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Spring turkey hunting could be a challenge
By Steve Shoot

C-O Outdoor Writer

editor@mycameronnews.com

Turkey hunters may find success in the
timber a little tougher this season, according
to data released by the Missouri Department
of Conservation (MDC).
Last spring hunters were still set to enjoy
the benefits of a good hatch in 2014 and
there were plenty of two-year-old gobblers
throughout the state. Poor hatches in 2016
and again in 2017 will definitely make
it a more challenging spring season this
year. Two-year-old gobblers are the most
commonly harvested birds taken by hunters Poor hatches in 2016 and 2017 will
each year.
make for a difficult spring turkey
“The hatch in 2017 was virtually identical season.
to the hatch in 2016,” said Turkey Biologist
Jason Isabelle. “It is not what we wanted to designed to provide information for use in
see at all and it won’t bode well for us in setting future turkey hunting seasons. It will
provide information to the MDC regarding
2019 either.”
In mid-March Isabelle and his crew the percentage of jakes harvested versus
spent the week banding birds in north mature gobblers in the spring season and
Missouri, completing a five-year program the percentages of all birds taken in the fall
season.

Isabelle said his next study proposal
would involve the survival rate of poults.
“This would allow us to better determine
the percentage of mortality due to predators
or weather or what,” Isabelle said. “With the
new GPS radio tags, you can get a location
every five minutes and more easily follow
the hen and her poults.”
With fewer adult gobblers in the field
for 2018, hunters may have to spend a little
more time before the season starts in an
effort to locate where the birds can be found.
I know I normally see birds in an area I hunt,
but I haven’t seen a single turkey since just
before Christmas.
Isabelle did point out Missouri turkey
hunters should be getting used to the fact
there will always be fluctuations in the
number of adult gobblers in the timber. It
makes sense. Some years you have good
hatches and some years you have poor
hatches.
“We had good production in 2011, 2012
and 2014, which has made it lot easier for
hunters in the last few years.” Isabelle said.

Isabelle said 2015 “really wasn’t a great
hatch year either,” but 2016 and 2017 were
really poor, in terms of brood numbers.
In a few days, I will be going to one of my
favorite places to turkey hunt and cut down
a number of cedar trees. The landowner
appreciates me removing them from parts
of his farm. I haul them off to several spots
where I have had success over the years and
make ground blinds, covering most of my
movements.
It’s been a couple of months since I spent
the morning in the field. I miss the sounds
of the timber waking up and there is always
something new to see each and every time
I go.
While this season may be more
challenging, in terms of harvesting a mature
gobbler, take the time to enjoy Mother
Nature as the Spring season brings forth its
annual renewal of green and the birth of the
many species of animals and birds into this
part of the world.
Good hunting.

season for 21 consecutive years and right
now it looks like the Show Me State will be
having another liberal season in 2018.
I called Andy Raedeke, waterfowl
biologist with the MDC to see what may be
in store for this year.
“We will be proposing a liberal season
to our commission shortly,” said Raedeke.
“Remember, the last three years we have
had a near record in the duck population
numbers.”
If the federal agency sets a liberal season,
the north zone duck opener will fall on the
first Saturday in November, which in 2018
is November 3.
One issue causing concern among the
waterfowl biologists is severe drought. In
the prairie pothole areas, where most of the
ducks and geese travel to nest, it has been

very, very dry.
“It’s very simple, if we don’t get the
rain this spring there will be lower duck
production this year,” said Raedeke. “Time
will tell.”
Raedeke did note the prairie pothole
region had near record lows in precipitation
over a three-month period, from November
through January. I know in our duck club
we didn’t have any water at either one of
our properties last year and with the lack
of precipitation this winter it isn’t off to a
promising start.
If the decision is made to drop back to
a more moderate season, the 45-day season
would open on Saturday, November 10.
“We will all have to stay tuned to see how
it goes with the hatch and take it from there,”
summed up Raedeke.

Spring rains will determine fall waterfowl
season
By Steve Shoot

C-O Outdoor Writer

editor@mycameronnews.com

You may think it’s too early to talk about
the fall waterfowl season, but you have to
remember it is getting close to the time of
the year when the decisions are made as to
how long a hunting season waterfowlers will
have.
Every year the decision must be made
whether to set a liberal (60-day) season, a
moderate (45-day) season or a restrictive
(30-day) season. While the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service will set the length of the
waterfowl seasons, the federal agency
periodically allows states the opportunity to
consider boundary zone changes and the use
of split seasons.

Last year the Missouri Department of
Conservation (MDC) approved changes to
the duck zones and set season date formulas
going into effect this year.
In Missouri, we have been spoiled for
over two decades. The state of Missouri
has been able to offer waterfowlers a liberal
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Tips for Spring fishing
By Steve Shoot

C-O Outdoor Writer

editor@mycameronnews.com

I’ve been working on my fishing tackle a
little bit each day and not because spring has
finally arrived. I normally re-spool my fishing
reels in March in preparation for the various
fishing seasons, but this year I am headed on
an adventure in Arkansas.
It’s been about 18 years since I last spent
any time at Bull Shoals Lake and the other day
a friend invited me for a week-long adventure
at this great body of water.
If you’ve never fished Bull Shoals it is
very similar to Table Rock Lake, with a deep
reservoir with very clear water. The last time
I travelled that far to fish the big lake there
had been a multitude of heavy rains, causing
an incredible amount of flooding at the lake.
In fact, when we arrived we checked with
some of the local folks near Peel, Ark., and
we were informed the lake was 52-feet above
normal.
The next day we spent a considerable
amount of time trying to find a place to launch
our boats. All of the boat ramps on the lake
were completely underwater and we ended
up using a gravel road with a steep incline,
allowing us to safely get our boats off of our
respective trailers without damaging the boat
hulls.
Another dilemma we faced on the lake
involved the enormous amount of water spread
eacross areas normally above the waterline and
kthe fish population had thousands of acres of
eadditional habitat in which to forage for their
food.
e It took us a couple of days, but we finally
nfigured out a pattern on the bass and crappie.
rWe would look for flooded trees on ridges next
b
f
k
a

o
n

w
”

