

660-425-6331
HRS: Monday-Friday 8-5

 Saturday 8-Noon

• Easy Maintenance
• Longevity
Onyx Collection showers are a composite product 
which allows for custom sizes in one piece.

Southwind luxury flooring is durable and easy
to maintain and budget-friendly. Southwind
backs its flooring with up to lifetime residential
and 10 Year Commercial Warranties (warranty
time and type varies from style to style).

Excellence in craftsmanship. 
Beautiful, luxurious finishes. 

Sustainability. Lifetime Warranty.

•Exceptional products, both aesthetically and technically
• Invest in the latest technology to create superior performing products

Smart Strand 
Carpet

Everstrand Carpet

New Air.O 
Carpet  with 

attached pad...
Coming Soon

NEW COLORS 
AND STYLES 

ARRIVING SOON!

Luxury
Vinyl 

Plank & Tile

STARTING
AT

$55

Durable and Environmentally friendly floors. 
70% recycled content 
Low-VOC inks and adhesives.

Great 
Prices

NEW 
COLORS 
& STYLES 
ARRIVING 

SOON

WATER PROOF 
SHOWER 
SYSTEMS

Eliminates the risk of failures due to water and vapor 
penetration and dramatically reduces total installation time. 
From drains to shower benches to waterproofing pipe seals.

• Variety of cabinet door   styles
• Custom paint matching
• Over 600 stain, paint,   glaze 
and heirloom     finishes

• Americana Capital series
• Corbels, moldings, and   
distinctive hoods

• Highest quality and    
craftsmanship available

• Whisper-quiet soft-close   
hinges, concealed drawer   
glides, beautiful dovetail   
joinery and more

FLOOR TILE 
WALL TILE 

LVP

INNOVATIVE, 
HIGH PERFORMANCE 

SURFACES

• Ranked No. 1 by Floor 
Covering News, Floor 
Covering Weekly, and  
Floor Focus. 

• Innovations like 
LifeGuard™ waterproof 
products and R2X Stain 
Resistance.

• Low maintenance
•Hypo-allergenic
• Made in the USA

Strength & Durability
Maintenance Free

Nonporous and nonabsorbent

COUNTERTOPS

Clarity • Beauty 
97% quartz, 
Highest quality 
of quartz on the 
market

LAMINATE 
COUNTERTOPS 
• Versatility
• Durable
• Long-lasting
• Rich Textures

• Style & Design
• Sustainability
• Innovation & Technology
• Industry Standards

Why Daltile?

Floor Tile
Wall Tile

New Back Splash Design

AREA RUGS

WALLPAPER & BORDERWALLPAPER & BORDER
LARGE IN-STOCK SELECTIONLARGE IN-STOCK SELECTION

Bathroom Supplies
• Tie the room    

together.
• Anchors your    

furniture.
• Artwork for    

your floors.
• Sound control.

Showers
Tubs

Toilets
Vanities
Mirrors 

Plumbing 
Supplies

NOW CARRYING

You name it Eckard’s has it!

• Over 3,400 colors 
available

• Longevity and 
durability

• Aura Paint & Primer 
in one

• Specialty Paint, 
Primers & Finishes Available

• Popular paintbrush and roller cover styles.
• Nylon filaments to create brushes that performed in latex paints
• Exploded-Tip® process to make soft flags on filament ends
• Synthetic fabrics for roller covers for today’s paints
• Designed to work with Benjamin Moore Paint

• Custom sizes available
• Replacement & new construction
• Available in a variety of colors
• The greenest energy you can get
• Manufactured locally in Kidder, Mo.
• Forever warranty
• Have your custom made window in 

5 to 7 working days.

Brightens a dark roomBrightens a dark room
Adds character to a dull roomAdds character to a dull room
Warms up a room with no architectural featuresWarms up a room with no architectural features
Creates a cozy atmosphereCreates a cozy atmosphere
Frames the room’s best featuresFrames the room’s best features
Reveals your personality more than any other wall Reveals your personality more than any other wall 

treatmenttreatment

FIXTURES
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Spring is a Great Time to Stock 
Your Lakes & Ponds!! 

Come see us for Freshwater, 
Game & Bait� sh.

Species Available: Large mouth bass, hybrid bluegill, 
bluegill, redear sunfi sh, black crappie, fathead minnow, 

walleye, muskie catfi sh, golden shiners and more!

Time to gather up the little ones, 

get their � shing poles 

and go enjoy a day of � shing!

660-423-5482
Contact us for bulk 

price & delivery.

curtis@harrisonfi shery.com • www.harrisonfi shery.com

FOR FULL PRODUCE SPECS, VISIT CUBCADET.COM

$2,799*
PRICE

$3,799*
PRICE

$4,999*
PRICE

ZT1™ 42”
Bring more life to your lawn with 
a 42-inch stamped twin-blade 
deck and a 22 hp** Kohler® 
V-twin engine. Square tubular 
steel frame and next-level 
comfort come standard.

ZT2™ 50”
Step up to a 50-inch reinforced 
fabricated AeroForce™ triple-blade 
deck, a 23 hp** Kawasaki® FR 
Series V-twin OHV engine, a 
stronger transmission, arm rests 
and larger rear tires.