to the old creek channels. Once we located
several of these spots we did quite well every
day.
I guess the key to this story and every
fishing trip you take is you must be flexible and
open to making changes based on a number
of factors, including water temperature, water
clarity, time of year, etc.
For example, one of the keys to early
success when fishing in March or early April
is water temperature. In the very early days of
spring, the fish will seek the warmest water
temperatures in the lake or pond. The warmest
part of whatever body of water you are fishing
will always be in the northwest corner of a
pond, or if you are fishing a lake, the northwest
corner of a major cove. The northwest corner
of the pond or lake cove will have the sun on it
pretty much all day, thereby providing a little
warmer water than the other parts of the pond
or cove.
Thomas Hill Lake, located in Macon
County, is a great example of another type of
lake to fish early in the year. There is a large
power generating plant located at the lake
and it discharges heated water back into the
lake, thereby raising water temperatures and
increasing fish activity early in the year. A
local bass club I was involved in always held
its first tournament of the year in late February
or early March at Thomas Hill, because we
knew we could catch fish.
Another top producing area for Thomas
Hill was a large pile of riprap running east and
west across the lake where a state highway
crossed the water. The south side of the
riprap, where the sun’s rays were focused
all day, provided warmer water on the main
lake. The largemouth bass and hybrid white
bass (wipers) would actively forage in these
areas and you could catch a limit of fish in this

Bullshoals.net. Bull Shoals Lake in southern Missouri and northern Arkansas
has a deep reservoir and clear waters, similar to Table Top Lake.
area with a jig and pork frog combination or could tell the fish had some weight to it, but
a crawdad colored crankbait, bounced off the it didn’t fight like a largemouth. At the time, I
was more worried about getting the fish away
rocks on the retrieve.
Again, it goes back to being flexible. from the trees so it could wrap the line around
If something isn’t working try something any branches and break off.
After a bit of back and forth, the fish
different. Change the retrieve you are using
surfaced
and my partner quickly slid the net
or tie on a lure you haven’t used before. It
under
the
flopping mass of scales. Then all of
doesn’t guarantee success, but you never
a
sudden
the
fish went through the net and was
know. It could be a method you can use over
flopping
around
on the bottom of my Skeeter
and over again to catch your limit of fish.
bass
boat.
I remember fishing one afternoon at Long
The fish wasn’t a bass. It was a dandy
Branch Lake, located just west of Macon on
walleye
and its razor sharp gill plates had cut
U.S. Highway 36. I was having trouble finding
through
the netting of my brand new longfish so I decided to try something completely
handled
fish net. Since the walleye is my
different. I rigged up a big deep-diving
favorite
fish
to eat, I put the fish in the live
crankbait and headed into a stand of timber in
well.
about 20 feet of water.
Back at the dock, I weighed the walleye. It
I decided I would cast the plug next to the
totaled
6 pounds, 14 ounces, and it is still the
trunks of the trees and by using the big bill on
biggest
walleye I have ever caught. By trying
the front of the crankbait I would “crawl” the
something
new I managed to catch my biggest
lure over any branches extending away from
walleye.
Trying
new techniques doesn’t
the trunk of the tree.
guarantee
anything,
but you never know.
On the second cast, the lure had just
Good
luck
this
season.
cleared a branch when the strike occurred. I
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Two memorable turkey hunts
By Steve Shoot

C-O Outdoor Writer

editor@mycameronnews.com

I had an unusual common
theme occur in 2017 resulting in
two successful turkey hunts. The
theme? Other turkeys assisted
in bringing both gobblers within
shooting range.
I was hunting southwest of
Chillicothe the first week of the
season. I had a lot of turkeys around
me the first day, but I couldn’t get
anything with a beard to come in to
my calls or my decoys. I couldn’t
go hunting the next couple of days,
but on the first Thursday of the
2017 season, I was back sitting
behind a couple of eight-foot cedar
trees I had dragged into the fence
row a couple of weeks before the
season.
The cedar trees were perfect
camouflage and I was able to use
the trunk of an old hedge tree to
lean against and get somewhat
comfortable. I arrived at the set-up
about 45 minutes before shooting
hours, placed a couple of decoys
about 15 yards in front of where
I would be facing and awaited the
upcoming sunrise.
About 15 minutes before it was
legal to shoot, the gobblers began
to sound off about 100 yards in
front of me and slightly to my
right. Just a few seconds later
several birds sounded off behind
me from several hundred yards to
the north.
I waited until it was okay to
shoot and I let out a series of calls
on my mouth call and with my
favorite box call. A few seconds
later, a big gobbler literally pitched
out of a tree less than 35 yards
away directly to my east. He
began strutting, but he walked in
a southwesterly direction and not
directly toward me or the decoys.
He must have seen me when I
walked in, but I guess one of the
benefits of getting in position early

is it was dark and I hadn’t made a
sound for nearly an hour.
I was facing south and I had
placed one of the feeding hen
decoys at the very edge of a
terrace. The field dropped off
fairly quickly behind the terrace
and it wasn’t very long before the
gobbler walked behind the terrace
and disappeared from view about
45 yards out.
I waited for a few minutes,
although it seemed like forever,
and using my mouth call, let out a
few soft clucks. The gobbler didn’t
respond at all to my attempts to
bring him in. He didn’t gobble or
just make an appearance.
I waited a bit and then I decided
to do another series of yelps. The
gobblers way north of me were
still making lots of noise and the
ones in the timber in front of me
would sound off every once in a
while.
I would continue calling about
every five to seven minutes, hoping
the gobbler would come over the
top of the terrace, but he didn’t
make himself visible. I finally
began to think he had walked off
the harvested soybean field out
of my sightline as a result of the
terrace.
I decided to do a louder series
of yelps. I just started the new
series when a gobbler sounded off
immediately behind me and he was
really, really close! The bird was
so close I know I jumped a bit with
surprise.
As soon as he gobbled, the first
gobbler who had bailed out of the
tree and disappeared behind the
terrace, immediately walked right
over the edge of the dirt bank and
began to strut toward one of the
decoys. Apparently, he felt like he
had some competition for the hens.
One shot and the hunt was over.
The second turkey I bagged was
northwest of Chillicothe on the
final Tuesday of the season. Again,
I set up in a timber almost an hour

ATV’s & UTV’s
Buy & Sell
Service
Parts

before it would be legal to shoot.
As the sun began to lighten
the eastern skies, I realized I was
probably going to have to move.
I heard lots of gobblers, but they
were all off the property I had
permission to hunt on. So, I thought
I was going to have to move closer
to the fence line.
I was leaning against a big
walnut laydown and my decoys
were east of where I was sitting. I
decided to go ahead and do a series
of calls and see if anything would
happen.
After the first series of calls I
heard a turkey clucking in a tree
about 70-80 yards southeast of my
location. I called again and didn’t
hear anything. A few minutes later,
I saw the top of a turkey head
walking up the timbered point
to my right and headed toward
the decoys. I slowly changed the
shotgun from my left knee to my
right knee in anticipation of a
quick shot.
As it turns out, it was a hen. She
was making a great deal of noise,

clucking and purring along as she
walked between my decoys and all
around about a 20-yard area. Then,
I think she was disappointed in the
lack of social response from the
decoys and she decided to wander
off to the west of my location.
I let her get about 40 yards
behind me and I let loose with
another series of yelps. She
immediately turned around and
headed back toward the decoys,
still clucking and purring.
This series of events occurred
about four more times over a
period of about 45 minutes, where
she would begin to walk away and
then I would call and she would
return. The gobblers were still
talking on the other side of the
property line, but I was highly
entertained just watching this hen.
Then all of a sudden one of the
gobblers to the southeast of me
sounded off and he was definitely
much closer. And then, another
gobbler let loose to the northeast
of me and he was closer still. So,
I quit calling.

VET Locally Owned
Small Engine Repair
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I didn’t hear another gobble
again. The hen eventually gave up
on the lack of social activity from
the decoys and began to wander
off again. I let her go a little farther
behind me and then I hit a soft
series of yelps on the mouth call.
Sure enough, she turned around
and slowly walked right by me
about 15 yards to the left of my
position and headed toward the
decoys. The hen walked behind a
big oak tree and when she emerged
I received a pleasant surprise. She
was followed by a gobbler, who
had apparently walked from the
bottom of the draw completely out
of my sightline because of the tree.
As soon as he stepped into a
clear shooting lane, I fired and I
had my second bird.
Both gobblers weighed just
under 20 pounds and had beards
over 10 inches in length. They
were both missing a bunch of chest
feathers, as a result of their mating
season activities.
Two memorable hunts with a
little help from other turkeys.

April 17, 2018

Spring Outdoors

Local Northwest Missouri fishing lakes
By Steve Shoot

C-O Outdoor Writer

editor@mycameronnews.com

For a number of years
the Missouri Department of
Conservation (MDC) has published
a booklet entitled “Fishing
Prospects At Selected Missouri
Lakes and Streams.” Below are
some of the local lakes in which
fishery biologists in the area have
compiled data from sampling fish
populations, creel surveys and
other fisheries research.
The booklet is free at any
MDC District office and if you are
serious about checking out new
fishing lakes the information in the
booklet will make it easier for you
to focus on those waters with good
concentrations of your favorite
fish.
Grindstone
Reservoir
Channel cats are good in number
for 15-23 inch fish; largemouth
bass are low in numbers, with most
fish ranging from 12-20 inches;
7-9 inch white crappie are in good
numbers, with a few from 11-15
inches. Water clarity may be an
issue during rainy periods.
Hamilton City Reservoir High numbers of largemouth bass
are again expected at this 90-acre
lake. A whopping 44 percent of the
bass measured were in excess of 15
inches and 20 percent were larger
than 18 inches. There are lots of
small 6-8 inch white crappie, but
there can be a number of 10-14

inch crappies, as well. A number
of hybrid striped bass (wipers),
first stocked in 2014, are expected
to begin to reach the minimum 20inch mark this season.
Harrison County Reservoir The Harrison County Reservoir has
an established history of quality
largemouth bass, channel catfish
and black and white crappie. Most
bass sampled were 9-17 inches in
length with a “fair” number in the
18-22 inch range. White crappie
were found to be common in the
6-9 inch range with a few reaching
15 inches. Black crappies were
about the same in size, but fewer
in numbers than the white crappie.
Walleye were stocked in this body
of water in 2017.
Jamesport Community Lake
- This 30-acre lake has some good
bass fishing. Thirty-six percent of
the largemouth bass sampled were
15-22 inches in length. The redear
sunfish population is considered
excellent with nearly 25 percent of
the population reaching 9 inches
or larger. Forty-nine percent of
the black crappie are longer than
8 inches. There is a high bluegill
population at this lake, too.
Pony Express Lake - This
240-acre lake is expected to
provide good largemouth bass and
channel cat fishing again. Those
anglers chasing the whiskered cats
can expect to find good numbers
of 16-22 inch fish. The 2017
electrofishing survey showed adult

Photo provided by Missouri State Parks. Man fishing at Watkins Mill State Park Lake in Lawson.
largemouth bass were a little higher
in numbers than the previous 10year average. The numbers of
white crappie are down slightly,
however 42 percent were larger
than 10 inches. The common carp
are still very abundant at the lake.
Smithville Lake - Largemouth
bass numbers continue to grow.
The electrofishing survey showed
32 percent were over the magic
15-inch mark. White bass fishing
was considered very good in 2017
and the same is expected in 2018.
Black crappie numbers are high
but only four percent reached

the 9-inch mark. White crappie,
however, showed good numbers,
plus 53 percent were over nine
inches and 30 percent were over
10 inches in length. Thirty-two
percent of the walleyes sampled
were over 22 inches in length and
another good walleye season is
expected this year.
Watkins Mill State Park Lake
- This 100-acre lake is expected to
have some of the best bass fishing
in the region. Bass over 18 inches
are common. There are some
good-sized channel catfish, but the
overall numbers are impacted by
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the large bass population usually
decimates the catfish hatch every
year. Redear sunfish are high in
numbers and there are strong
numbers of 10-inchers in the lake.
According to the information in
the booklet, the crappie population
is usually stunted, averaging about
eight inches. However, crappie
over 10 inches in length are now
becoming more common. Hybrid
striped bass have been stocked in
recent years, although none should
reach the minimum keeper length
in 2018.
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triplejguns@aol.com
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Black bears in Missouri
By Steve Shoot