YOUR INDEPENDENT DEALER – EXPERT SERVICE. LOCALLY OWNED.
The advice, service, selection and support you need to find the right fit for you.

ZT3™ 60”
Experience unrivaled strength, comfort 
and performance from a 60” AeroForce® 
fabricated deck, standard front caster 
suspension, 24 hp** Kawasaki® V-twin 
engine and a 24-inch premium high-back 
seat with ball bearing seat slide and 
armrests.

1 Restrictions apply. See store for details.
* Product Price – Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may 

vary. Models subject to limited availability. For full warranty details, visit cubcadet.com or see your local dealer. See your local dealer for limited 
warranty details and information. Certain restrictions apply. Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not 
reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications.

** As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 3600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated 
 by engine manufacturer. As required by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE J1995 and rated 
 in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE International
 ©2021 Cub Cadet ULTIMA__3_Q_0401        EXCEPTIONAL FINANCING OFFERS AVAIABLE1

Gallatin Truck & Tractor Inc.
24000 State Hwy 6
Gallatin, MO 64640
gallatintt.com
(660) 663-2103
gttinc@gallatintt.com

ULTIMA SERIES™

RESHAPING THE 
LANDSCAPE.

Here’s the deal. 
You switch. 
You save.

The right insurance at the 
right price is available now. 
On average, you’ll save ! 
All you need to do is make  
the switch. It’s easy. Just  
call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

 *Average annual per household savings based on 
a  national survey by State Farm® of new 
policyholders who reported savings by switching 
to State Farm.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company 
of Texas
Richardson, TX

2001308

Michael Green, Agent
100 W Berry Street
Hamilton, MO  64644
Bus: 816-583-2200
www.mikegreeninsurance.com

$587*

2020

Michael Green, Agent
250 E Mo. Hwy 6 Suite #4
Maysville, MO 64469
Bus: 816-449-2673
www.mikegreeninsurance.com

Also still in Hamilton 
816-583-2200

Chainsaws • Blowers • TrimmersChainsaws • Blowers • Trimmers
Power CuTTers • snow Blower Power CuTTers • snow Blower 

log sPliTTerslog sPliTTers

Small Engine Sales and Service

Fry’s Repair Shop

GLENN FRY REPAIRGLENN FRY REPAIR
30900 Major Avenue | 660-684-6779
Jamesport, Mo
Mon-Fri 7:30-5 | Sat 8-12
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Although business has been good 
since the day Midwest Mini-Barns 
opened its doors, sales associate 
Jake Byler said sales have never been 
better.

Byler attributed the uptick to a 
renewed focus on arts and crafts 
combining with customers stuck 
at home due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We’ve been in business for 20 
years. Last year was really busy and 

this year is looking about the same. 
People probably come because they 
have a little more money to spend. 
And people are staying home more 
because of COVID,” Byler said. 

Midwest Mini-Barns’ name may 
be a bit of a misnomer. Although 
they do sell structures based on a 
barn aesthetic, their product line 
greatly varies. From she-sheds, pre-
fabricated chicken coops and even 
log cabins, Byler said his customers 
have a variety of needs and uses for 
mini-barns. 

“So far this spring, chicken coops 

have been the main seller. Some of 
them come in and want to live in 
them, but most just want something 
for a storage shed,” Byler said.

Byler said most of the structures 
available through Midwest Mini-
Barns are built on site. He said he 
takes a bit of pride loading a mini-
barn he personally built onto a 
trailer for delivery. 

“It’s a feeling that the lord has 
been good to us. It’s a sense of 
accomplishment,” Byler said. 

Renovation trends that figure to be popular in the year aheadGood economy, COVID-19 pandemic lead uptick in mini-barn sales
By Jimmy Potts
Editor
editor@mycameronnews.com

816.632.6543 | www.mycameronnews.com

The NewsThe News
Is Just the BeginningIs Just the Beginning

Your Community…Your Family…
Your Interests…Your Home…Your 
World…
It’s All a Part of Your Local Newspaper!

Best Rate
of the Year!

Home Delivery
New Subscriber Special

$29.00
a year | Cameron

E-Edition
just

$19.95
a year

The Citizen-Observer
Your Local News Connection | In Print & Online

Designing an ideal backyard space 
requires forethought and an eye for 
style. Knowing which features to 
include in a yard often boils down to 
what homeowners want to achieve 
in the space. Will it be a relaxing 
oasis or a central entertaining focal 
point? 

People often look to various 
structures to add height and 
visual interest to outdoor spaces. 
Homeowners will likely come across 
structures like arbors, gazebos, 
pergolas, and even trellises as they 
wade through the variety of features 
they can incorporate into backyard 
plans. Each of these structures can 

add appeal, but they also can offer 
shelter from the sun and privacy 
when enjoying the yard. There are 
significant differences between each 
structure, so here’s an in-depth look 
at what sets them apart.