C-O Outdoor Writer

editor@mycameronnews.com

I was wandering through the sporting
goods department of a store a few
months ago when one of the employees
approached me and said she wanted to
show me something.
She punched a few buttons on her cell
phone and showed me a photo of a dead
armadillo. The photo was taken several
miles north of Meadville. I had seen
armadillos in the southern parts of the
United States, but I didn’t think they had
made it across the Missouri River and
ventured into our part of the country.
On a whim, I decided to see if another
critter not associated with northern
Missouri had been spotted in this part
of the state. So, I placed a call to Laura
Conlee, furbearer biologist with the
MDC.
“We have not been able to confirm any
black bears in northwestern Missouri,”
said Conlee. “But young males about
18 months in age do have a tendency to
wander great distances in the months of
June and July.”
Conlee said black bears right now are
still close to their den sites and it would
be “rare” if any were seen in north
Missouri.
“The primary area for black bears
in Missouri is south of Interstate 44,”
Conlee said. “However, there will
probably be more moving around the

of their mother’s range,”
Conlee said. “The females
don’t have a tendency to do
any long-range wandering
like the young males do.”
Conlee did say there is a
definite possibility females
could begin moving north
of I-44, but they required
a forest environment or a
major forest area.
“The wide open areas in
the north part of the state
would not be attractive to the
bears.” Conlee said. “While
bears are a big animal and
can move long distances
easily, they like to be in a
large forest scenario.”
Conlee said females
usually have litters from one
to four cubs with the average
litter being two.
“They have a great sense
of smell, but poor eyesight,”
added Conlee.
Black Bears, common in southern Missouri,
The MDC is in the process
like large forested areas compared to the open
of updating its research
areas of northern Missouri.
webpage with enhanced
features and information on
Lake of the Ozarks area.”
the native black bear population. The
According to Conlee, Missouri did
new website will provide black bear
have a small remnant population of black
research summaries, project updates,
bears, but there has been an expansion
new research photographs, videos,
of the bear population from Arkansas,
interactive story maps and more.
our neighbor to the south.
A research project in 2012 determined
“Females typically overlap a part
there were approximately 350 black

bears in the state. Conlee said when the
bear population gets to the 500 mark,
the MDC would definitely consider
establishing a hunting season on thee
bears. Conlee said she is still collecting3
data to determine when the 500 beard
f
benchmark might be reached.
(
When I was moose hunting in Canadaf
last September, I had several closeo
encounters with black bears. Twice, I
was walking from our tent to the latrinet
next to the lodge when a large male bearC
began wandering through the campsite.r
It turns out the bear had previously tornM
into one of storage buildings and done ai
b
lot of damage.
I also had a run-in with a females
bear and two cubs while hunting. TheK
b
female and the cubs were wandering
i
through a grassy area along the edge oft
the timber. I hoped they would wanderM
into the timber and not come my way.
The last thing I wanted to do was havec
a female go into “cub protection” modet
and launch an attack.
I let the trio get within 20 yards from
me before making them aware of mym
presence. Fortunately, they bolted intod
the timber and I didn’t have to use myw
C
rifle.
b
If you do happen to see a black bear
in the state, let the MDC know of itso
location, especially in northern Missouri.
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purchased. It is a great piece of equipment
for the price, plus with the STIHL name, it has
dependability I can count on.”
– user TL805

PICK YOUR

POWER

FSA 45
BATTERY
TRIMMER

GAS OR BATTERY

12995

$

Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com.

330 N State Route 291
Liberty, MO 64068
Freedom to Travel

libertyrvmo.com

$

JOIN US.

#RealSTIHL

809 W. Grand Ave.
Cameron, MO
816-632-7277
www.earleytractor.com
All prices are DSRP. Available at participating dealers while supplies last. †The actual listed guide bar length
may vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. © 2017 STIHL
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MDC encourages people to Be Bear Aware!
Don’t feed bears. Avoid encounters. React right. Report sightings.

JEFFERSON CITY – As blossoms and buds
emerge each spring, so do Missouri’s estimated
350 native black bears. As they leave their winter
dens this time of year, finding food is their main
focus. The Missouri Department of Conservation
(MDC) reminds people to “Be Bear Aware” by not
feeding bears and not providing potential sources
of food.
“As black bears become active in the spring,
they are on a mission to find food,” said Laura
Conlee, a resource scientist and black-bear
researcher with MDC. “It is very important for
Missourians to recognize potential food attractants
in their area. Things such as bird feeders, trash,
barbecue grills, and food waste left out at camp
sites can all serve as huge attractions for bears.
Keeping our areas free of attractants, and letting
bears find natural foods is in everyone’s best
interest. If you see a bear, enjoy the sighting, let
the bear be, and be sure you don’t offer it any food.
Most importantly, never intentionally feed them.”
Conlee added feeding bears makes them
comfortable around people, which can also make
them dangerous.
A FED BEAR IS A DEAD BEAR
“When bears lose their fear of people, they
may approach people in search of food or may
defend the food sources or territory they associate
with people, which can make them dangerous,”
Conlee said. “When this happens, the bear has to
be destroyed. A fed bear is a dead bear.”
She added a fed bear that becomes a problem in
one place cannot be relocated to another.
“Once a bear learns that people can provide
food, they will seek out other places such as camp
sites, residential areas, and farms in search of
food,” she explained. “Bears also have an excellent
memory and will often return year after year to
places where they were provided food.”

AVOID ATTRACTING BLACK BEARS
MDC offers these tips for avoiding attracting
black bears to possible food sources:
• Don’t leave pet food sitting outside. Feed pets
a portion they’ll eat at each meal and remove
the empty containers.
• Store garbage, recyclables, and compost
inside a secure building or in a bear-proof
container until the day of trash pick-up.
• Keep grills and smokers clean and store them
inside.
• Don’t use birdfeeders from April through
November in bear country, or hang them at
least 10 feet high and 4 feet away from any
structure.
• Use electric fencing to keep bears away from
beehives, chicken coops, vegetable gardens,
orchards, and other potential food sources.
• Keep campsites clean and store all food,
toiletries and trash in a secure vehicle or
strung high between two trees. Do not burn or
bury garbage or food waste.
AVOID ENCOUNTERS AND REACT
RIGHT
While close encounters are uncommon, MDC
offers this advice when outdoors in black-bear
country:
• Make noise while walking or hiking to
prevent surprising a bear. Clap, sing, or talk
loudly.
• Travel in a group if possible.
• Pay attention to the surroundings and watch
for bear sign, such as tracks or claw or bite
marks on trees.
• Keep dogs leashed.
• Leave a bear alone! Do not approach it. Make
sure it has an escape route.
• If encountering a bear up close, back away
slowly with arms raised to look larger. Speak

Love the area but not the house?

We speciaLize in WhoLe house remodeLing!
give us a caLL to see
hoW We can make your
before, the after!
Before

After

816.390.7976

4209 Cook Road • St. Joseph
(office and showroom)

vancleaveconst.com

in a calm, loud voice. Do not turn away from
the bear. Back away slowly. Do not run.
A native to Missouri, black bears were abundant
until the late 1800s when they were nearly wiped
out from unregulated killing and from habitat loss
when Ozark forests were logged. MDC research
shows that a small number of native black bears
survived. Over time, their numbers increased and
continue to do so. Results of ongoing black-bear
research by MDC staff and others show that the
animals have been sighted in about half the counties
in Missouri, primarily south of the Missouri River,
with most bears located in the southern third of the
state in the Missouri Ozarks.

Black bears are a protected species in Missouri.
MDC anticipates a limited hunting season as a
population-management method once black bear
numbers reach a population estimate of about 500
animals. The current estimate is about 350. No
details regarding the anticipated future hunting
season have been developed.
MDC asks people to report bear sightings online
at mdc.mo.gov/ReportBears. The online reporting
helps MDC staff get more complete information
and those reporting sightings can include photos.
For more information on black bears in
Missouri and how to Be Bear Aware, visit the
MDC website at mdc.mo.gov/bearaware
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Staying Safe on the
Water
If you are one of 74
million Americans who
engage in recreational
boating each year, you
understand that boating
isn’t just an activity but a
lifestyle.

All This Under
One Roof…

FOR AN EVEN GREATER SELECTION SHOP

SearsHometownStores.com
PICK-UP IN YOUR LOCAL SEARS STORE

Excludes Alaska

Boating is an activity that is not
without risks. According to the United States
Coast Guard, time on the water invites
serious danger if you’re not careful.
The most common tragedies occur when a
passenger falls overboard, a boat capsizes or
a boat collides with another object. In 2016,
there were a reported 701 deaths caused by
accidents on the water.
Staying safe is key to enjoying the
amazing relaxation that these water-borne
vehicles provide.
ALWAYS WEAR A LIFE JACKET
For states with no children’s life jacket
requirements, there is a rule from the U.S.
Coast Guard stating kids under 13 who are
on moving boats must wear an approved
jacket that fits properly.
In 2016, 509 deaths occurred due to
drowning — and more than 400 might have
been prevented, as the victims were not
wearing life jackets.
There is no excuse for those on a boat
to go without a life-saving device. Today’s
options are designed to fit comfortably and
perform when your life depends on it.
SAFE BOATING

Being on a vast body of water requires
dedication to safety rules. Follow these
helpful tips from the Safe Boating Council,
every time you’re in the boat:
• Tell your navigation plans to a friend
who will remain on land. Include where
you will travel, how long you will be
gone and the individuals who will be
with you.
• Never operate a boat while or after
drinking alcohol.
• Understand swimming and boating
skills. You can find classes around your
area where you will learn the techniques
you need to stay safe.
• Keep a list of updated CPR instructions
and a local emergency phone number on
the boat.
AVOID FRIGID WATER
Spending time in water less than 70
degrees for too long can cause hypothermia,
according to the National Safety Council.
This is due to the body cooling 25 times
faster in cold water than in cool air.
The best way to avoid this danger is to
stay onboard until the water warms up to a
suitable temperature.

LOVEJOY MANUFACTURED AND
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FHA/VA/ Conventional financing available
Turn Key Option - Everything available with one stop!

MAJOR BRAND APPLIANCES
A WIDE SELECTION OF OTHER PRODUCTS
ABILITY TO ORDER OVER 4.2 MILLION PARTS
FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE

Your Hometown Sears Offers:

1. Service you know and trust.
2. Great prices on all the top national brands
for everything you need.
3. Small store service and big store selection!
4. Price Match…We’ll match any appliance
price.

Sears Hometown Store
Harry & Sharon Clymore Owners Of The Sears In Cameron.
(816) 632-5400 - 2101 N. Walnut Cameron, MO 64429
Hrs. Sun. 11-4; Mon-Fri 9-6:30; Sat. 9-6

Lovejoy Manufactured and Modular
Home Sales was established in 1958 in
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MDC and CFM thank
deer hunters for
Sharing the Harvest
Missouri deer hunters
shared 289,292 pounds of
venison to help feed the
hungry.

s JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — The
eMissouri Department of Conservation
,(MDC) and the Conservation Federation

of Missouri (CFM) thank the thousands of
dMissouri deer hunters who donated 289,292
epounds of venison to the state’s Share the
eHarvest program this past deer season. The
edonated deer meat will help feed hungry

Missourians all around the state.
r This season’s total of 289,292 pounds
of venison included nearly 5,600 whole
gdeer. Hunters donated 198,277 pounds of
rvenison the year before. Since the program
swas started in 1992, Share the Harvest
has provided nearly 4 million pounds of
slean, healthy venison to help feed hungry
nMissourians.
Share the Harvest is coordinated by MDC
and CFM. It works by deer hunters donating
0their extra venison to more than 100
,participating meat processors throughout the
.state who grind the deer meat into ready-tosuse packages. The packaged venison is then
given to local food banks and food pantries
ofor distribution to Missourians in need of
afood assistance.

“Hunters started Share the Harvest
because they saw a need in their
communities,” said MDC Director Sara
Pauley. “And hunters remain the driving
force behind this popular program that helps
feed our fellow Missourians who are in
need. We sincerely thank the thousands of
deer hunters who support Share the Harvest,
along with the many participating meat
processors and sponsors.”
Processing fees are covered entirely
or in part by numerous local supporting
organizations and statewide sponsors, which
include: MDC, CFM, Shelter Insurance,
Bass Pro Shops, Missouri Chapter Safari
Club International, Missouri Chapter
National Wild Turkey Federation, Midway
USA Inc., Missouri Food Banks Association,
and United Bowhunters of Missouri.
“Share the Harvest is a partnership
of citizens, agencies, organizations and
corporations working together to provide
healthy, protein-rich meat to those who may
otherwise go without,” said CFM Executive
Director Brandon Butler. “Hunters across
Missouri should be proud of this outstanding
program.”
For more information on Share the
Harvest, visit short.mdc.mo.gov/Zoz.