• Arbor: An arbor is one of the 
more simple garden structures. It 
is usually a frame that is arched or 
square-cornered. Most homeowners 
use it as an entryway to a garden or 
even the front of the home. Those 
with green thumbs may cover the 
arbor with climbing and trailing 
plants. The Spruce says arbors date 
back to early Egyptian and Roman 

Exploring different 
backyard structures

See STRUCTURE on page 11

Photos by Jimmy PottsPhotos by Jimmy Potts
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Home renovation trends are ever-changing. 
Renovations that might have been de rigueur 
20 years ago may seem dated now. Recognizing 
the potentially popular trends of tomorrow is a 
great way for homeowners to give their homes 
a fresh new look and put themselves in position 
to capitalize on popular trends when they put 
their homes on the market. That’s especially so 
after 2020, a year when millions of people spent 
more time at home than ever before. All that 
time working from home and relaxing at home 
gave millions of homeowners ideas about what 
they like about their homes and what they hope 
to change. The following are some renovation 
trends that various experts suspect could emerge 
in 2021.

• Eco-friendly living: Climate change, and how 
to combat it, was a hot button issue during the 
2020 presidential election in the United States. So 
it should come as no surprise that urdesignmag.
com, a web magazine that showcases creative 
trends in design, architecture, art, technology, 

and fashion, predicts that eco-friendly living 
solutions figure to be hot commodities in 2021. 
Eco-friendly appliances, furniture and designs can 
help to conserve energy and reduce waste, which 
environmentalists and government agencies 
like the Environmental Protection Agency note 
are two critical components in the fight against 
climate change. 

• Large windows: Large windows can provide 
stunning views of the outdoors and allow 
ample natural light into a home. It may not be 
a coincidence if large windows prove to be a 
hot trend in 2021. The COVID-19 pandemic that 
dominated much of 2020 forced many people to 
spend considerably more time at home. Darker 
homes without much natural light can adversely 
affect mood, especially when people are 
spending more time at home. HGTV predicts that 
homeowners will seek ways to bring more natural 
light into their homes in 2021, and large windows 

naturally brighten homes while making rooms 
appear bigger, helping people feel less cramped. 
That’s an especially beneficial characteristic when 
spending more time indoors at home.

• Minimalism: The anticipated popularity of 
minimalism in 2021 may also be connected to the 
pandemic. As professionals were forced to work 
from home and many families spent more time 
together inside their homes then ever before, 
they may have recognized a need to cut back on 
clutter, including extra furniture. A minimalist 
approach is both simple and clean, which can 
make homes feel less claustrophobic.

• Multi-functional spaces: Homeowners 
asked a lot of their homes in 2020, as rooms 
were transformed into multi-functional spaces 
seemingly overnight. HGTV notes that spending 
more time at home showed homeowners that it 
may not make sense to dedicate entire rooms of 
a home to a single purpose. Renovations that can 
help homeowners transform rooms into multi-
functional spaces figure to be hot commodities 
in the years ahead.

Renovation trends that figure to be popular in the year ahead

gardens and were used throughout 
Europe by the late 16th century.

• Pergola: The words arbor 
and pergola are often used 
interchangeably, but to suggest the 
two structures are the same would 
not be accurate. Pergola comes from 
the Italian word “pergula,” which 
means “projection.” Pergolas were 
once projected from exterior walls 
and supported on one side by pillars 
or columns. Today, arbors are usually 
freestanding units with two or four 
posts. Pergolas may be connected 
on one side to a home or another 
structure. Some are freestanding 
units supported by four posts. 
Pergolas tend to be larger and offer 
more privacy and shade than arbors.

• Gazebo: Gazebos are more 
defined garden buildings, states the 
contractor referral site Network. 

Gazebos are freestanding units that 
can be built in various shapes. Some 
are octagonal, others are square. Like 
a pergola, a gazebo is supported by 
columns and may have low railings 
or built-in benches. Gazebos also 
may have a more solid roof than 
arbors or pergolas, providing sun 
and other weather protection. The 
roof may have added architectural 
appeal, like a cupola.

• Trellis: A trellis is a simple, 
geometrically-shaped structure 
that provides a surface for climbing 
plants. A trellis also may support 
fruit-bearing trees. Trellis work may 
be used in conjunction with an arbor 
or pergola, or be installed on fencing.

Incorporating structures into 
backyard designs can provide 
functionality and appeal. 

STRUCTURES _______________ from page 14

See STRUCTURE on page 11
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• 2x6 Nailers  
• Trusses 4’ on Center
• Laminate Posts [50 Year 

Warranty] 
• Patented Concrete Pier 

Options Available
• Free Estimates
• McElroy Metal [40 Year Warranty]

BUILT-RITEBUILT-RITE
POST FRAME BUILDINGSPOST FRAME BUILDINGS  

• SHOPS• SHOPS
• GARAGES• GARAGES

• MACHINE SHEDS• MACHINE SHEDS
• HOMES• HOMES

• CATTLE FACILITIES• CATTLE FACILITIES
• HORSE BARNS• HORSE BARNS

• RIDING ARENAS• RIDING ARENAS

Mark Byler, Owner
Serving Missouri for over 35 years. 

Locally Owned and Operated.