When it comes time to set an asking price, don’t
let your emotions get involved. Prospective buyers
don’t harbor the same attachment to your property
as you do, so a price that is set too high will only
discourage them from making an offer.
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Sport Fishing in Missouri

Missouri Department of Conservation
http://huntfish.mdc.mo.gov

one time, the additional poles must
be labeled with your full name and
address or Conservation Number.
Regardless of the method or number
of poles, you may not use more than
a total of 33 hooks at any one time;
except on the Mississippi River the
maximum is 50 hooks at one time. If
fishing on the Mississippi River and
on other Missouri waters at the same
time, no more than 50 hooks may be
used and not more than 33 on waters
other than the Mississippi.

ALLOWED FISHING
METHODS
You may take fish by pole and line,
trotline, throwline, limb line, bank
Hooks on trotlines must be staged
line and jug line. Ice fishing tackle, at least 2 feet apart. Hooks on any
or tip-ups, are considered a pole-and- type of line, as well as the line itself,
line method.
must be attended every 24 hours or
removed.
These methods are accepted for
catching all species offish, although
PROHIBITED FISHING
additional restrictions may apply to
METHODS
specific fishing areas.
No one may use any explosive,
Game fish not hooked in the
mouth or jaw must be returned to the
water unharmed immediately, except
paddlefish legally taken during the
paddlefish snagging season.Game
fish include goggle-eye (commonly
known as Ozark bass, rock bass, and
shadow bass), warmouth, northern
pike, muskellunge, tiger muskie,
muskie pike hybrid, chain pickerel,
grass pickerel, all species of catfish
except bullheads, all species of black
bass (largemouth, smallmouth, and
spotted), paddlefish (spoonbill), all
species of crappie, white bass, yellow
bass, and striped bass, trout, walleye,
sauger, and shovelnose sturgeon.

poison, chemical or electrical
equipment to kill or stupefy fish.
Such material or equipment may not
be possessed on waters of the state or
adjacent banks.
Spearguns may not be possessed
on unimpounded waters or adjacent
banks, and spears may not be
propelled by explosives.

It also is illegal to attempt to take
fish by hand, with or without a hook,
and to intentionally leave or abandon
any commonly edible portion of any
fish.

ONLY LIVE-BAIT TRAPS ARE
ALLOWED
ALLOWED ALTERNATE
Fish traps, including slat and wire
METHODS
ones, may not be possessed on waters
You may use permitted alternate in Missouri or on adjacent banks.
methods in designated waters to take However, live-bait traps are allowed.
certain species, including paddlefish
and nongame fish. Nongame fish
LABELS REQUIRED ON
include bluegill, green sunfish, carp,
TRAPS AND LINES
carpsuckers, suckers, buffalo,drum, You must place a tag of a durable
gar, and all other species other than material with your full name and
those defined as game fish or listed address or your Conservation
as endangered.
Number on live-bait traps, trotlines,
Permitted
alternate
methods
include: bow, crossbow, gig, atlatl,
snare,underwater
spearfishing,
snagging or grabbing. Additional
restrictions apply to specific species
and fishing areas. See fishing seasons,
paddlefish snagging season,and
area specific regulations for more
information.

throwlines, limb lines, bank lines,
jug lines and live boxes.

USE OF LIGHTS
As an aid to fishing methods, an
artificial light may be used only
above the water surface. However,
while fishing by pole and line only,
underwater lights may be used to
attract fish. Underwater lights also
may be used when bowfishing on
All of the above methods of taking lakes, ponds and other impoundments.
fish are considered sport fishing
methods.
NUMBER OF POLES AND
HOOKS
If you use more than 3 poles (or 2
poles on the Mississippi River) at any

Possession and Length
Limits

DAILY AND POSSESSION
LIMITS

You may possess no more than the
daily limit of any given species while
you are on waters, or on the banks of
waters, where daily limits for those
species apply. Any species taken into
actual possession, unless released
unharmed immediately after being
caught, shall continue to be included
in the daily limit of the taker for the
day.

in another state by methods not
permitted in Missouri may not be
possessed on waters of the state.

Daily Fishing Permit
Limits:
Limits vary by species, season,
and fishing area.
Notes: For fish, frogs, mussels,
clams, turtles, crayfish and live bait.
May be purchased by residents and
Where only catch-and-release nonresidents for multiple days.
fishing is allowed, fish must be
Resident: $7.00
returned unharmed immediately to
Nonresident: $7.00
the water after being caught.
Fishing Permit
The possession limit is twice the
Limits:
statewide daily limit. Fish you take
Limits vary by species, season,
and possess must be kept separate or and fishing area.
distinctly identifiable from fish taken
Notes: For fish, frogs, mussels,
by another person. If you are away clams, turtles, crayfish, and live bait.
from your catch, the device holding
Resident: $12.00
the fish must be plainly labeled with
Nonresident: $42.00
your full name and address.
Military Reduced Cost Permit
Notes: Reduced cost Small Game
LENGTH LIMIT DEFINITIONS
Hunting
and Fishing Permits are for
Many fish species and fishing
Missouri residents who are currently
areas have length limits.
(or have in the last 12 months)
A minimum length limit means that mobilized and serving on full-time
fish below a designated length must active military duty in the National
be returned to the water unharmed Guard (federal status) or reserve
forces of the United States. This
immediately after being caught.
permit allows them to take fish, frogs,
A slot length limit or protected mussels, clams, turtles, crayfish, live
length range means that fish within bait, birds (except turkey), mammals
a designated length range must be (except deer), and to sell furbearers
returned to the water unharmed taken by hunting.
immediately after being caught.
In addition to this permit: A
A maximum length limit means Federal Duck Stamp also is required
that fish above a designated length for hunting waterfowl. A Missouri
must be returned to the water Migratory Bird Hunting Permit also
unharmed immediately after being is required for hunting waterfowl,
doves, snipe, woodcock, and rails.
caught.
A Conservation Order Permit is
Regardless of where taken, fish required for hunting snow, blue, and
that are not of a legal length cannot Ross’s geese during the Light Goose
be possessed on the waters or banks Conservation Order.
where length limits apply. The head
Complete and send the application
and tail must remain attached to the
form
to:
fish while you are fishing on waters
where length limits apply.
National Guard Permits
Learn how to measure fish Missouri Department of
Conservation
correctly.
P.O. Box 180
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0180
POSSESSING,
TRANSPORTING, AND
STORING FISH
The fish you catch in Missouri,
or elsewhere, may be possessed and
transported as your personal baggage,
if you have the required permit.
Fish may be stored, preserved or
refrigerated only at your home, camp,
place of lodging or in a commercial
establishment. Stored fish must be
labeled with your full name, address,
permit number, species of fish and
the date placed in storage. Fish taken

Please allow 10 days after
submitting your application for your
permit to arrive.
This permit is not available for
purchase at vendors, by telephone, or
through the online e-Permits System.

Some military may hunt and fish
without a permit. Check permit
exemptions to learn more.
Resident: $5.00
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Youth Turkey Season
By Kyle Carroll

Outdoor Journal, Contributed
editor@mycameronnews.com

April 7 and 8, is the Youth Turkey Hunting
Weekend. As I write this, there are 4 inches
of snow on the deck and the forecast for
this weekend is unseasonably cold. Thirty
nine degrees for a high on Saturday and in
the 40’s with rain on Sunday. Of course if
you are a 15 year old “youth” in your ninth
youth season and able to drive yourself to
the woods on a learners permit, you may not
care, but that’s another story.
The “youth” turkey season is not as
controversial as the “youth” deer season,
mainly because it does not cause much
interference with the regular turkey season,
other than the gobblers that are toted out of
the woods before the regular turkey opener
on April 16th.
The regulations are straight forward
for the most part. Youth, who are 6-15 on
opening day may take one male turkey or
turkey with visible beard. Youth hunters
who kill a turkey during the youth season
may not harvest a second bird until April
23. This is because the bird taken during the
youth season counts as the first bird for the
first week of the regular season.
The purpose of the youth season is to
introduce youngsters to turkey hunting. Of
course any day of the three week spring

The author introduces granddaughter
Blythe and her wooden gun to an
early season turkey.
turkey season is an opportunity to take a
young person turkey hunting. Last year I
took my 5 year old granddaughter on a mid
day turkey hunt and we had a grand time. We
did not see a turkey as she has pointed out
several times since, but we spent a morning
in a sunny clover patch next to the woods,
drew pictures and ate snacks and vowed to
do it again.

Matt Blythe with Daughter Paige after a successful youth turkey hunt.
I recommend a blind for the real young
first time turkey hunters. The blind will be
warmer, allow them to fidget around and
allow the birds to get much closer which
will assist greatly if you get to the shooting
stage. Some kind of cross sticks or tripod
arrangement will aid in steadying the barrel
for the inexperienced turkey hunter who
will be experiencing an increased heart rate

Turkey Seasons Missouri Department of Conservation
Youth Spring Turkey Hunting
Season
•

Who May Participate:

Youth hunters who are age 6–15 on
opening day
Season Dates: April 7-8, 2018
Shooting Hours: 1/2 hour before sunrise to
sunset Central Daylight Time
Valid Permits:
• Resident Spring Turkey Hunting Permit
• Resident Landowner Spring Turkey
Hunting Permit
• Nonresident Spring Turkey Hunting
Permit
Note: Landowner permits are valid only on
the land for which they are issued.
Youth Season Limit: One male turkey or
turkey with visible beard.
Note: Youths who take a turkey during the
youth season may not harvest a second bird
until April 23. This is because the bird taken
during the youth season counts as the first
bird for the first week of the regular season.

Regular Spring Turkey
Hunting Season

Season Dates: April 16–May 6, 2018
Shooting Hours: 1/2 hour before sunrise to 1
p.m. Central Daylight Time
Valid Permits:
• Resident Spring Turkey Hunting Permit
• Resident Landowner Spring Turkey
Hunting Permit
• Nonresident Spring Turkey Hunting
Permit
Season Limit: Two male turkeys or turkeys
with a visible beard may be taken during the
season, with the following restrictions:
• You may take only one turkey during the
first week from April 16-23.
• If you do not take one during the first
week, then you may take two during the
second or third week from April 23– May
6, but you may not take them both on the

same day.
Note: If you harvest a turkey during a
managed hunt, it counts toward your two-bird
season limit.
How Turkey Season Opening Dates are
Set
The current formula for setting spring turkey
season strikes a balance between the biology
of turkey reproduction and hunters’ desires
for an earlier season, especially in southern
Missouri. As a result, the season begins on
the third Monday in April, which during most
years produces an earlier season than what
was set using the previous formula. The youth
season opens nine days before the regular
season, except when that would make it fall
over the Easter weekend. In those cases, the
season begins the weekend before Easter.

General Information

Wild turkeys may be pursued, taken, killed,
possessed, or transported only as outlined
in this booklet. For complete hunting
regulations, refer to the Wildlife Code of
Missouri, available at sos.mo.gov/adrules/
csr/current/3csr/3csr.asp.

The following methods are allowed
during spring turkey hunting
seasons:

•
•

•
•

•
•

Shotguns with shot not larger than No. 4
Longbows, recurve bows, or compound
bows. Hand-held string-releasing devices,
illuminated sights, scopes, and quickpoint
sights are allowed.
Crossbows
Atlatls

The following methods are
prohibited:

Shotguns capable of holding more than 3
shells in magazine and chamber combined
Shot larger than No. 4 (in use or in
possession)

•

Rifles, pistols, and other firearms that
propel a single projectile at one discharge
• Any sighting device that casts a beam of
light on the game
• Thermal imagery equipment or night
vision equipment (in use or in possession)
• Recorded calls (in use or in possession)
• Use of dogs or live decoys
• Use of bait, which includes grain or other
feed placed or scattered so as to attract
turkeys. An area is considered baited
for 10 days after complete removal of
the bait. A hunter can be in violation if
they take or attempt to take a turkey by
aid of bait where the hunter knows or
reasonably should know the area is or was
baited. It is illegal to place bait in a way
that causes others to be in violation of the
baiting rule.
Voiding the Permit: Hunters who harvest a
turkey must notch their permit immediately.
Tagging and Checking: As long as you stay
with your harvested turkey, you don’t need to
tag it, but you must keep your notched permit
on hand. If you leave your turkey, you must
attach a tag. Turkeys must be checked by 10
p.m. on the day taken using the Telecheck
system.
Note:
• Any hunter who kills or injures a turkey
must make a reasonable effort to retrieve
and include it in his or her season limit,
but this does not authorize trespass.
• It is a violation to wantonly leave,
abandon, or waste commonly edible
portions of game.
• Anyone using a turkey call to assist
another hunter must be properly licensed
with either a filled or unfilled spring
turkey hunting permit

After the Harvest

Whether you’re using a traditional paper
permit or the new MO Hunting app, after
harvesting a turkey, you must notch your

if there is a strutting gobbler staring them
down. Actually, the increase in heart rate
afflicts hunters of all ages, but then, that’s
part of the fun. Even if you pass on taking a
young hunter this weekend, I’d recommend
you find the time to do it during the regular
season. You both will remember it for years
to come.

permit and Telecheck your bird. Here’s how.

Notch It

Immediately after harvesting a turkey, you
must notch your permit.
• To notch a paper permit, tear a small
notch in the month and day of harvest on
the permit.
• New! To notch a permit using the MO
Hunting app, simply select the permit
you wish to use from the list in the app,
and follow the short, easy prompts on the
screen.
• Once you notch your permit, you may
transport your turkey within Missouri.
•

Tag It If You Leave It

As long as you stay with your turkey, you
don’t need to tag it. But if you leave your
turkey, you must attach a tag.
• If you have a paper permit, you can
simply attach your notched permit to the
turkey’s leg. We recommend sealing the
permit in a zip-top bag and attaching the
bag with string, wire, or tape.
• New! If you’re using the MO Hunting
app, you must attach a label with your full
name, address, permit number, and date
of harvest to the turkey’s leg.

Check It

You must Telecheck your turkey by 10 p.m.
on the day of harvest.
• If you’re using a paper permit, follow the
Telecheck. Write the confirmation number
provided by Telecheck on your permit.
• New! If you’re using the MO Hunting
app, select your notched permit from
the list on the screen, tap “Telecheck,”
and follow the prompts. Telecheck will
upload a confirmation number directly to
your mobile device.
• After you’ve reported to Telecheck, you
may process your turkey and transport it
out of state.
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Find the Perfect Fishing Spot
A

boat gives you a
great advantage
in finding the “sweet spot”
of any lake. Sure, you
can have success while
walking the perimeter of a
lake, but a vessel allows
you to cover more water
and reach those distant
areas where the fish are
biting.
Before venturing off on
the lake, make sure to check
the area’s weather report.
There are many factors that
contribute to the activity of

the fish beneath you.
According
to
the
National Weather Channel,
tide, water temperature,
light level and barometric
pressure can contribute to a
successful day. Plus, you’ll
want to make sure the area is
clear of threatening weather
conditions.
NAVIGATE FOR
SUCCESS
While boating on a lake,
finding the perfect spot to
drop your hook will depend
on how well you know it.

Before heading on your
excursion, research the area
to find the inlets and outlets
of the water.
Fish are favorable to
specific
temperatures
they
find
comfortable.
Discovering an area where
water is entering or draining
from the lake will typically
be a favorite spot for them,
as it is much cooler.
Another area to look for
is sections with downed
trees, branches or man-made
habitats. Fish will likely be
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lurking as they generally use
these structures as a place to
call home. A boat gives you
the chance to quietly propel
yourself and cast from a
distance rather than walking
up on a habitat and alerting
the fish nearby.
If you’re in the mood
for bass, try to find areas
with plenty of weeds.
Largemouth and Northern
Pike tend to use these leafy
greens as a hiding place to
surprise their prey.
BENEFITS OF
BOATS
In addition to having
more water to explore and a
wider variety of fish to catch,
boats have several other

advantages for fishermen.
Bring on the views: If
you’re not having success
at a certain spot, having
a boat makes it easy to
quickly travel to another.
Don’t be surprised to
catch breathtaking views
of wildlife while you’re
navigating the lake.
Privacy: If you are
fishing to relax and invite
peacefulness, it can be
hard on shore when there
are others disturbing you.
With a boat, you can easily
leave for another section of
a lake without the trouble of
packing all your gear while
you’re on the shore.

Taking your infant
for
his
maiden
voyage across the
water is an exciting
experience. It can be
easy to feel anxious
or concerned about
his safety while on a
boat.
By taking proper precautions, you can feel at ease while
introducing your little one to your favorite places. For many
families, boating is not so much a relaxing hobby but a way
of life. Inviting the wonder of the water into your baby’s life,
you may lay the foundation for a tradition they can share
their own children.
Keeping your precious cargo safe is key when boating
with a young child.
WHEN KIDS SHOULD START BOATING
According to the United States Coast Guard, children
should not board a boat until they are at least 18 pounds and
can wear a snug-fitting personal flotation device. Ensuring
a life jacket fits your child’s body properly before getting
out on the water is crucial. You also might choose to test its
functions by doing a trial run in a bathtub or swimming pool.
While searching for the perfect life jacket, keep these tips
from Safe Kids Worldwide in mind:
• Check the manufacturer’s label to find the correct size
and weight recommendations;
• After the jacket is properly fastened, raise your child’s
hands over her head;
• With assistance from a helper, let the child gently pull
up on the arm openings; and
• Ensure there is no excess room above the openings and
that the jacket doesn’t cover up the child’s chin or face.

Even with a protective device, it’s important to travel
slowly and steadily while your baby is on board.
AVOID DAMAGE FROM THE SUN
While on the open water, there is a serious risk your
child faces, and it has nothing to do with the wet stuff. The
delicacy of an infant’s skin must be properly protected from
the sun’s UV rays.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, just a few serious sunburns can increase a child’s
risk of developing skin cancer later in life.
It is not recommended for kids under 6 months old to
use sun screen as the chemicals might be too harsh for a
baby’s fragile skin. Instead, provide shelter with an umbrella
or large hat. Once the baby is 6 months old, the Mayo Clinic
suggests using sunscreen with an SPF of at least 15.

